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LIFE OF THE ROMANS. 


MARCUS TO SEPTIMUS. 


LETTER LIV. 


As I was concluding my laſt letter, Druſus 


entered and conjured me, if I ſhould diſ- 
cover any thing relative to the retreat of 
Valerius, to give him the earlieſt intelligence; 


aſſuring me that he would not be undeſerv- 


ing of my confidence, but unite his efforts 
with mine, to remove any obſtacles that 
might obſtruct the return of my uncle. I 


+ thanked him for his zeal, but anſwered only 


in general terms; for it is not probable, 
my friend, that Valerius would approve that 


I ſhould communicate to the ſon of Tibe- 
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2 
rius the aſylum he may have choſen; at the 
ſame time I am perſuaded that Druſus in- 

tereſts himſelf warmly and W in the 
reſtoration of Valerius. 
Though it was impracticable to keep my 
intention wholly concealed, yet, as I wiſhed 
to make my journey as privately as poſſible, 
I have taken with me few ſervants, but 
among them is a Sicilian ſlave, perfectly ac- 
quainted with the country, whom Germa- 
nicus adviſed me to receive into my family : 
he is remarkably intelligent, and may be 
conſiderably uſeful in my preſent reſearches. 
Before my departure I took leave of Man- 
fred, who will ſoon be reſtored to his native 
ſoil. I charged him to enquire into the fate 
of Sigiſmar, and to give me information of 
him, his mother, and brother, - 
I am now at Capua *, where I hoped to 
receive ſome intelligence of Valerius; but 
Modern Capua is two miles diſtant from the ancient 
city, of which ſome ruins {till remain. The country is 


remarkably fertile. | 
not 
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not having ſucceeded in my expection, I 
ſhall immediately ſet out for Baie: my 
journey would have been very delightful, if 
anxiety for the object of my ſearch, and the 
uncertainty of the event, did not engroſs my 
- mind. The aſtoniſhing beauty of the neigh- 
bourhood of this celebrated city has in ſome 
meaſure awakened my attention. I am un- 
willing to think that virtue is wholly de- 
pendent on climate and other exterior cir- 
cumſtances; but our Roman coloniſts begin 

to imitate the manners of the ancient inha-. 

bitants, and if ever ſeducing pleaſure and 

indolent apathy were excuſable, it would be 
in the ſoft plains of Campania. Bounteous 
nature ſeems here to render induſtry unneceſ- 
ſary: the purſuits of active life are ſcarcely 

to be expected in a place, the air of which 
lulls and enervates every faculty of the ſoul. 
Hannibal robbed us of great part of the 
glory of driving him from Italy by yield- 
ing to the allurements of this city: I am 
B 2 : jealous 
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Jealous for the honour even of ſuch art 
enemy, and lament that it ſhould have been 
loſt amidſt theſe myrtle and orange groves, 
which remind me of his ſhame. What moſt 
aſtoniſhes me is, that this ſhould ever have 
been the ſeat of . dominion of a free and 


powerful republic. The people appear born 
for ſlavery and diſſipation: their gaiety is 
without a motive, and rather apparent than 
real: their features are regular, but they have 
nothing thinking or animated; and their cha- 


racter ſeems a perfect contraſt with that of 
the Cheruſcans. They would mutually de- 
ſpiſe each other, not conſidering that the 


extremes of luxury and barbariſm are no 
otherwiſe different in their effects, than the 
cup of poiſon and the dagger. 

Soft muſic reſounds through the ſtreet; 
ſumptuous repaſts are given on the terraces 
of the houſes, lighted by innumerable torches; 
the porticos re-echo with the feet of the 
dancers, and the loud acclamations of the 

| ſpectators. 
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ſpectators. On one fide I hear the vocife- 

rous clamour of wretches deceived by the 

inconſtant dice, and on the other the autho- 
ritative voice of the guard impoſing a truce 
on turbulence or diſſention. Unhappy Cam- 
panians! they paſs their lives without know- 
ing the value or even the pleaſure of their 
exiſtence. On every countenance I perceive 
the manifeſt {ſymptoms of liſtleſs indifference. 
Surely I could never be ſeduced by the boaſted 
delights of Capua; and yet, whoever once 
becomes their votary, is incapable of any fu- 
ture exertion. 

Druſus has here a conſiderable number of 
gladiators *, maintained and inſtructed at his 
expenſe. This cruel and humiliating em- 
ployment, only to be defended by a pretence 
that ſuch ferocious ſpectacles are an incite- 
ment to the courage of the people, exhibits 
no real proof of their intrepidity. The man 
who will for the amuſement of others attack 


* Tacitus, and other hiſtorians, 
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his fellow creature without provocation, nei- 
ther deſerves praiſe, nor even the ſordid 
gain which is laviſhly. beſtowed on him. 
The courage of a brave people wants not to 
be excited by the view of mercenary com- 
batants; and to grace ſuch wretches with the 
arms of a ſoldier, is to degrade the honour of 
the defenders of their country. You could 
not, my dear Septimus, better employ the 
influence you poſſeſs over the mind of 
Druſus, than in diſſuading him from ſuch 
ſpectacles. Theſe gladiators, you well know, 
are unhappy men trained up to ferocity ; not 
only uſeleſs, but diſgraceful to their country ; 
incapable, ſhould they ever be wanted, of 
ſupporting the laborious duties to which 
their birth had allotted them. Is it not 
painful to humanity and reaſon to ſee men 
of courage and education intereſt themſelves 
in the event of a combat between the loweſt 
of mankind, whom they have perhaps excited 

to mutual deſtruction, from no other motive 
than 
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than to fill up a vacant hour of their own 
exiſtence, which ſatiety of pleaſure has ren- 
dered tedious? I thank heaven my time never 
lingers while I can hope to be uſeful to my 
friends or to the republic. 

Were I certain of the deſtiny of valerius, 
every ſtep would afford ſome new object to 
gratify my curioſity, or to awaken remem- 
brance. I have ſhaken off the chains of 
love, and am no follower of ambition, except 
when founded on duty. I flatter myſelf with 
having acquired ſufficient philoſophy to be 
unmoved by exterior circumſtances, and hope 
you will have no further reaſon to complain 
that my ardent imagination, though it often 
gives me tranſport, never allows me ſerenity. 
Could I once more embrace the man whom 
I love and venerate with filial regard, his 
affection and the friendſhip of Septimus 
would conſtitute the future happineſs of my 
life. 
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LETTER LV, 


WHAT a day have I paſſed ! how deeply 


havel been affected, my dear Septimius, with 
the ſolitary and deſert aſpect of the ſuperb 
villa of my beloved, my reſpected uncle! 
This part of the country is unknown to you; 
and I, who am happy in imparting to you 
the impreſſion which objects, familiar to 
your remembrance, have made on my ima- 


gination, vould wiſh to ſatisfy your curioſity 


relative to the ſcenes which you have not yet 


beheld. But I know not where to begin 
my deſcription ; my heart ter Nl 
engaged than my eyes, and my impatience 
to arrive at a place where I hoped to receive 
information of Valerius, and where every 
object would recall him to my idea, made 


me 
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me indifferent to thoſe intereſting ſcenes that 
preſented themſelves to my ſight in the way 6 
from Capua hither. 
I have found this neglected villa inhabited 
by an ancient freedman, whoſe fidelity to his 
abſent maſter remains ſuperior to every other 
cnſideration. A few ſlaves under his direc- 
tions preſerve the gardens from total neg- 
lect; but the greater number, by order of 
the magiſtrates, who have intereſted them- 
ſelves in the affairs of my uncle, are diſ- 
tributed in various houſes of the Valerian 
family, until ſome knowledge can be ob- 
tained of the future intentions of Titus. 
The old man met me at the beginning of 
the plantations, and wept bitterly when, after 
telling my name, I enquired into the myſte- 
rious departure of Valerius. He told me 
that his patron had one evening, as was 
often his cuſtom, ſet out for Naples with 
Valeria and a few attendants, Wend Fir- 


Titus Valerius. 


his 
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his family that he ſhould return the night 
after ; but that, to the great ſurpriſe of his 
ſervants, no intelligence was received of him 
the next or the following day ; that, on the 
third morning from his departure, one of 
the ſlaves who had accompanied him ap- 
peared, and related that his maſter, inſtead 
of entering Naples, had croſſed the country 
towards Brunduſium, and, at a day's journey 
from this place had commanded him to re- 
turn and warn his houſehold not to be ſur- 
pfiſed if he and Valeria ſhould be long ab- 
ſent, as particular reaſons induced him to 
leave Italy for ſome months, but that when 
expedient he would give them further intel- 
ligence of his deſigns. I aſked. to ſee the 
ſlave who had been diſpatched by Valerius, 
but was told he died ſuddenly ſoon after his 
return. . „ | 
The freedman requeſted that I would 
enter the houſe and repoſe myſelf. ** You 
* will not,” ſaid he, find either the apart- 
1 ments 
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ments or the gardens in the ſtate I would 
wiſh; but what is the body when the ſoul 
is fled? I watch over the remains as dili- 
gently as age and ſorrow will permit me; 
but every hour 8 2 . 3 and 
my grief augments.“ 

In the veſtibule I found the ſtatues of the 
Muſes, and the beſt of our moſt celebrated 
orators and poets. On entering the ſupper- 
hall, I obſerved the figure of Harpocrates 
near the door; and, in three niches, the ſtatues 
of Ceres, Bacchus, and Pomona. The ſame 
number of baſſo-reliefs repreſented Baucis 
and Philemon; Admetus, though over- 
whelmed with grief, receiving Hercules; 
and Scipio, with Aſdrubal, at the table of 
Syphax. 

My attention was particularly attracted by 
the library, in which Valerius has collected 
the works of all the learned whoſe ſtudies 
have enriched the public; but no buſts of 
philoſophers decorate the room. The por- 
| trait 
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trait of the good King Evander , who firſt 
introduced the knowledge of letters into 
Italy, is the only one to be ſeen in this 
apartment. The books are neatly but not 
oſtentatiouſly ornamented; thoſe which have 
no other merit than acuteneſs of inveſtiga- 
tion, brilliant ideas, or elegant language, 
are placed at a conſiderable height, while 
thoſe which inculcate hiſtorical truths, uſe- 
ful ſciences, or ſound morality, are neareſt 
the hand, and open to all who enter the 
library. Adjoining to it is the chamber of 
Valerius—O Septimus you will feel for 
me, you will conceive the ſenſations with 
which I entered it! On a ſmall table, near 
the bed, lay the ſayings of Socrates, and 
Virgil's Georgics. Two ſtatues on fimilar 
pedeſtals are placed in the room ; one repre- 
ſents the lovely and elegant figure of Valeria 
as a child, and the other is a portrait of my- 
ſelf with the bulla * about my neck, as I 
* Livy, Book 1. 


+ An ornament worn about the neck of the Roman 


children. Ainſworth. 
remember 
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remember it was taken not long before my 
firſt campaign in Dalmatia excellent man 
with what tenderneſs he loved me! 

From this chamber we entered an apart- 
ment, where my faithful guide informed me 
that his maſter uſed to ſtudy. The walls are 
adorned with various ſmall pictures on a 
dark ground, all finiſhed to perfection : the 
drawing is correct, the draperies are light 
and tranſparent, the attitudes elegant, and 
the colouring, which is as flight as poſſible, 
peculiarly harmonious. Theſe are the work 
of Valeria, and repreſent ſeveral intereſting 
ſubjects in the Roman hiſtory. Among the 
reſt are the death of Virginia the Sabine 
wives interpoſing between their huſbands 
and parents to ſtop their reciprocal fury, and 
the Roman ladies preſenting their gold and 
ornaments to the public treaſury. In this 
room are the buſts of Naſica and Cato the 
Cenſor. I could not look on them without 
reflecting on the impartial virtues of their 


Owner: 
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owner : ever influenced by a diſintereſted love : 
for his country, he has diveſted himſelf of 
party prejudice, and eſteems all thoſe who 
would truly contribute to the welfare of 
Rome, however they may differ in opinion 
concerning the meaſures moſt conducive to 
IRE 8 . | 
The apartments of his daughter are ſimple 
and elegant. I here contemplated with un- 
ſpeakable delight and emotion, the portrait 
of my mother in a diſtinguiſhed ſituation. 
Had I viſited the tombs of all who are, or 
ever were dear to me, I could not have been 
differently affected from what I felt in wan- 
dering over the habitation where dwelt this 
great, this beſt of men. I cannot enter into 
a detail of the apartments deſtined for his 
friends ; they are far more ſplendid than his 
own, or thoſe of Valeria, You know his 
heart was liberal and beneficent to all. 
The gardens preſent an appearance not 
uninſtructive for the neighbourhood of Baiz, 
| where 
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where health is uſually a pretence for diſſi- 
pation, and where the rural beauties of 
nature inſpire as little the love of ſimple and 
refined pleaſures as the moſt magnificent and 

| populous capital. The gardens of Valerius are 
diſpoſed in a manner ſuitable to the nature of 
the ground: Oppoſite to the houſe is a grove 
of plane trees, and evergreen oaks, through 
which flows a ſmall rivulet, having on one 
fide a plain, and on the other a lofty hill. 
In the middle of the grove appears a ſtatue of 
young Alcides in a thoughtful attitude, as 
ſeeming to meditate on his important choice. 
Beſide the rivulet are ſerpentine walks bor- 
dered with flowers of every hue, whoſe 
lively colours and delightful perfumes give 
inexpreſſible charms to the place. A path 
diverſified by elegant ſeats, garlands of vine 
hanging from tree to tree, ſhady arbours, 
and ſtatues of Fauns and Driads, leads to a 
theatre of ſumptuous architecture, in which 


the Corinthian order is moſt conſpicuous. 
Here, 


e 
* * — - 
* y 1 a 4 8 2 
_ — 2 kD 2 2 ——— og > 
— 7 — — k 
- — 8 * 
——— Wa - 1 2 5 
2 "Pp ogy => n — - 4 d -- — 


r 


— — 
„ 
Tomy 


* 


—_—— — 
news. 


MS 
hone 
yy 


Gal ate. os 
2 


* < 
a. 
* ” 


" — 
= * 
* 
R Re»; 
UTI nary; nar 2 prmn-enaggy 
* 


16 MARCUS FLAMINIUS; OR, 
Here, as 1 Was told, Valerius uſed to enters 
tain his friends, and many of the neighbour- 
ing inhabitants with repreſentations of the 
beſt and moſt inſtructive dramatic pieces, as 
well ſerious as comic. A few days before 
his departure his comedians had performed 
ſeveral Greek plays, written by Germanicus | 
with great taſte and genius. Beyond the 
| theatre is a circus, and a magnificent ban- 
queting room, adorned with paintings of : 
ineſtimable value, and a variety of beautiful 
ſtatues, particularly a Cupid mounted on a 
lion, that he governs by the ſound of the 
harp. Beyond this building is an encloſure 
wholly formed of myrtles and roſes, ſo 
high as to conceal from the windows the 
view of the country beyond it ; but when you 
approach nearer to it, you perceive a fearful 
precipice ending in a' vaſt cavity where no 
vegetation appears. The ground is here a 
pale yellow, . and bears the marks of ſub- 
terranean fire; it reſounds hollow beneath 
the 


- 


- | 
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the feet, ite a dark ſmoke riſes at inter- 


vals above the ſurface ; and the natives give 


it the name of the Forum of Vulcan*. Fur- 


ther, the eye commands a diſtant view of 


the Avernian lake, and the "PPS and deſo- 


- late plains near Cuma. 


Quitting this aweful proſpect and returning 


to the ſtatue of Alcides in the grove of plane 
trees, I followed the other path which leads 
up the bill. The aſcent is ſteep, and the 


entangled branches ſeem negligently left to 
embarraſs the wanderer, through a way 


rocky and difficult of acceſs. Between the | 


trees appeared various ſtatues of hydras, chi- 
mzras, ſphinxes, and other fabulous animals. 
Coming out of the wood, I perceived the 


_ caſcade which forms the rivulet; it falls 


from a conſiderable elevation, and makes a 


ſtriking contraſt between the ſilvery bright- 


neſs of the ſpray, and the dark colouring of | 


the rocks. A bridge of the boldeſt con- 


*The Forum of Vulcan, Solfatare. 


Vo L. II. „ +. 


* — 7, OC — — —„—ᷣ— —_— 
— 


18 -MARCUS FLAMINIUS3 OR, 


ſtruction is thrown acroſs the ſtream, and 
the paſſing ſtranger is almoſt deafened by the 
noiſe of the falling waters, while che bridge 
trembles under his feet: having paſſed it, he 
finds himſelf in a dark grove of tofty cy- 
preſſes, whoſe venerable Appearance proves 
them to have long been tenants of the moun- 
tain. Here I perceived ſepulchral urns and 
tombs of various forms, amidſt theſe fune- 
real trees, dedicated to the memory of thoſe 
who have died in the purſuit of honourable 
fame. One bears the name of Regulus, 
another of the Decii, and a third of Curtius, 
with a ſtriking alto-relievo, in which he 
appears on horſeback leaping into the gulph : 
a fourth bears an inſcription, . and repreſen- 
tation of Lucius Emilius Paulus ſeated on a 
ſtone after the battle of Canne, and refuſing 
the horſe of the young Roman who leaves 
him with every mark of anguiſh in his coun- 
tenance. At the furtheſt part of the grove 
I obſerved a moſt beautiful urn of Parian 

marble, 


vivid green of a ſmall plantation of laurels, 


ue iir E er Tr eds. ih 
marble, to which I wäs directed by de 


that ſhaded it towards the eaſt, while to the 
weſt the pedeſtal is covered by roſes, woodbins, 


and. various flowers. On a near approach 


I read the following inſcription, which 1 
entreat you not to ſhew to any of your 
friends; but which I cannot reſiſt communis 
cating to Septimius, as a proof of the partial 
affection of Valerius. 


TO THE MANES 
OF 
MARCUS QUINTIUS FLAMINTUS, 
SON OF MARCUS AND VALERIA, 
WHOSE INTELLECTUAL ENDOWMENTS 
COULD ONLY BE EXCEEDED 
BY 
HIS PROBITY, GENEROSITY, AND VALOUR 3 
WHOSE FORM WAS AS DISTINGUISHED AS 
HIS VIRTUES. | 
HE FELL IN THE CAUSE OF HONOUR 
AND HIS COUNTRY | 
ON THE FIELD OF TEUTOBURGIUM. 


O Septimius! how much did Valerius 
C2 promiſe 
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promiſe” to himſelf from his nephew ! how 

great muſt have been his affliction ! 
This urn has not only convinced me 
more than ever of his, affection, but has 
made me turn my reflections on myſelf, and 
impartially conſider how far I am unde- 
ſerving of theſe praiſes. Iam conſcious that 
the,world cannot reproach me with a want 
either of probity, or courage ; | but where 
are theſe mental endowments, theſe diſtin- 
guiſhed virtues, with which the indulgence of 
a parent has honoured me? Have I not neg- 
lected opportunities of i improving my mind 
and being uſeful to my fellow citizens? 
Have I not often been ſatisfied with feeling 
the emotions of benevolence, and with ad- 
miring the talents of the learned? Hence- 
forth let me endeavour to practiſe what till 
now, I fear, I have only approved, or this 
urn will be a monument of the partiality of 
Valerius, and of the unworthineſs of 


Marcus. 


. 5 5 | The 
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The grove of cypreſſes ends in a long walk 
of the ſame trees, which leads to an open 
temple with Ionic columns, on the ſummit 
of the hill; in the middle is an altar of por- 
. phyry, on which is placed the ſtatue of Im- 
mortality, and in the freeze above the en- 
trance is a medallion with the figure of 
Virtue ſupported by Conftancy, and crowned 
by Fame. The temple is ſurrounded with 
laurels, except where a ſpace i is left between 
the two furtheſt columns, commanding the 
moſt delightful proſpect : the Elyſian Fields* 
appear immediately beneath the hill; the 
mount Miſenum, with the Roman gallies 


ſtationed near it, and various ſmaller veſſels 


failing lightly on the placid ſurface of the 


gulph of Baiz ; the verdant iſland of Pro- 
chyte, and the blue conical hills of Inarime : 
on the other ſide Niſida, whoſe rocks are 


* Still named Campi Flifi, near Baiz. 
ine of Iſchia. 


C3 crowned 
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crowned with groves ; the coaſt adorned 
with villas; the ſtately fabricks of Naples 
riſing majeſtically above the intermediate 
promontory; behind, the lofty Veſuvius 
covered with vineyards, and the long chain 
of the diſtant Apenn ines terminating in the 
Cape of Minerva; the purple tints of 
Caprea uniting with an horizon of gold, and 
the ſoft exhalations that flutter in the azure 
ſky—all contribute to form a ſcene which 
fancy cannot embelliſh | I quitted with pain 
this enchanting ſpot, and returned to the 
houſe immerſed in grief for the abſence of 
him, whoſe feeling heart and liberal hand 
had animated the natural beauties of the 
place. I here found many of the neighbour- 
ing nobility and Roman knights, who, 
having heard of my arrival, came to enquire 
after Valerius. All ſpoke of him with ten- 
der veneration, all regretted his departure, 


and ſought in vain to account for it. ' I could 
ſcarce 


| ſcarce refrain from tears, my heart bled with 
| anguiſh, and yet I was ſtill more affected 


— 
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when. I perceived the portico: crowded with 


| 2 | X . 
poor citizens, who had experienced his 
bounty, and were now reduced to indigence. 


They did not ſeem to claim my protection; 
they only wiſhed to learn the fate of their 
benefactor. At this ſight, Septimius! my 
heart aſſured me that the abſence of Valerius 
could not be voluntary; he would not have 
left without proviſion thoſe whoſe comforts, 

and almoſt whoſe being depended on his 
charity. My mind is involved in doubts and 


perplexities: I ſhall ſleep here this night, 


or rather I ſhall continue till the break 
of day permits my departure, Tor ſleep muſt 


.here be a ſtranger to me. 


I wander through the rooms and galleries ; 


while my agitated mind has found no 


reſt, except when I have been addreſſing 


theſe lines to you. O Septimius! 1 ſhall 


Ca. not 
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not enjoy a moment 


dare not 


with my beloved protector. 


think that he is no more — that idea would 
drive me to madneſs. 
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LETTER. 


AFTER concluding the letter which I 
wrote to you the night before laſt, I recol- 
lected that Manlius Torquatus, prœfect of 
the navy at Miſenum, was an intimate friend 

of Valerius; and 1 thought it my duty to - 
make him a viſit, and enquire whether he 
knew any circumſtances relative to the de- 
parture of my uncle. He received me with 
tranſport, and, though he could not give me 
the information I deſired, inſiſted on ſup- 
plying me with a proper veſſel, and expe- 
rienced mariners to conduct me to Sicily. 
This obliged me to delay my embarkation, 
and in the mean time I have experienced 
from him every act of attention and kind- 
neſs. He is a man of real and diſtinguiſhed 
merit, 


= 
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merit, and has acquired the higheſt reputa- 
tion, as commander of the flect, ſtationed 
here by Auguſtus to keep the weſtern pro- 
vinces in ſubjection. He is eſteemed by the 

officers, adored by the ſeamen, and beloved 
as a father by the navy in general: he main- 
tains the exacteſt diſcipline, and excites. the 
moſt active emulation, His table is ſump- 
tuous and hoſpitable: nothing can equal. the 
graceful hilarity with which he preſides, over 
it; for. he conſiders cheerfulneſs as abſo- 
tately; neceſſary in his profeſſion, and often 
Cites the example of Duilius, who uſed to 
1 be accompanied home from ſupper with the 
| flute and harp. You have perhaps heard, 
| _ that, when he was only twenty years, of age, 
if he. fought on the fide. of Mare Anthony: at 
be battle of Actium; and he is ſaid to have 
behaved with remarkable intrepidity. After 
the death of the Triumvir he became the 
friend of Agrippa, for whoſe memory be. 


has a high veneration, and to whoſe inſtrue- 
| tions, 
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tions and example he is chiefly indebted 
for his profeſſional knowledge. Yet not- 
withſtanding this advantage, and the fa- 
vour. of Auguſtus which he enjoyed, he 
never forgot the ſentiments of gratitude with 
which his firſt leader had inſpired him, but 
openly avowed himſelf the champion of his 
fame, at a time when Octavius was as 
anxious to obliterate the remembrance of 
his actions, as he had been to rob him of 
his dignity and power. Torquatus ſtill re- 
tains the ſame principles; and though nothing 
can be more diſpleaſing to the preſent om · 
peror, he continues to ſpeak of Mare An- 
thony as a brave, generous, and affectionate 
commander; while even thoſe who wear the 
name of this much injured man, obſerve 
carefully the rigorous ſilence, which has been 
enjoined them by the reigning party. _ 
You may imagine that I am not in a ſtate 
of mind to partake of the ſocial amuſements 
which Torquatus would prepare for me. 1 
could 


— 
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| could not however refuſe to comply i in ſome 
meaſure with his requeſt, and to viſit with 


him the magnificent villa®* of the emperor, 


which formerly belonged to Lucullus, and 
the more ſimple dwellings of Marius and 
Cæſar the Dictator. Near the latter is the 
Temple of Venus , an elegant ſtructure, at 
a ſmall diſtance from the ſuperb edifice con- 
ſecrated' to Mercury . But what particularly 
engaged my attention, and what Manlius 
ſhewed me with the greateſt pleaſure, is the 
noble reſervoir |, conſtructed by Agrippa for 
the uſe of the fleet while he commanded on this 
Nation. This immenſe ſtructure is ſupported 
by arches, incruſted with a compoſition as 
hard as marble, and ſuſceptible of the higheſt 
poliſh: it is happily placed under Mount 

* Phoedrus, &c. s Very little remains of the numerous 


and ſplendid villas near Baiæ and Miſenum; there are 
ſome ruins in the ſea, which are ſtill called La Caſa di 


Lucullo. 
+ Temples of Venus and t Mercury, ſuppoſed to be 

thoſe ſtill exiſting. , 
The ruins of this are ſtill very intereſting. 


Miſenum, 
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Miſenum, ſerving not on to ſupply the 
navy, but likewiſe the neighbouring towns 
with freſh water, an article of peculiar value 
in this country. | 

Towards evening we went to Puteoli®, | 
where a temple is raiſing to the memory of 
Auguſtus, in the moſt elevated part of the 
city: the architecture is of the Corinthian 
order, and will be very beautiful. We 
viſited the buildings and groves +, which 
Cicero uſed to call his Academy, yet I be- 
lieve that Manlius would not have ſhewn 
them to me, but at my particular requeſt : 
he does not love the mention of Cicero, and 
is greatly diſpleaſed if any one ſpeaks of his 
death. I was ſo inadvertent as to begin the 
converſation, and immediately perceived the 
pam it ge him : 4 
Pozzuolo. The inſcriptions on the temple and 
ſeveral of the columns remain. It is now the cathe- 
dral. | TOs 

+ Cicero's villa is ſtill ſhewn at Pozzuolo, near the 
entrance of the town. 
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he death of Cicero,“ faid he, * dees 
not juſtify his Philippics ; but it has drum 


a veil over many of the illiberal and unjuft 


aſperſions with which they abound. There 
ſeems to have been a fatality in the perſecu- 
tion which Marc Anthony never ceafed to 


experience from this attractive orator : an ill 


conſtruction was put on all his words and 
actions: his friends were ſeduced ; his ene- 
mies exaſperated ; his follies exaggerated, 
and his Virtues forgotton. The law of elf 
preſervation appears to have authorifed his 

reſentment ; but this refentment has caſt a 
greater odium on his name, than if he had 
proferibed a thouſand honeſter men unen- 
dowed with the dangerous gift of cloquence. 
He muſt furely have been miſled : had he 
merely conſulted his own generoſity and 
magnanimity, he would have pardoned his 
implacable enemy, and have riſen ſuperior 
to him; but now the victory remains with 
Cicero: his writings, not his arm, were 
formidable 
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formidable to the Triumvir, and they Will 


probably exiſt as long as literature has any 
votaries. They will deceive poſterity as 
they did the contemporaries of the orator 
the ſentiments and dition will be admired 


| without any inveſtigation of the motives 
from which they ſprung, and few will be 
impartial enough to form a juſt eſtimate of . 


the character of Cicero from a compariſon 
of his oration for Mareellus with the firſt 
he pronounced after that particide, to which 
he inſtigated men, not leſs ungrateful, but 
more daring than himſelf. He deſerved to 
be ſacrificed to the manes of Julius Cæſar: 
he had flattered and betrayed him ; but 
Anthony was too much the object of his 
hatred to become his puniſher—yet, alas ! 
which of us can ſay with certainty how far 
clemency ſhould be extended, or how fat 
we can command our reſentment I do not 
attribute the horrors of the proſcription to 
the unfortunate Triumvit with whom 1 
os ſerved, 
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3 


ſerved, nor even to Auguſtus or * colleague. 05 


Brutus, Caſſius, and their adherents, were 
in reality the authors; becauſe they taught 
men by a fearful example to diſtruſt the 
profeſſions of gratitude, and the ties of 
obligation. Cæſar ſet no bounds to his for- 
giveneſs of injuries —he was therefore mur- 


dered and deified.“ 


Theſe laſt words of Torquatus inſpired, me 
with the higheſt eſteem for him, and I re- 
ſpected his partiality to the memory of a 


chief, whoſe errors he endeavoured to ex- 


cuſe without imitating his conduct. 

Puteoli is a ſtrong and well- fortified town: 
you know that Hannibal went to ſacrifice at 
Cuma, in order to attack this place, with- 
out ſeeming to make it the object of his 
journey, and that after three days fruitleſs 


endeavours he was repulſed with conſiderable 


loſs. 
From Puteoli we rowed along the moſt 


beautiful coaſt that imagination can con- 


ceive 3 
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ceive ; the rocks are covered with flowers 
and aromatic plants ; the- variety of iſlands 
diſperſed round the gulph, and the nume- 
rous Cities which ornament the ſhores, form 
the moſt delightful and animated proſpect. 
Nothing'can ſurpaſs in beauty the ſituation 
of Naples, except the brilliancy and varie-. 
gated colouring of the {ky under which it is 
placed. We arrived there late at night, and 
it 1s impoſſible to deſcribe the effect of the 
moon- light on this enchanting bay, which 
has been celebrated by Virgil, and many 
other favourites of the Muſes; and it muſt 
be confeſſed that nothing can be more truly 
poetical than the appearance. Manlius ſpeaks 
highly of the talents of the inhabitants, of 
the warmth of their imagination, and the 
gatety of their temper. I believe them to 
be like all other Campanians, rather fonder 
of pleaſure, and more careleſs of fame, than 
is conſiſtent either with their intereſt or real 
happineſs; but they are free from many deſtruc- 
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tive paſſions which diſturb the natives of 
more active cities. They are neither the 
ſlaves of ambition nor of avarice: they enjoy, 
perhaps too eagerly, the advantages laviſhed 
on them by nature; but theſe they are will- 
ing to participate with others: they receive 
ſtrangers with cordial hoſpitality, and have 
few enemies amidſt the neighbouring cities. 
Manlius, who had indeed brought me 
hither for that purpoſe, was very deſirous I 
ſhould be preſent at a theatrical repreſenta- 
tion, which the Neapolitans had prepared 
on account of a ſolemn feaſt. I at firſt de- 
clined to comply with his requeſt, becauſe 
I would not delay my departure; but the 
weather proving unfavourable, I was obliged 
to yield, and ſhould have been highly grati- 
fied if my mind had been more at eaſe. The 
theatre is magnificent, and the muſic excel- 
lent : the drama was the PRoMeETHEvus of 
Eſchylus : this bold and intereſting compo- 


fition was aſſiſted by the uncommon merit 
= 
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of the performers, and by all the illuſion of 

. ſcenery, decoration, and machinery. Ido 
not believe that any poem ever breathed 
more foreibly the ſpirit of independence, or 
that liberty of principle ever approached 
nearer to ſeditious turbulence: there are ſome 
paſſages which made ſo dreadful an impreſ- 
ſion on me, that I was more than once 
tempted to leave the theatre. The ſight of 
a hero, exiled and tormented by Jupiter for 
having ſtudied the happineſs of his fellow- 
creatures, and endeavoured to free them from 
the ſufferings inflicted by deſpotiſm, bore 
ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to the image, which 
is for ever preſent to my thoughts, that I 
felt the moſt painful and oppreſſive ſenſa« 
tions. What a powerful effe& has poetry 
when it coincides with our ruling paſſions ! 
It excites them to all .the vehemence of en- 
thuſiaſm, and makes us greater than mortals, 
or more deſperate than madmen. I was 
_ to uſe every effort to moderate my 
D 2 | {ene 
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ſenſations, and would have given millions 
never to have entered the theatre. Torquatus 
obſerved my emotion, and, as it was early, 
propoſed our taking a ride to Herculaneum *. 

This city abounds with elegant buildings, and 
is delightfully ſituated at the foot of Mount 
Veſuvius. The inhabitants live in opulence 
and ſplendor, and many artiſts are em- 
ployed to adorn their habitations. We went 
to the houſe of Nonius Balbus, where I ſaw 
an intereſting buſt of Plato -, and two excel- 
lent ſtatues of a Fawn and a Mercury ſeated: 
Manlius intends the latter as a preſent for one 
of the temples. Devotion, or rather ſuper- 
ſtition, prevails over all this country; and 
ſince the Egyptian divinities have been wor- 
ſhipped in the cities, there 1s ſcarcely a folly 
or a vice which has not been conſecrated by 


This city, deſtroyed by an eruption of Mount Ve- 
ſuvius, and diſcovered in the preſent century, is too 
well known to require a deſcription. 

+ Buſt and ſtatues, in the King's Muſeum at ; Por- 


tici. 


public | 


ns 
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public adoration. Manlius remarks, that 


magnificent gifts are offered to theſe divi- 
nities, in the ſame belief as th Latins * 


formerly entertained of Jupiter, when they 
beſought him to defend them againſt the 


tyranny of Mezentius, if he expected they 


ſhould beſtow the firſt fruits on him, and 
not be compelled, like the Rutulians, to offer 
them to the ſovereign, It is certain that 
the devotion of theſe people cannot be much 
enlightened, while they ſuppoſe that morality 
is not included in religion. Manlius is juſtly 
prejudiced againſt Iſis, Serapis, and Anubis; - 
he never ſees the Syſtrum, or the key of the 
Nile, without recollecting the flight of Cleo- 
patra, and the ruin of his unfortunate com- 
mander. We ſtayed laſt night at Hercula- 


neum, and this morning viſited Pompeia +, 


a ſmall but not unpleaſing town, which, like 


15 Fragment of Cato. 
+ Pompeia met with the ſame fate as Herculaneum, | 
well known by Sir William Hamilton's deſcription. 
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the former, acknowledges Alcides for its 


90 founder. At this place is a ſtrong detach- 


ment of the legion appointed to ſerve on 
board the fleet ; and in the neighbourhood 
are country-ſcats belonging to many of our 
patricians. Hence we went to Stabia *, the 


ancient capital of the Oſcans, afterwards 


poſſeſſed by the Samnites, near the delight- 
ful banks of the Sarnus. The coolneſs of 
the breezes, the mountains that ſhade the 
city from the burning heats of the fouth, 
with the groves and woods that ſurround it, 
make the ſituation peculiarly . eligible - for 
ſummer. The Cæſarian family have here a 


magnificent villa, with extenſive and beau- 


tiful gardens: at a ſmall diſtance are three 


mineral ſtreams; which have their ſources 
cloſe to each other, yet are different in their 


qualities; and very near them is a fountain 


An ancient city, near Caſtellamare, where his Sici- 
lian Majeſty has a palace delightfully ſituated. Stabia is 
mentioned by Strabo, and ſeveral ancient authors. 


of 


- 
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af the pureſt water. The ſame particularity 
is to be obſerved in the ground: the chain 


of mountains extending along the coaſt, bears 
no marks of the vulcanic materials that ap- 
pear in Veſuvius; and at the foot of the 


latter, in the bay oppoſite to Stabia, riſes a 


ſmall iſland*, or rather a rock, of pictu- 
reſque appearance, the formation of which is 
ſaid to be totally different. 

On our return, we aſcended the fertile Ve- 
ſuvius, and enjoyed a moſt noble view of 
the adjacent country, and of the beautiful 
gulph of Parthenope, the ſetting ſun greatly 


adding to the beauty of the proſpect. We 


perceived an infinite number of flouriſhing 
cities, amongſt which I diſtinguiſhed Nola, 


where the great Marcellus firſt oppoſed with 
ſucceſs the conquering arms of Hannibal, 
and ſtood forth the deliverer of his country; 
Nola, where Auguſtus breathed his laſt, and 


Rovigliano, in the bay of Caſtellamare. It is com- 
poſed of lime- ſtone. 


D4 .. * 
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left as an inheritance to his adoptive ſon 
the empire of the world. I did not feel 
myſelf diſpoſed to applaud the laſt ſcene of 
this important actor, but impatiently re- 
turned to Naples, in hope of embarking for 

Sicily. T7 

I found a light and well armed veſſel in 
readineſs, and am aſſured by Torquatus that 
during the night a favourable wind will 
ſpring up, and permit my departure. I hope 
to ſee him at ſome happier period, when my 
mind will be more tranquil, to thank him 
for his kindneſs. Farewell, my friend, I 
ſhall write to you as ſoon as I have any 
pleaſing intelligence to communicate—per- 
haps ſooner—for Heaven knows how I may 
ſucceed in my wiſhes | | 


LETTER 
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LETTER LVIL 
I OMITTED writing to you, my friend, x 
on my arrival at Meſſana, and have ſince de- 
ferred from day to day informing you of my 


proceedings, fince all my ſearch has hitherto 
been fruitleſs. I have made the moſt dili- 


gent enquiry throughout Sicily, and have 
been aſſiſted by the prætor, and by every Ro- 


man of note. A gloomy deſpair begins now 
to overwhelm me, and my future life ſeems 
at leaſt condemned to dreadful uncertainty, 


to a ſtate, the wretchedneſs of which 


cannot be denied even by the thoughtleſs, 


nor alleviated by the philoſopher. Vour 


letter, which I have received in this iſland, 
enjoins me not to deſpond, though you ac- 
knowledge the little probably of my ob- 

taining 
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taining any information at Baiæ. Alas! 1 


know not whether it was hope of ſucceſs, 
or fond attachment to the beloved ſpot, that 
conducted me thither. After the departure 


of a much valued friend, we cannot refuſe 


ourſelves the melancholy ſatisfaction of in- 
dulging our grief in the places which he 
inhabited, or where we bade him adieu; 
but it was natural I ſhould repair to Baiæ, 
as the laſt place from which any account had. 
been received of my uncle. 'The death of 
the flave, who accompanied him during the 
firſt day's journey, is indeed unfortunate ; 


yet what more could he have told me than 


he had related to the freedman ? That Vale- 
rius ſhould take ſo ſingular, and apparently 
ſo ſudden a reſolution, is contrary to reaſon ; 
but, on the other hand, the intelligence 
which you gained from the Inyrian appears 
to be deciſive. The weather, you ſay, was 
fair, the veſſel near Meſſana, and no proſpect 
of danger what can I ſuppoſe? Has he 


changed his e of retreat? Some of the 


inhabitants 


\F 
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inhabitants muſt have known that he was 


here. Did he paſs through the ſtreight, and 
embark on the coaſt of Calabria, or on one 


of the neighbouring iſlands? This is declared 


to be impoſſible, an exact regiſter being kept 


of all the ſhips that ſail between Rhegium 


and Meſſana, with the paſſengers they con- 
tain, which regiſter I have examined, but 
all in vain, I know not whether to direct 
my courſe — and yet I never will relinquiſn 
the purſuit. 3 | 
O! had Valerius received the news that I 


was ſtill living, he would not have fled from my 


; filial embraces—but ſurely his flight was 


not voluntary, though it ſeems certain 
that no emiſſaries from Tiberius, no friend 
of Sejanus appeared at the time of his 
departure. Forgive me, Septimius, my ideas 
are diſordered; my imagination wanders from 
conjecture to conjecture; if ſome pity ing 
power does not ſoon extricate me from this 
ſtate of cruel perplexity, it is impoſſible I 
ſhould retain my reaſon. 
| | Some- 
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Sometimes, in diſtraction, I think of fly- 
ing to Rome, entering the apartments of 
Tiberius, and forcing him, by my juſt fury, 
to lay aſide the maſk of diſſimulation, and 
declare—declare what? I have no evidence 


that he has acted treacherouſly by Valerius; 


and, indeed, it is ſcarcely probable—muſt I 


% 


add to my calamity the guilt of unjuſt ſuſ- 


picions 
Septimius, aſſiſt me, counſel me, ſave me 


from deſpair ! 


LETTER 


THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS 45 


LETTER LVIII 


THE guilty ſecret is diſcloſed—O Septi- 
mius! my ſuſpicions were not unjuſt; but I 
truſt the crime has not been completed. 

Thanks to the immortal Ruler of the univerſe, 
I may ſtill hope that Valerius lives; and 
while the winds are cruelly adverſe to my 
impatience, I have time to inform you of 
what I have learned, and of the uncommon 
| kindneſs, the benevolent friendſhip to which 
I owe this important intelligence. | 
Soon after I had diſpatched my laſt 18 

I returned to Meſſana, reiterated my enqui- 
ries, which ended, as before, in diſappoint- 
ment, and gave myſelf up to deſpondency. 
I avoided ſociety, and became inſenſible of 
hope or conſolation. In this condition I 
was ſurpriſed by my ſervant, announcing a 
__ ſtranger, 
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Anbger who earneſtly defired to be ads ; 


mitted.” The name of ſtranger awakened in 


me curioſity and expectation; I went out 


to meet him, and found myſelf in the arms 


of Sigiſmar. The affliction in which I was 
plunged gave way for a moment to joy and 
aſtoniſhment ; but I was ſoon reminded of 


Valerius by the generous youth, who informed 


me, that he had purpoſely left Germany to 
communicate to me ſome circumſtances 
which he had diſcovered relative to the fate 
of my uncle ; that, on his arrival at Rome, 


| he had heard from Manfred I was departed 


for Campania, and by unwearied diligence 
he had traced me hither. I ſhould in vain 
attempt to deſcribe my ſurpriſe, or. to tell 
the thanks which I expreſſed, and the 


anxious impatience with which I conjured 


him to loſe no time in relating all he had fo 


' unexpectedly learned : I could have fallen 


at his feet and worſhipped him as my 


guardian genius. 
The 
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The excellent youth firſt acquainted me 
that he was reconciled to Arminius, who 
having diſcovered ſome new treachery of 


Philocles, had been induced to make en- 
quiries into the conduct of the generous Ca- 
riovaldas, in conſequence of which he had 
reſtored his poſſeſſions to Sigiſmar. One day, 
while Sigiſmar was hunting with the chief, 
they found in a cavern three wretches, who 


by their habit appeared to be ſtrangers, 


emaciated with hunger, and almoſt lifeleſs 
with cold. Their ſtate excited compaſſion in 
the chiefs, and every means being uſed: to 
revive them, they began to recover, and were 
found to ſpeak the Latin language. This 
excited ſtill more the pity of Sigiſmar, he 


enquired into their hiſtory, and received for 


anſwer that they were ſlaves, and had fled 


from their maſter, who was a Roman. He 


aſked them from what part they made their 
eſcape, to which they replied with the irre- 


ſolution .and unwillingneſs of conſcious 


guilt. 
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guilt. Arminius ſuſpected they were ſpies, 
and would have put them to the torture ; but 
they were intimidated by the preparation, and 
; immediately confeſſed thats they had been 
acceſſary to the crimes of Sejanus, but not 


concerned in any attempt againſt the Germans. 
This did not ſatisfy Arminius; he repeated 
his menaces, and they acknowledged that, 
with two others of their companions, one of 
whom was the director in their infamous 
deſign, they had been employed to convey 
ſecretly into exile a diſtinguiſhed and noble 
ſenator of Rome, whole principles were of- 
fenſive to the favourite; that in the ſervice 
of this ſenator, they had experienced every 
bleſſing except liberty ; but that enticed by 
the promiſe of wealth and freedom, they had 
acted in obedience to the command of Se- 


janus, whom they imagined to be interpreter 
of the will of Tiberius; and having reported 


at Rome the completion of their purpoſe, 


were ſent to periſh in a remote part of the 
Tauric 


ric 


Is 
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Taurie Cherſonefus*. Being left to them- - 
ſelves in this miſerable region, where their 


two companions died of famine, they pene- 


trated through the country, and with inex- 
preſſible difficulty and labour arrived at the 
Danube, which they found frozen; and 
crofling it, they endeavoured to procure an 
aſylum among the inhabitants of its borders, 


but were conſtantly repulſed, becauſe their 
neceſſity had ſometimes urged them to ſeize 


the cattle on their way. Thus driven from place 
to place, after innumerable hardſhips, they 
wandered into the foreſt, where they were diſ- 
covered by my friend and his commander. Ar- 
minius havin gheard their ſtory, ordered them to 
immediate execution, but Sigiſmar interceded 
for their lives, declaring that they had been 
ſufficiently puniſhed by their powerful em- 
ployegs, for a crime which their ſervile con- 
dition naturally expoſed them to commit, if 


* Crim Tartary. 
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it did not render them excuſable. Arminius 
then interrogated them on the affairs of 
Rome, and the family of Marcus Flaminius: 
they immediately confeſſed that it was my 
uncle, whom they had been induced to 


1 in the following manner. 
The ſlave under whoſe direction they acted, 
was a Syrian, named Rodias, who had long 


been employed to watch every action of 
Valerius ; though, at the ſame time, they 
acknowledged his intelligence could afford no 
ſubject of complaint to Sejanus. They accom- 
panied their maſter to Baiæ in the beginning 
of the former year, and Rodias, who was in 


conſtant correſpondence with a freedman of 
the favourite, there heard from him the 


news of my return to the legions, and, at the 
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ſame time, received orders to intercept all 
letters which might arrive for Valerius: 
with theſe orders a plan was ſent, which 
they were to purſue in conſequence of a reſo- 
lution then formed by Sejanus, to remove 
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my uncle from Italy, leſt, with the additional 
| ſtrength which my appearance would add to 


his party, ſome {ſcheme might be formed to 


oppoſe the deſpotic meaſures of the emperor 
and his adherents. This plan was arranged 


with conſummate artifice, and put in execu- 


tion on the evening my uncle had fixed for 
his departure for Naples. As it was late 


when he fat out, his conductors pretended 


to miſtake their way, and being armed, 
they ſecured the other ſlaves who refuſed to 


be accomplices in the crime. They travelled 


all night, and their injured maſter, finding 


all reſiſtance vain, reſigned himſelf calmly 
to his fate. During the day he was lodged 
in a houſe appointed by Sejanus, and they 


diſpatched another of the ſervants, who was 
privy to the meaſure, with a feigned meſ- 


ſage from Valerius to give the falſe intelli- 
gence which I received from his freedman at 
Baiæ. The next night they purſued their 
way, obſerving the utmoſt ſecreſy, and 

1. arriving 
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arriving at Brunduſium, conducted their 
priſoner to the dwelling of a perſon devoted 
to the intereſts of Sejanus, who induſtriouſſy 
ſpread the report that Valerius had departed 
for Greece. A ſhip was prepared, when the 
noble exile and his lovely daughter were by 
night conducted on board. After firſt ſteering 
for Dyrrachium, the pilot changed his courſe 
and directed his veſſel towards Sicily, where, 
ſending off a boat to the commanding officer 
at Meſſana, they ſhewed an imperial order for 
permitting them to paſs without delay or 
examination, being charged with a commiſ- 


ſion for Sardinia. ” 

With theſe precautions they proceeded, 
and at length ſet their priſoners on ſhore at 
Ericuſa, the moſt diſtant of the OEolian* 
iſlands, with only two attendants, one of 
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whom was a female flave belonging to Va- 
leria. All that came in the veſſel were 


thrown into the ſea except the five perpetra- 
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tors of this atrocious dend and theſe after- 
wards received from their employers in ſome 
meaſure the puniſhment they deſerved. 

The ſlaves aſſured Sigiſmar that they had 


often repented of the crime; but, being once 


engaged in the ſervice of Sejanus, they 
could not retreat : they ſeemed to fee on one 
hand righes and freedom, to reward their 
ſervices; and on the other, inevitable death 
to ſecure their ſilence. 
Dreadful as this narration may appear, 
it has yet freed my imagination from appre- 


henſion that the inſidious enemies of Valerius 


had put an end to his being. It is certain 
that they were actuated by that puſillanimity 
natural to corrupt minds, and took every 
meaſure to perſuade the public that his de- 
parture was voluntary; fearing that, if they 
had deſtroyed him, his death could not long 
remain concealed or unpuniſhed. They 
imagined that a crime of ſo black a die 
would excite ſuch remorſe in the perpetrators 

3 as 
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as neither threats nor promiſes could wholly 
ſtifle; and to this fear I undoubtedly owe 
the preſervation of Valerius. It is probable 
* they would not dare to embark on this ſide 
of Italy, as they could not have found a veſſel 
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for their purpoſe without firſt acquainting 


Torquatus the commander in chief, whom 
they knew to be the intimate friem of Va- 


lerius. The intelligence of your Ulyrian is 


* — "> = 


now confirmed ; but had he not perſonally 
recogniſed my uncle, it is likely he would 


have been deceived by the ſame account 
which was given to the officer at Meſ- 
ſana. | 

To return to the gallant Sigiſmar, for 
whoſe fate I had fo long been anxious, I 
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know not how ſuſficiently to acknowledge my 
ſenſe of his kindneſs. 
„The ſecret,” ſaid he, appeared to me 


too important for epiſtolary communication, 
or for any ear but yours; my reaſon told me 
it was neceſſary to depart immediately for 
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Rome, 
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tunity of ſeeing my friend.” 
I conjured Sigiſmar, as he was now thus 


happily reſtored to me after ſo long and 
painful an abſence, never to leave me more ; 
and entreated him to accept of a villa, which 


I poſſeſs at Tibur, and which, though not 


ſpacious, is encloſed by lands ſuſceptible of - 


improvement, and ſufficiently extenſive to 
ſatisfy his deſires. Sigiſmar, however, per- 
fiſts in his intention of returning to Arminius, 
though from what I can collect by his ſilence 
on many particulars, rather than,from his 
converſation, it appears that ſince the defeat * 


of the Germans, who are now divided by 
inteſtine diſcord, Arminius ſeems to have 


formed ſome ambitious ſchemes, which may 
end in an attempt to make himſelf the ſove- 


reign of Germany. Should this be true, the 


ſentiments of Sigiſmar are ſo well known to 


a Tacitus, Book 2. 


E 4 — 


1 
8 ; 
F 
49 
„ 5 P 
* 
2 
* 
2 4 
1 
3 
J 


Rome, and my heart rejoiced at this CPP | 


BY 


1 content do abcto/Wien eoe - 


56 | MARCUS FLAMINIUS ; OR, 

me, that I am aſſured he will never be ac- 
ceſſary to any deſigns that tend to ſubvert 
the liberty of his country. The true ſpirit of 


patriotiſm can alone detach him from Armi- 


nius, ſince the injuſtice which he has expe- 


rienced from him has never prevailed upon 


the virtuous Cheruſcan to ſwerve from his 


fidelity. When I expreſſed my indignation 
at the protection granted to Philocles, and 
the conſequences that reſulted from it, Si- 


giſmar replied, © You muſt conſider, my 
friend, that a prince and leader ought to ad- 
miniſter juſtice impartially ; and Arminius 
could not, conſiſtent with his duty, have ſuf- 
fered a kindneſs for me to lead him into a 
blind belief of all I had related : you are not 


Ignorant of the plauſibility and talents of 


Philocles ; even you were once deceived by 
him. Arminius attended to his declaration, 


which, it muſt be confeſſed, had all but 


truth ta recommend it: he was ſenſible of 


the advantages he might reap from the 
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knowledge and counſels of a man, who-had 
ſeen and ſtudied more than any individual of 
our nation. It was very natural Arminius 


ſhould be deluded by his ſubtilty, "but he has 


.made ample amends by. publicly declaring 
that my father was the friend of his country, 


and unjuſtly ſacrificed. I never thought 
myſelf | perſonally injured, but when he 
deprived me of the honour of being one 
of his companions. In this ſtation he now 


offers to replace me, but I am doubtful 


whether I ſhall accept of it : the war is over, 


at leaſt that which we waged againſt the 
enemies of our country: I have no deſire 


for diſtinctions, when I can no longer 


deſerve them: my reputation is independant 


of the favour of Arminius, though my 
attachment to him cannot end but with my 
life, or with his zeal for the real good of 


| Germany.“ 
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_ 


ETYTER IX. 


I BROKE off abruptly, my dear Septimius, 


wind ſuddenly changed and favoured our 
departure for the Ocolian iſlands. The ſea, 


alas! has once more deceived my hopes: we 


were obliged to make for Lipare, and I can 
ſcarcely flatter myſelf that the weather will 
allow me this evening to purſue my voyage 


to Ericuſa. The delay diſtracts me, and 


had it not been for the prudence of Sigiſmar, 
who, in compliance with the entreaties of 
the mariners, prevailed on me to deſiſt from 
my purpoſe of braving the ſtorm, we ſhould 
pernaps have been driven out to ſea by a 
tempeſt which baffled all the ſkill of our 
ſeamen. This generous youth is reſolved 

| not 
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not to leave me till I have met Valerius; and 


his preſence is eſſentially uſeful to n 
my agitated mind. | 
Vou will readily conclude that I have not 


- neglected an enquiry after Bertha and Ver- 


cennis Sigiſmar is become the happy huſ- 


band of the former, though he frankly ac- 
knowledges that when he firſt returned to 


his native plains, he found her immerſed in 


grief for my departure. He attributes his 


ſucceſs to the eſteem ſhe conceived for him, 
in conſequence of his friendſhip for Flami- 
nius, and he imputed no blame to her for 


an unfortunate and innocent attachment. He 


ſhared her ſorrows, and ſoothed them by 


his ſympathetic attention, till his many 


amiable qualities at length met with the 


reward they deſerved: his affection was 


returned, and the union of Sigiſmar and 


Bertha forms the felicity of Vercennis, and 
they have an infant ſon, born a few days 


before his departure for Rome. How great 


muſt 
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muſt be the ſenſibility of his friendſhip and 
the benevolence of his heart, that could in- 
fluence him to forſake ſuch domeſtic ties, 
and ſeek a diſtant and hoſtile land, to in- 
form me of the fate of Valerius | 

On enquiring more nearly into the reaſons 
for which Philocles has been diſmiſſed from 
the ſociety of Arminius, I have learned that 
a clandeſtine correſpondence was diſcovered 
between him and ſome of the allied princes, 
who are either jealous of the power of the 
Cheruſcan leader, or fearful leſt their liber- 
ties ſhould be ſacrificed to his ambition. 
The Grecian is now with Maroboduus “, | 
the chief enemy of Arminius: he is ſup- 
poſed to be the principal cauſe of the defec- 
tion of Ingomar, who formerly abandoned 
the Romans to join his nephew, and now 
has left him, to court the favour of thoſe 
who are in oppoſition to his intereſt. It 
appears that Philocles has — inflamed 


* Tacitus, Book 2. 
the 


Cs 
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the pride | of Ingomar, and taught him to 


ſcorn obedience to a young commander, with 
whom he is ſo nearly connected. Such is 
the conſtant and treacherous duplicity of the 
Grecian, that men of this conſummate de- 
pravity ſeem permitted to exiſt, that man- 
kind may by experience be diſguſted with 
artful plans and wily reſources. From the 
repugnance I have always felt at the fight of 
a deſerter, and the horror I have conceived 
for a wretch, who offers to betray the man 
in whoſe councils he once ſhared, I ſhould 


think that none would ever confide in ſuch 


characters. A ſecret impulſe ſhould impel 
us to ſhun them, even before we reflect 
that we may be the next victims of their 
artifice. 7 
Nothing can be more awful than the ap- 
pearance of this iſland *. As we approached, 


we contemplated the waves that reflected a 


* The volcano of Lipare is mentioned by many ancient 
authors, and was not extinct till long after the date of 
theſe letters, | 
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fan guine colour from the fiery torrents that 
roll down the 1lide of the mountain. The 


moon, half concealed by clouds, appeared of 


a pale and ſickly red; while the frequent 


exploſions, accompanied by wreaths of ſmoke, 
caſt alternately on the tide a dazzling ſplen- 
dor and a gloomy darkneſs. As we came 
on ſhore, the earth ſhook under us, a ſub- 
terranean thunder rolled in the hollow cavi- 
ties of the iſland, a rain of ſulphureous 


ſtones fell round us, or plunged hiſſing into 


the ſea. Sigiſmar was not terrified, but he 
was ſtruck with admiration and aſtoniſu- 
ment; and at length exclaimed—** Is this 
the beauteous Heſperia? Thanks to boun- 
teous Nature! ſhe has diſpenſed her favours 
with a leſs partial hand than I once imagin- 
ec 

This is the only time I ever heard from 
Sigiſmar an expreſſion, which has not de- 
noted univerſal benevolence, and could not 


help obſerving it. My friend,” faid I, 


© what 
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« what advantage could your countrymen 


reap from the conſciouſneſs that, while they 
are expoſed to the rigour of froſt and fnow, 


the natives of this iſland are in danger of 
conflagration ? The miſeries of others can 
ſurely be no alleviation of their ſufferings.” 
«« Miſtake me not,” replied he with un- 
uſual warmth ; Heaven is my witneſs, I 
have no joy in diſcovering the misfortunes 
of theſe regions ; but I exult in every event 


that frees me from error or prejudice. - I 


have always thought our brave Cheruſcans 


were condemned by their ſituation to pecu- 


liar hardſhips, while the fortunate Italian 
enjoyed uninterrupted bleſſings: I have 
ſometimes envied their advantages, not for 
myſelf, but for the wretches who toiled in 
our fields, or ſtood motionleſs to guard our 
intrenchments. With the privileges you 
were ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, I could ſcarcely 
conſider you as our brethren; you appeared 
to me like beings exempted from the miſe- 

e 
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ries of human kind; I ſhall henceforth be 
more juſt, and my pity will be more exten- 
five.” SEEN | 
We ſtrayed far into the interior part of 
the country, and found it wonderfully fer- 
tile, wherever the volcano has not lately 
extended its ravages. It is not poſſible to 
viſit theſe iflands without recalling to mind 
the fictions of the poets, which are mani- 
feſt embelliſhments of phyſical as well as 
hiſtorical truths. With very little aſſiſtance 
from imagination, we may hear the reſound- 
ing hammer of Vulcan, and the boiling of 
the metallic fluids, which are to compoſe 
the armour of the gods. When I obſerved 
in Sicily the gentle ſtream of Acis flowing 
from beneath a rock, which appears to have 
been flung by the hand of a giant, I traced 
the image back to its ſource, and was no 
longer ſurpriſed at the bold ideas which 
placed the Cyclops on theſe ſhores, and in- 
terpreted the tremendous force of inflam- 
matory 
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heh, 


matory matter as the jealous fury of an 
enraged miniſter of the God of fire. Poetic - 
wonders .can thus be naturally explained ; 


f and I begin to find nothing wholly ficti- 

5 tious, except the ſophiſtry of pretended phi- 
. loſophers, and the ſceptic reaſonings of thoſe 

4 who would deſtroy ſenſibility by phraſes, and 
1 make virtue dependent on ſelf-love. 

- We have paſt the night in expectation of 

8 the tempeſt abating; but the return of day 
8 has not cleared the proſpect. T he natives 
5 of this country are hardy, inJuſtrious, and 

f active; their features are regular, and full 
e of expreſſion; their figure manly and grace- 

d ful. We have experienced great hoſpitality 
8 from the principal citizens, of whom TI 
e enquired whether there remained any de- . 
d ſcendents of the good Timaſitheus *, Who 
„ ruled their iſland at the time when our 
h legates, being deputed to offer at the ſhrine 
- ob Apollo the golden cup, vowed by Ca- 
* 


| * Livy, Book 5. 
5 þ Vor. II. | F millus 
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millus during the Veian war, and purchaſed 
with the ornaments preſented by the Roman 
ladies, were taken by the Pirates of Lipare, 
and fo generouſly ſet at liberty by their 
governor. You have read that he not only 
lodged them at the public expenſe, but 
eſcorted them with his fleet to Delphos, and 
afterwards reconducted them in ſafety to 
Rome. His family is extinct; but the tablet, 
given by a decree 'of the ſenate to entitle 
him to all the privileges of hoſpitality, and 
the preſentggghich accompanied it, are'care- 
fully preſerved by the Liparenſians in their 
public treaſury. They were highly delighted 


at hearing that T was the ſon of a Valeria; 
they knew that one of the family was at the 
head of this celebrated embaſſy, and they 
earneſtly requeſted that I would take their 
iſland under my protection. I could not 
refuſe to comply with the requeſt, and was 
greatly affected to perceive their reverence 
for the Valerian name; whilſt the beſt and 

3 


| THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS. - 
nobleſt Roman of that name, deprived of 
his honours, and ſecluded from -human in- 
tercourſe, remained unremembered by that 
country which he defended, and oppreſſed 
by that prince whom he never injured. 


LETTER 
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> 


LETTER bx, 


AT length, my friend, I have reached the 
hallowed ground where Valerius triumphs 
over the caprice of fortune, and the injuſ- 
tice of man. At length I am reſtored to 
his parental arms]! What words can deſcribe 
our meeting! What colours can paint the : 
heroic firmneſs with which he ennobles mis- 

fortune! | Fs . 

It was late in the evening when we arrived 
at Ericuſa ; the winds were huſhed, and the 
tremulous light of the moon glittered on the 
ſurface of the water, while a few trees, 
ſcattered along the coaſt, intercepted its rays, 
and caſt long ſhadows on the plain. I ſprung 
impatiently on ſhore before our galley had 
touched it, and walked haſtily towards a 

: light 
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Vght which appeared at a ſmall diſtance: 


Sigiſmar "followed me, and we diſcovered 
that the light proceeded from the door of a 


- there found nets, lines, and other imple- 
ments of fiſhing: a woman, with a child 


ning, and ſeemed greatly aſtoniſhed” at our 
appearance. We aſked her to ſhew us the 
way to the dwelling of Titus Valerius; ; ſhe 
looked fteadfaſtly on me for ſome time with- 
out reply. I was alarmed, and repeated the 
requeſt with agitation: ſhe then ſaid, that 
ſuch perſon was unknown to her; but that, 
if we were in diſtreſs and wanted aſſiſtance, 


I 
4 


there was, not far remote, a habitation, 


man with his daughter, who paſſed their 
days in ſuccouring the needy, viſiting the 


differences between the few inhabitants of 


the iſland. I wanted no further proof that 


hovel, to which we directed our ſteps: we 


ſleeping beſide her, was employed in ſpin- 


rather larger than hers, where dwelt 2 Ro-" 
ſick, inſtructing the youth, and ſettling the 


F 3 this 


3 
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this beneficent Roman muſt be Valerius. 
I defired that ſhe would accompany us 
to the place; but ſhe ſaid that it was un- 
neceſſary, as the path lay ſtrait before us, 


and we could not miſtake our way. I waited 


for nothing more, but rather flew than 


walked towards the place to which ſhe 


pointed, where I foon perceived a cottage ſur- 
rounded with trees, and could ſcarcely be- 
lieve that ſo humble a dwelling ſhould be 


inhabited by one of the firſt of Rome's pa- 


tricians by a deſcendent of the Valerii. My 
heart was full ſtood to compoſe myſelf, 
and had not power to advance. Sigiſmar 
felt for me: he preſſed my hand, and ſaid, 
* Marcus! your uncle lives—how great 
would be my tranſport if it were' poſſible 
that I could find Coriovaldas living, even in 
the moſt miſerable cavern ; but, alas! he is 
gone for ever! recollect yourſelf, my friend; 
have you not often declared that true great- 

| neſs 


1 r 
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neſs does not conſiſt in exterior circum- 
ſtances ? . 

t is true, Sigiſmar,” anſwered I; and 
my heart tells me that I ſhall find Valerius {till 
greater in yon cottage, than in the lofty 
manſions where I laſt embraced him.” 

This reflection, in ſome meaſure, reſtoring 
me to myſelf, I began to conſider in what 
manner I ſhould diſcover my arrival to my 
uncle. Though I knew his mind ſuperior 
to the ſhocks of misfortune, I was not cer- 
tain but the ſudden appearance of a 'belov- 
ed nephew, whom he honoured with pa- 
rental affection, and whom he had | long 
lamented as ſlain, might produce an exceſs 
of joy and ſurpriſe that would ſuſpend his 
faculties, and ſhake that firmneſs which had 
ever diſtinguiſhed his character. 

As I was abſorbed in theſe reflections, 
and ſlowly moving towards the cottage, I 
perceived a female figure dreſſed in white, 


ſeated under one of the trees; the moon 
F 4 | ſhone 
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ſhone directly on the place, and the end 
that was viſible in her countenance, the 
graceful majeſty and decent compoſure of 
her appearance, the radiancy of her eyes, 


all convinced me it could be no other than 


Valeria. Vou have ſeen her, my friend, 
and it is needleſs to deſcribe the impreſſion 
the made on me: we advanced rather too 
abruptly ; | ſhe was greatly alarmed, and 
when we enquired for Valerius, ſhe trembled 


and turned pale, imagining we were come 


with ſome fatal order from Tiberius. While 
J was pierced to the foul at her miſtaken 


terrors, ſhe fell on her knees, implored our 


pity, and conjured us to ſpare him. In 
vain I attempted to fpeak—Sigiſmar ob- 
ferved my diſorder, and informed her that I 
was Marcus Flaminius, who had been ſaved 
from the flaughter of Teutoburgium ; 
but it was ſome time before ſhe gave eredit 
to his words: at length, when ſhe had 
ſufficiently recovered herſelf to turn her 
e . | i £6 eyes 


ot Gd 
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eyes on me, ſhe looked as if defirous to 


trace in my features the truth of what ſhe 
had heard. * Speak to me,” - ſaid ſhe, 
e aſſure mie that you. are Marcus.” I know 


not how I anſwered ; you, my friend, will 


conceive what muſt have been my agita- 


tion. Valeria then departed, with a ſignal for us 
to remain in the ſameplace: in a few minutes. 


ſhe returned, and told me ſhe had in- 
formed Valerius that a ſtranger was arrived 
who could give him intelligence of his 
nephew. She entreated me that Sigiſmar 
might firſt accompany her to Valerius, and 
prepare him by a previous narrative to re- 


ceive me. I conſented ; but no words can 


give an adequate idea of my impatience. I 
waited not long, before Valerius appeared, who 


alarmed at the agitation of Valeria, and the 


apparent confuſion of Sigiſmar, had ruſhed 
forth to learn the cauſe: he ran to me, he 
preſſed me to his boſom—but I will not 
wrong the ſcene by attempting to deſcribe 

it. 
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it. O Septimius why were you not pre- 
ſent to experience ſenſations worthy your 
generous, your feeling breaſt? | 
My uncle led me to his dwelling, where, 
as ſoon as I could collect myſelf, I pre- 
ſented to him my friend, the fon of my 
benefactor. This is the only time,” ex- 
claimed Valerius, that I have regretted, 
from any perſonal motive, the loſſes of 
fortune, and of my influence in the re- 
public How can I teſtify my ſenſe of the 
greateſt of all obligations?“ | | 

I looked round the humble habitation ; 
Valerius ſmiled. Marcus,” ſaid he, Pop- 
licola rendered more eſſential ſervices to the 
Rate than T have ever had it in my power to 
do, and probably he was not more magnifi- 
cently lodged.” 

It would be impoſſible to give you an 
account of ourevening's converſation; you may 
imagine that Valerius commanded me to relate 
every thing that had occurred to me ſince 

our 
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our parting, His approbation of my con- 
duct gives me a heartfelt ſatisfaction beyond 
all the pompous rewards I have received, 
even beyond the acclamations of my country. 
In him I venerate her majeſty, united with 
whatever is dear and reſpected in nature. 

Valeria appears to me the moſt amiable 
of her ſex. - 

My tranſport is too great to allow me 
repoſe; and yet it - cannot be complete 
till I have communicated to Septimius the 
reward of my long anxieties. Though I 
do not mean at preſent to diſpatch any ſer- 
vant from this iſland, I ſhall continue to 
write to the moſt excellent of friends. 

The morning appears, and I am impatient 
to rejoin Valerius: how much have I to ſay 
to him! how much to learn ! 
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LETTER, 1Xt.- 


Tris morning, as ſoon as the ſun ap- 
peared above the horizon, I accompanied 
Valerius to the ſea ſhore, where ſeating our- | 
ſelves on ,a rock, he explained to me the 
cauſes which he imagined had excited . 


him the enmity of Sejanus. 
+54 have, faid he, BI always treated the 


favourite with indifference. While Tiberius 
was at. Rhodes, I had an opportunity of 
being uſeful to ſome of his friends who de- 
ſerved my aſſiſtance: at his return he ſhewed 
an inclination to form an intimacy with me, 
and his mother often hinted that ſhe deſired 
to hear my opinion on various ſubjects con- 
cerning the republic. I conſtantly replied, 


that I gave my opinion in the ſenate; at the 
| fame 


„ 


_ ; 
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ſame time I carefully avoided making any 
connexion with Livia or her ſon; this you | 
know, and may eafily ſuppoſe the reſt. 
When the commonwealth loſt Auguſtus, I 
foreſaw with regret that none but Tiberius 
would attempt to fill his place. It is true 
that a party might have been raiſed againſt 
him ; but the event was uncertain, and the 
republic would have been ex poſed to all the 
horrors of a civil war, which muſt ſooner or 
later end in abſolute monarchy, whatever 
title the conqueror might aſſume. Germa- 
nicus, the only perſon of the Julian family 
whoſe virtues made his government deſir- 
able, could not without a crime have diſ- 
poſſeſſed his adoptive father; nothing there- 
fore remained for good citizens but to en- 
deavour, as far as poſſible, to curb 
the power of Tiberius, and to maintain 
the ſacred reliques of our rights and pri- 
vileges. : 7 
* In former times, when luxury, the 
Ea” 
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chief corrupter of mankind, was ſcarcely | 


known in our republic, ambition was di- 


rected towards the general good ; or if any 
citizen, whoſe abilities were greater than his 
Integrity, attempted to form a party, his 
views were ſoon diſcovered and defeated, 
As riches increaſed, the partiſans of men 
of diſtinction grew into armies ; the ſtate 
was torn to pieces bf the diſcordant intereſts | 
of various leaders, each of whoſe revenues 
were equal, perhaps ſuperior to thoſe of a 
Powerful monarch, and whoſe influence was 
conſiderably more extenſive. Equality could 
no longer ſubſiſt ; and the chimerical idea 
which a few enthuſiaſts, rather than true 
friends to liberty conceived, that the ancient 
Principles of government could be re · eſta- 
bliſhed in all their purity, when ſimplicity 
and frugality were loſt, only ſerved to engage 
the powerful to ſtrengthen their forces and 
increaſe the means of ſeduction. To put 
in force the Agrarian laws, when the moſt 

0 | | leading 
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leading men of the ſtate are intereſted in 
oppoſing them, is certainly impracticable ; 
and without an equal diſtribution of the 
goods of fortune, or at leaſt without pre- 
venting too great a diſparity, no perfect 
commonwealth can ſubſiſt. Brutus was per- 
haps one of theſe enthuſiaſts deſcribed, and 
the conduct of his aſſociates is ſtill leſs 
to be defended. It appears to, me that 
Ceſar was neceſſitated to act as he did; 
for had he ſubmitted to the demands of his 
opponents and diſmiſſed his army, he muſt 
have been the paſſive aſliſtant in eſtabliſhing 
the ſovereignty of Pompey. This was a 
part for which nature had not formed him: 
with the talents and virtues he poſſeſſed, | 
had he lived in different times, he would 
have freed his country from the yoke of the 
Tarquins, he would have revenged on the 
Decemvirs the blood -of Virginia, would 
have driven Hannibal out of Italy, and been 
ſatisfied with the honours ſpontaneouſly be- 

| ſtowed 
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ſtowed on him by his country: ſuch was 
the conqueror of the Gauls, the pardoner of 
his enemies! Auguſtus, by a long and peace- 
ful adminiſtration, healed the wounds of 
civil diſcord; few acts of injuſtice were com- 
mitted during his government, and internal 
peace diffuſed proſperity over our extenſive 
dominions. The Roman name was reſpect- 
able throughout all nations, and the ſhafts 
of misfortune ſeemed only directed againſt 
the family of the ruler: we were as for- 
tunate as the degeneracy of our manners 
could reaſonably permit us to hope. 'Tibe- 
rius, notwithſtanding his profound diſſimu- 
lation, has already convinced us that he 
aims at more abſolute power than his pre- 
deceſſor ever deſired. We ſhould repel every 
innovation of deſpotiſm, at the ſame time 
that we preſerve reſpect for his perſon ; re- 
membering that our aged bark requires a 
pilot, though we muſt not ſuffer this pilot 
to tyrannize aver the mariners, nor drive 

the 
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the veſſel on a rock. "Theſe are the maxims 
which I have ever purſued, and which con- 
Rituted the motives of my oppoſition to the 
dictates of. Sejanus. I was of opinion that 
the ſpirit of rivalry, among the heads of 
the republic, which diſappeared under the 
ſuperior power of Auguſtus, might break 
out afreſh, in a more dangerous and more 
diſgraceful manner, when fomented by an 
inſidious favourite for his illicit and ſelfiſh 
purpoſes. I wiſh to revive the priſtine zeal 
of our nobles in defence of the laws of 
Rome, and of the empire of Tiberius: I 
can ſcarcely believe that even the moſt cruel, 
avaricious, and lawleſs prince, unleſs im- 
pelled by infatuation, can voluntarily ſeek 
the ruin of his country, with the intereſts _ 
of which his own are ſo nearly connected : 
but narrow-minded miniſters, who have 
been raiſed, without deſert, to wealth and 
power, who act merely for their private 
ends, may calumniate the prince to his peo- 
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ple, and the nation to their ſovereign; t ; they 
may ſpread corruption and diſſention till they 
involve both in mutual calamities. I have 
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no perſonal enmity to Sejanus, though I 
deſpiſe his character, and fear, for the re- 
public, the increaſe of his influence; but I 
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contented myſelf with repulſing the vanity 
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that urged his pretenſion to the hand of 
Valeria. I never oppoſed the promotion of 
any of his adherents to places by which the 
public ſafety was not endangered; yet I am 
ſenſible that my exile is owing to his arti- 
fices. I made no reſiſtance the facrifice 
was not great to abandon a country where I 
mult have been hourly a ſpectator of wrongs, 
which probably I ſhould have in vain at- 
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tempted to redreſs. 
Whether fear or malice induced Sejanus 
to chooſe for my retreat a neglected iſland, 
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which has no comwunication with the 
continent; to place me in a habitation 
ſcarce defended from the inclemency of 
the ſeaſons, and to allow for my ſubſiſtance 

only 


5 


. = E [ 3 


FFC 


* 
= F ** Ss,» * WY þ ' — Se n 2 WA rA =d, 5 OI A Ina „„ Conor a OW BT a th n E S r Fr i I Bo e N 23s - 0 1 4 IG 
n N S J — 8 — TY" 384 1+. et n 8 . K . R n bed F 8 ; Sl 2 
bas 2 8 . e „ 28 i nd ne et ot A /d dd . RG TH „ 


THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS. 83 


only rocky ground, cultivated by two or 
three ſlaves, whom he, perhaps, commanded 
to watch my motions, but whom I have 
converted into uſeful and induſtrious beings, 
all this, my dear Marcus, is totally indif- 
ferent to me; and ſuch is the tenderneſs of 
Valeria for her father; that ſhe has acquired 
ſufficient magnanimity to relinquiſh, without 
a figh, the gay proſpects that opened to her 
blooming years. I boaſt of no ſtoiciſm ; I 
love to enjoy and communicate the gifts of 
fortune; I regret my friends, and ſometimes 


lament that I am uſeleſs to my country; but 


I am conſcious of having acted uprightly, 
of having done my duty; and neither deſire 


of revenge, nor repining at deſtiny, diſturbs 


my repoſe. One grief alone hung like a 
weight on my exiſtence. Often in ſolitude 
and filence, the image of Marcus preſented 
itſelf to my imagination, and even that grief 
was tilled, though not effaced, by my love 
for Rome, in whoſe cauſe you bled, What- 
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is now my fate, Valeria will find in you 
a friend and protector,” EE: 
I was about to ſpeak, but he prevented 
me by proceeding ; ** I know, my ſon, that 
you would wiſh to reſtore me to my former 
ſituation; but ſupplications would neither be 
conſiſtent with your ſpirit, nor with my 
character. Theſe I am certain you would 
diſdain: every attempt to excite the minds 
of the Romans againſt their prince is ab- 
horrent to my nature, and I would not 
accept of liberty on ſuch terms. Time tnay 
change the face of affairs, and may give me 
the means of returning with honour : in the 
mean while I charge you, by your filial affec« 
tion, and by the ſervices you have done your 
country, never to be led aſtray by private 
reſentment. Reflect how many have become 
guilty of irreparable crimes by engaging too 
warmly in a cauſe which was juſt in the 
beginning : I need hot warn you never to be 
feduced by a falſe ambition to court the 
favour 
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favour of any man, however powerful ; or, 
when the laws of your country forbid, im- 


plicitly obey the dictates of any prince, even 
were he endowed with the virtues of a Ger- 
manicus. Believe me, Marcus, the beſt of 
men, when truſted with ſovereignty, are 


liable to commit injuſtice, from the very 


benevolence and humanity of their diſpoſi- 
tions. Strict impartiality in this world can 
only be found on tables of bronze, or of 


marble.” 


I repreſented to Valerius, that whatever 
might be his fate, I was determined to ſhare 
it; that henceforth all my wiſhes centered 
in the deſire of never being ſeparated from 
him and Valeria, unleſs I could once more 
be ſo fortunate as to employ my arms in the 
ſervice of my country; but that peace would 
be a ſtranger to my breaſt, while the inju- 
ries he received from Sejanus remained un- 
VWR 2 

„ Sejanus,” reſumed he, had not power 
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to injure me; my fame, nay my happineſs, 


has conſtantly been independent of his ma- 
lice; and the vain ſtratagems he has em- 
ployed deſerve from Marcus no other puniſh- 


ment than contempt. True greatneſs, my 
ſon, conſiſts no leſs in being ſuperior to 
perſecutions of this nature, than to the ills 


they may have occaſioned. I muſt eſteem a 
man before I would reſent his ill conduct. 
Leave Sejanus to the certain, though perhaps 


tardy, vengeance of the public, and think ; 


only how you are to maintain, with unſhaken 


dignity, the character of a Roman; when at 
Rome, regardleſs of the inſidious favours of 


the great, and of the ſeditious applauſes of 
the people; and when engaged in foreign 


ſervice, neither endangering the ſafety of 


your troops in the cauſe of your private am- 


bition, nor ſacrificing your laurels, and the 
ſplendor of our arms, to the fear of raiſing jea- 
louſy at home. But this exhortation is unne- 


ceſſary; your warmth of diſpoſition and love 
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of * require rather to be ſuppreſſed than 


excited; Icharge you, therefore, to remember, 
that by ſtrict moderation alone you can be 
eſſentially ſerviceable to the republic. To 


her you muſt dedicate your life: myſelf and 


Valeria are only to be ſecondary conſidera- 


tions; ſecluſion has not been my choice, 


but the circumſtances which have led to it 
render it honourable, and not unpleaſing to 
me. In you it would be criminal ; you are 


deſtined for an active life, and the difficul- 


ties under which Rome now labours, afford 
you an ample field for the exerciſe of every 


virtue; eſpecially in theſe unfortunate times, 


when public degeneracy, more than the Cæſa- 
rean fortune, menaces Rome with ſlavery. 
There have been many proofs of heroic 
fortitude, of patriotic zeal, equal if not 
ſuperior to what the moſt ſhining part of 
former annals can produce; and my prophe- 
tic hopes aſſure me that you will be con- 
G 4 ſpicuous 
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ſpicuous with the 8 of theſe exam. 
„ 

Our converſation was here interrupted by 
the arrival of Valeria, and her preſence pre- 
vented my reply. She was welcomed by 
her father with a ſentiment of pleaſure that 
diffuſed a glow of cheerfulnefs over his 
countenance. | 

Septimius, I vive often formed in my 
imagination an idea which ſeems realized in 
Valeria. She has all the graces and inſtrue- 
tion of poliſhed life, with the candour and 
ſimplicity of the natives of uncorrupted 
regions. The ingenuous Bertha ſometimes 
appeared childiſh; the elegant Aurelia has 
Joſt her attractions in affectation, and per- 

haps there was always ſome mixture of arti- 
fice in her character, over which my parti- 

ality had caſt a veil; but never till now did 

I truly experience that ſenſation which 'the 

unfeeling calumniate, and the licentious pro- 

fane. Do not accuſe me of haſtily giving 
way 
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way to the firſt impreſſion : all I had heard 
of Valeria ſince my return from captivity, 
aſſured me that ſhe was formed to make me 
happy ; and the ſight of this lovely maid 
has convinced me that I cannot be ſo with- 
out her—but, alas ! Septimius, I dare not 
truſt the rapturous proſpect which my ima= 
gination would create, Valerius is inſulted 
and oppreſſed ; he will not allow me to ſhare 
his exile from the world; he has ſhewn me 
chat it is incompatible with my duty ; how 
can I reftore him with honour to the ſenate? 
How can 1 prevail on him to conſent to any 
ſteps that J may take to this effect? Should 
I acquieſce with him in the heroic firmnels 
that makes him ſubmit to his preſent ſituation, 
a ſuppoſition at which my nature revolts, 
muſt I diſguiſe my thoughts whenever I 
would wiſh to viſit him? and when ſhould 
I not defire to fly to him for counſel, for 
encouragment, in every virtuous reſolution ? 
Could I bear to deprive him of the ſociety 

of 
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of Valeria, who ſheds a balm over the 
cares of life ; whoſe filial attachment com- 
penſates the loſs of every friend he once 
poſſeſſed? Would ſhe conſent to ſuch a ſepa- 
ration? Nay, could I ſupport the idea that 
I was living in felicity and ſplendor, while 
my uncle, my protector, the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed patrician of the republic, was plunged 
in neglect and indigence ? | 
Theſe are thoughts that damp all the ec- 
ſtacy I feel in being reunited to Valerius, and 
his too lovely daughter. Alas! my friend, 
are we to owe our miſery to the moſt pleaſ- 
ing, the pureſt, and moſt natural affections 
of the ſoul? 3 
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LETTER LXI. 


I AM made unſpeakably uneaſy by a cir- 
cumſtance which, though inconſiderable in 
itſelf, may be productive of fatal conſe- 
quences. The Sicilian ſlave, who was re- 
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commended to me by Germanicus, made his 
eſcape three nights ſince in the boat of the 
poor fiſherman, whoſe hut we entered when 
we firſt diſembarked on the iſland. He 
compelled the owner to accompany him, as 
we learned by the return of the fiſherman 
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this morning, who ſeemed confuſed and pe- 
nitent : he confeſſed that he had been terri- 
fied by the menaces of the ſlave, who came 
to him during the night, accompanied by 
another of my people, and forced him to 
convey them to the iſland of Lipare. The 

En wite 
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wife was likewiſe conſtrained to enter the 
boat with them, in order to prevent en- 
quiry; and when we knew next morning 
of their departure, we had no means of 
purſuing them in time, my veſſel being 
anchored off the oppoſite coaſt of Ericuſa, 
where there is a ſafer harbour. The fiſher- 
man, who never before made ſo long a 
voyage, relates that the Sicilian ſlave had a 
veſſel prepared at Lipare, in which he im- 
mediately ſet ſail for the continent, pretend- 
ing that he was diſpatched by me, 
Valerius is willing to ſuppoſe that theſe 
faves had no other motive for departure 
than the recovery of their liberty ; but my 
anxiety is great, and from all circumſtances 
I am convinced that we have every thing to 
fear for the ſafety of my uncle, when once 
his enemies perceive that their villany is diſ- 
covered. I reproach myſelf for not having 
taken the neceſſary precautions to prevent 
ſuch a misfortune; but 1 find myſelf inca- 
| pauable 
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pable of guarding againſt the complicated 
ſchemes of artful diſſimulation. Were I the 
only victim, life would not be worth the 
attention requiſite to inveſtigate the plots 
of ſuch men; but that my arrival ſhould 
be fatal to Valerius! I cannot ſupport the 


thought. O Septimius! ſome artful means 


muſt have been practiſed to engage Germa- 
nicus to place this Sicilian in my family ; 
and yet it might be imagined that this ex- 
cellent prince, who is continually the object 
of treacherous enmity, would have miſ- 
truſted ſome perfidy. I am certain that he 
could not intentially have deceived me. 

Cariovaldas ſpoke but too truly, when he 
ſaid that I ſhould be condemned to a life of 


anxiety and perturbation. Amidſt the wilds 
and deſerts of Germany I was not ſurrounded 


by a race of beings ever ready to revolt by 


| treachery againſt the ſtate of ſubordination 


in which they live; yet it has been one of 
my conſtant ſtudies to make that ſtate as 
little 
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little felt as poſſible. Valerius laments with 
me that ſo large a portion of mankigd ſhould, 
by ſervile occupations, loſe ſo much of the 
dignity of human nature, and that it be- 
comes neceſſary to govern them with a ſtrict 
ſeverity, often more diſtreſſing to their rulers 
than to themſelves. © Inſtruction,” ſays he, 
and intellectual purſuits unfortunately can- 
not be general, and they whofe minds are 
unenlightened, may eaſily be corrupted and 
ſeduced. Modeſt and induſtrious ſimplicity 
ſhould be the characteriſtic of the lower claſs 
of men; and we are in ſome meaſure to 
blame ourſelves, or rather the univerſal em- 
pire of luxury, for the crimes they commit, 
in confequence of having been elevated to 
participate the pleaſures of fortune, without 
having enjoyed its only true advantage, that 


of a liberal education. Theſe reaſons induce 
me to overlook the treachery of Rodias and 
his companions, and ſhould lead you to par- 
don the Sicilian. The very ſituation in which 
ſuch 
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ſuch men are placed will habituate them to a 
_ perpetual concealment of their paſſions and 
ſentiments; and even thoſe whom we inſtruct 


in letters and ſciences, are ſtill obliged to 
live-for us and not for themſelves.” 


In this manner does Valerius reaſon on all 
the moral and caſual ills of life ; his mind 
riſes ſuperior to their power, and enjoys per- 
petual ſerenity; like the ſummit of ſome 
lofty mountain unmoved by the ſtorms, 
while the thunder rolls beneath, and the ſable 
clouds involve the lower world in darkneſs. 

How far am I from having attained this 
exalted fortitude! and yet, Septimius, I am 
not anxious for myſelf. I intended to have 
paſſed ſome time in Ericuſa; every thing 
attaches me to this ſpot, and while I yielded 
to the inexpreſſible tranſport of liſtening to 
the engaging converſe of Valeria, and to the 
ſublime philoſophy of Titus, I found myſelf 
repaid for all my ſufferings, and vainly hoped 
to fix in my unſettled mind ſome plan for 


my 


8 
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my future conduct; but now every moment 


of my ſtay may increaſe the danger to which 


Valerius is expoſed. I muſt tear myſelf 


hence to prevent the dreadful conſequences 
which may ariſe from the ſlave's diſcovery : 
I muſt leave the objects of my tendereſt af- 
fection, that I may not loſe them for ever 
the winds at preſent oppoſe my departure. 


LE T. 
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PRES eee 


THE northerly wind, which has blown 
ſome days with peculiar violence,, impedes 
all navigation, and lengthens the pain of 
parting « my heart is torn by contrarx 
emotions, and nothing but my fears for 
the ſafety of Valerius could make me wiſh 

to leave this iſland. When my imagina- 


tion preſents to me the misfortune that may 
enſue from the leaſt delay, I fly with impa- 
tience to the ſea ſhore, in hopes that I ſhall 
_ perceive ſome change in the winds ; and yet 
when I obſerve a cloud that ſeems to por- 
tend an alteration, my heart involuntarily 
forms a momentary wiſh that I may be ftill 
detained. Sigiſmar omits no opportunity of 
aſſiſting and conſoling me; to him alone I 
. = Vol. II. | daare 
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dare communicate the whole of my anxiety. 
Valerius is undiſmayed in the midft of 
danger; and the facred awe impreſſed on me 
by the contemplation of his fortitude, for- 
bids me to expreſs the leaſt apprehenſion in 
his preſence. Valeria has, in fome meaſure, 
loſt her fears in the confidence of her father; 
or, perhaps, ſhe conceals them from the ſame 


- motive. Heaven forbid that I ſhould awaken 


them! The ſtudy of my life would be to 
ſhield her from the rude blaſt of misfo:?une. 
O!] that I could prevent her ever knowing 
ſorrow! 75 1 
We paſs our days in the moſt intereſting 
converſation, and every hour increaſes my 
admiration for Valerius. Speaking to him 
of the viſit I had made to his villa at Baiæ, 
and the demonſtrations of affection to him 
which I had witneſſed in both the rich and 
indigent inhabitants of the place, he turned 
afide, and ſeemed to conceal a greater emo- 
tion than I ever ſaw before on his coun- 
| tenance. 
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tenance. He changed the diſcourſe to his 
library, which, he ſaid, was the part of his 
poſſeſſions he the moſt regretted. © While 
I had the advantage,” continued he, of 
conſulting at pleaſure the ſage who could | 
enlighten me with the experience of ages, I 
conceived that ſuch communication was eſ- 
ſential to my exiſtence ; and when public 
affairs, or the inevitable interruptions of 
ſociety, keptme two or three days abſent from 
my ſilent preceptors, my imagination ſeemed 
languid, and my mind vacant. I am now 
accuſtomed to be deprived of ſuch reſources, 
and feel the advantage from digeſting more 
at leiſure in my memory what I have for- 
merly read; nay,” added he, turning to Si- 
giſmar, who liſtens attentively to every word 
of Valerius, when I conſider the virtues, 
the judgment, the penetration and firmneſs 
in the character of your father, ſuch as I am 
certain has been faithfully deſcribed by Mar- 
cus, I begin almoſt to entertain a doubt of the 

H 2 utility 
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utility of books, and to ſuppoſe that curio- 
ſity, and the deſire of knowing the thoughts 
and actions of the wiſe and good, are the 
principal incentives to reading: elegance of 
ſtyle, and the various arts of perſuaſion, 
which the ſtudy of eloquence ' imparts, are 
other conſiderations. But though Cario- 
valdas wanted no afliſtance from the phi- 
loſopher, or the moraliſt, and practiſed 
all, nay more than they have taught, with- 
out having conſulted their works ; yet you, 
Sigiſmar, who have inherited his talents 
and his virtues, you, who would be an orna- 
ment to any country, are commendable for 
wiſhing to acquire the knowledge, which 
a ſeries of ages has diffuſed over this part 
of the globe. It will give you advantages 
which no wiſe man ſhould contemn : it 
will confirm you in the principles you have 
adopted, and will convince you of the truth 
never too often 8 that wiſdom and 

virtue are but one,” | 
Sigiſmar 
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Sigiſmar ſhed tears at the mention of his 
father. O Valerius,“ exclaimed he, ** ſince 
I have loſt Cariovaldas, why cannot I remain A 

with you, -and bring up his deſcendants in 
imitation of his virtues and of yours.” 

I have been interrupted by the mariners, — 
who inform me that the weather permits 
our departure. My troubled ſpirits ſcarce 
allow me to think] muſt not wait. Sep- 
timius! my friend ! how can I bid farewell 
to Valerius and his daughter? The eaſt red- 
dens with the approach of day -I cannot 
depart without ſeeing them. 


Hö 
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LETTER LXIV. 


I WRITE to you, my friend, from on 
board my galley. Sigiſmar repoſes; our 
hardy rowers. cut with meaſured ftrokes the 
liquid element; the pilot ſings at the helm; 
I alone am wretched ; my perturbation in- 
creaſes as I approach the ſhores of Italy; in 
vain I look back at the cluſter of iſlands 
which are ſcarce viſible on the horizon. 
What an immenſe ſpace have a few hours 

interpoſed between me and happineſs ! 
When I cloſed my laſt letter, in the ut- 
moſt agitation, I found Valeria riſen. She 
was walking ſlowly beneath the trees that 
ſhade the dwelling: I ſaw her ſtop, and, 
with eyes full of tears, contemplate the un- 
furled fails of my galley, When ſhe per- 
ceived me, ſhe thanked me for haſtening my | 
| departure, 
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departure, as ſhe felt the neceſſity of my 
preſence at Rome, and acknowledged that 
the flight of my ſlave had given her alarms, 
which ſhe endeavoured to conceal before her 
father. Her filial affection, and the con- 
fidence ſhe placed in me, overcame all my 
reſolution, or rather the little remains of 
fortitude, which I had attempted to collect, 
that I might be able to ſupport the part- 
ing moment. Valerius found us in this 
ſidtuation; he embraced me; My ſon,” 
ſaid he, the only concern I have in this 
world, is the care of my honour, of Vale- 
ria, and yourſelf. I need not recommend to 
you the two firſt; but I charge you, by your 
love for me, by the tender and compaſſionate 
regard with which the unprotected ſtate of 
my daughter inſpires you, not to expoſe 
yourſelf raſhly, nor to riſk a life devoted 
to your country, in any ſervice but that of 

Rome.” 8 
How can I obey him? What could I pro- 
| H 4 miſe? 
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miſe? I know not how I tore myſelf from 
his arms; long did I perceive him with 
Valeria on the beach; my eyes continued 
fixed to the ſpot, while they could diſtinguiſh 
the beloved objects: even now, while I am 
writing, they turn involuntarily towards that 
part of the horizon. 
A cloudy vapour has involved the neareſt 
of the iſlands—I am once more a ſolitary 
being in the wide univerſe—Why was I re- 
ftored to the protector of my youth, to the 
parent whom I have ever loved with inex- 
preſſible fondneſs, and who is now more 
dear to me, far more dear, as the father of 
Valeria! Why did I enjoy a gleam of tran- 
ſtory rapture ? Why has death ſo often fled 
from my wiſhes ? | 
The excellent Sigiſmar, id gentle and 
beneficent diſpoſition ever ſympathiſes with 
my ſufferings, has given up one of the greateſt 
of enjoyments, that of repoſe and oblivion, 
ke ſhare the ſorrows of his friend. Septi- 
mius, 
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* you will pardon the wild expreſſions 
of my deſpair; the wretch whoſe heart is 
lacerated with poignant affliction, looks on 
ſleep and annihilation with longing eyes Or 
with hopeleſs dejection. 

oY will rouſe myſelf from this exceſs of 
grief; my reſolution is ſettled, and what- 
ever is the event, you ſhall be informed of 
it. n Be 
You will judge of the diſorder of my mind 
by the incoherence ſo apparent in my writ» 
ing. Ifly to you, the moſt valued of friends, 
for conſolation. Sometimes I ſtart, as from 
a deep reverie; and though every inſtant 
tranſports me further from Ericuſa, I im- 
_ patiently enquire with what diſpatch we pro- 
ceed on our voyage. 

We are now at a ſmall diſtance from the 
Pontine iſlands, the place of baniſhment 
for many illuſtrious exiles, and particularly 
the wretched Julia: the fight of them in- 

creaſes 
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creaſes my uneaſineſs. Sigiſmar, whoſe mind 


is free from thoſe ideas that cloud in my ima- 


| gination, the beauteous appearance of nature 


in our once fortunate country, often ſtands 
motionleſs with pleaſure and admiration, 
The benefit of cultivation excites no leſs his 
attention, than the charms of nature : fully 
convinced of the advantages of agriculture, 
he regrets that the inſtitutions of the Che- 


ruſcans are adverſe to this nobleſt and moſt 


harmleſs method of enriching a nation. The 
variegated fields of Campania attract his 
eyes far more than the ſumptuous villas, 
whoſe terraces project into the ſea, 

He is lately become acquainted with the 
immortal Eneid; and traces, with enthu- 
fiaſm, every ſpot celebrated by the poet. He 
would willingly have viſited the grotto of the 
Cumzan Sybil, and has learned, with de- 
light, that Mifenum and Caieta ſtill retain 
the names given to them by the Trojan; but 


he is not dazzled by the ſplendid embelliſh- 
ments 


4 


- _S 
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ments which Virgil has laviſhed on his hero. 
He conſiders him as an unjuſt invader, who 
robs Latinus of his power, and Turnus of 
Lavinia; hut is greatly intereſted in the fate 
of this unhappy prince, and juſtifies the re- 
ſentment of Amata. The only circumſtance 
which in ſome meaſure reconciles him to 
FEneas, is his invariable piety towards An- 
chiſes. Had my mind been at eaſe, I ſhould 
have received infinite ſatisfaction from his 
remarks, which flow ſpontaneouſly from a 
heart, uncorrupted by irregular paſſion, fal- 
Jacious prejudice, or pernicious example. 


LET. 
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— 


ER LXV. 


Wk met with a violent tempeſt off the 


promontory of Circe *, and my impatience 


nearly cauſed the deſtruction of my friend, 
and of our gallant ſeamen: they perceived 


the ſtorm increaſing, and urged me to re- 
turn to Caieta ; but unwilling to hazard any 


delay, I preſt them to continue their courſe, 


vainly hoping we could reach Oftia ; but 
finding this impracticable, I propoſed we 
ſhould make the port of Antium +. The 
ſeamen uſed all their efforts to obey me, and 
Sigiſmar and myſelf gave what aſſiſtance we 
could; but having paſſed Aſtura, the ſurge 
threw us on the coaſt ; the galley was ſhat- 


*N ow called Mount Clecello: 
+ Porto d'Anzio, . a ſmall ſea- port in the Pope's domi- 
nions. | 

tered 
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tered into a thouſand pieces, many of our 
people were hurt, and hardly eſcaped with 
life. This accident conſtrains me to paſs a 
night at Antium, where we arrived on foot 
after great labour and fatigue. I have taken 
poſſeſſion of your villa “, and have expe- 
rienced much attention from your ſervants 
in ſuccouring my poor ſeamen, 'whom I had 
| almoſt ſacrificed to my vehemence of tem- 
per. 

I did not think it uſt that Sigiſmar: ſhould 
be deprived of the pleaſure of viſiting ſome 
of the wonders of art, with which the taſte 
and magnificence of latter ages have crowded 
this city and its environs. I conducted him 
to the gardens of Mecznas, and ſhewed 
him the ſtatue of Auguſtus, placed by that 
miniſter as preſiding over the tepid fountain, 
which he deſtined to be, like that prince, forthe 


* The Septimii had a villa here: thoſe of Mecænas, 
Atticus, Auguſtus, &c. are taken notice of by ſeveral 
ancient har. 
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good of the public. We then went to the 


elegant and ſimple dwelling of Pomponius 
Atticus, whoſe character I endeavoured to 
explain to my Cherufcan friend: for, at firſt, 
he did not ſeem inclined to think favour- 
ably of a man, who adhered to no decided 
opinion concerning the great events which 
determined the fate of his country ; but when 
he heard that his univerſal kindneſs was not | 


ſhewn during the proſperity, but in the ad- 


verſity of each ſucceſſive party or individual, 


he attributed his conduct rather to general 


benevolence, than to moral indifference or 
inſenſibility. To me it appears impoſſible 
to know Atticus, without eſteeming and 
loving him ; but at the ſame time, a man 
of his diſpoſition may not unjuſtly be con- 
ſidered as a private benefit and a public 

evil. 
We afterwards ſaw the pompous manſion of 
Tiberius, who has rendered this villa much 
more ſplendid than I remember to have ſeen it 
when 
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when in the poſſeſſion of Auguſtus. It was 
here this great man received the beſt of 
titles; it was here that he was ſaluted 
FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY : but the preſent 
ſtate of the apartments declares that they 
rather belong to the maſter than the father. 
A profuſion of gold and precious ſtones 
appears in every room ; the walls and pave- 
ment are of the moſt coſtly marbles, and 
many ſtatues ' have been added, amongſt 
which I obſerved, with a mixture of admi- 
ration and diſguſt, a dying gladiator, in whom 
the pangs of diſſolution are expreſſed with 
ſuch truth, as can only pleaſe the artiſt, or 
the tyrant. How different is the expreſſion 
of another ſtatue in the ſame portico ! It re- 
preſents a combatant ſpringing forward to 
attack an enemy on horſeback ; ſtrength and 
agility are in every limb, courage and dignity 
in the countenance, and with ſuch animation 
as might infuſe ſpirit into the coldeſt boſom. 
Sigiſmar was delighted, but not aſtoniſhed 


at 
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at the ſight of this figure; the perfection of 


art has ſo much of nature, that he who i is 


unacquainted with the difficulty and pro- 
greſſive labour, by which ſuch perfection j is 
attained, will not be ſurpriſed at an excellence 
which only correſponds with his own ideas 
and obſervations. N | 
We entered the temple of "PRES *, and 


| here 1 had an opportunity of obſerving how 


_ eaſily my friend is induced to yield to reaſon 
and conviction. Having heard of this cele- 


brated fane, and of its oracles delivered by 


the drawing of lots, he was ſtrongly tempted 
to make the trial. I firſt enquired of him 
whether he really believed there exiſted any 
means by which it was poſſible to ob- 
tain a knowledge of the future, except by 


conjectures ariſing from a combination of 
paſt incidents: he ſeemed doubtful, con- 


feſſed that he had never been firmly per- 


* Horace, Ode 36, Book I. 


ſuaded 


ik a4 — Wy 2 was 


ſuaded of the gift of human preſcience, 
though few of his countrymen doubted of 
its truth, and the example of moſt nations 
confirmed them in their opinion. He ac- 
quieſced in my arguments againſt the be- 
nefit of foreſeeing events, and conſented to 
relinquiſh his firſt intentions, deſiring to hear 
my opinion of the empire of Fortune in ge- 
neral. b I repreſented to him the evident in- 
conſiſtency of ſuch belief in her power: 
« If Fortune,” ſaid I, diſtributed good and | 
11] amongſt the inhabitants of the earth, and 
the univerſe were governed by chance, our 
prayers would be of little avail to ſo capri- 
cious a Divinity, whoſe very name implies 
irregular caſualty ; but if, as we have every 

reaſon to ſuppoſe, an all- powerful, juſt, and 

merciful Being watches over us, and diſpenſes 

bleſſings and misfortunes, according to his 

wiſdom and our deſerts, it is to him we 
ſhould direct our ſupplications, or rather, it 
Vor. II. | 55 1s 
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is in him we ſhould place our truſt. The 
reſt is ſuperſtitious error and idle curioſity: 
whatever events are to happen, it is our 
duty to meet them with intrepidity; and we 
could do no more, if by e we 
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were prepared for them.“ 

Sigiſmar bluſhed, and confeſſed t at ſoli- 
citude for the future was generally incon- 
ſiſtent with true fortitude: 
quitted the temple, and we paſſed near the 
ruined monument erected to the memory of 
Coriolanus by the Volſcians, after murdering 
him for his tardy repentance of the injuries 
he had done his country. Sipiſmar con- 
templated the decayed ſtructure with pecu- 
liar attention, and then turning to me, aſked 
what we Romans thought of the man whoſe 
aſhes lay there entombed. anſwered, that 
we neither loved him as a friend, nor 
eſteemed him as an enemy ; that his reſent- 
ment had corrupted his principles, and that 

his 
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his former virtues were effaced by the greateſt 
of all crimes. Sigiſmar heaved a deep ſigh, 
and preſſing my hand, Marcus!“ ſaid he, 
the Romans are not the only men, who 
have a country, and who muſt not join her 
enemies.” : 

It was now late, and we returned to your 
villa, where I met thoſe of our mariners 
who had leaſt ſuffered, and who had ſtopped 
on our way at the Temple of Neptune * to 
ſuſpend at the ſhrine ſome reliques of our 
ſhipwreck. The ſhores re-echoed with their 
acclamations, and they were impatient to 
tempt once more the faithleſs element, in a = 
bark which: your people had provided. But 
as there is no expectation that the ſea will 
permit our departure this evening or to-mor- 
row, I ſhall continue my journey to Rome 
by land, and mean to ſet out at break of 
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* In this place is a ſmall town and fortreſs, with a 
is palace, Pomfili, belonging to Prince Doria. 
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day. Farewell, Septimius, your ſervants 
have taken the charge of diſpatching my 
letters to you my next will inform you 
whether we are ſlaves or Romans. ä 
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LE TT ER LXVI. 


SEPTIMIUS, I never concealed my inten- 
tions from you till in my laſt two letters. 
Accuſtomed to open all my heart to my friend, 
this concealment has given me uneaſineſs; 
and nothing but the fear of involving you in 
that ruin, which ſeemed to hang over our 
family, could have reduced me to ſuch 
painful neceſſity. Þ 


I arrived at Rome early in the afternoon, 


and immediately went to the palace. The 
commander of the Prætorian guard, who 
was on duty, informed me the emperor had 
given orders that none ſhould be admitted : 
I anſwered that the honour and ſafety of 
Tiberius were concerned in what I as ſay; 


the officer perceived I was determined, and 
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ſuffered me to paſs. In the antichamber ! 
found the'uſual crowd of freedmen and flaves 
of all denominations, who are ſuffered to 
enter while men of rank and independent 
citizens are excluded. 1 applied for imme- 
diate audience and obtained it, when Tibe- 
rius had been acquainted: with the urgency 
of my requeſt: he received me with a 
countenance on which appeared a kind of 
ſmile, and commanded that we ſhould be 
left to ourſelves. I thus began: | 
A Roman patrician, who has ever done 
his duty to his country, in the moſt dil- 
tinguiſhed manner, both in the field and 
ſenate, has been forcibly conveyed by his 


own ſlaves to a remote iſland, where he | 
| has been left near two years, in a ſtate un- 1 
| worthy of the meaneſt of his dependants. 1 
He has been torn from his honours, his ] 
poſſeſſions, and his friends: three of theſe | I 
ſlaves yet ſurvive, and accuſe a more C 
powerful, and more complicated villain, 1 
| of 
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of being the firſt inſtigator of their crime, 


while this villain ſhields his guilt under the 


ſacred name of Tiberius, Your honour is 
more intereſted than that of Valerius in clear- 
ing up this infamous tranſaction, and in re- 
ſtoring him to his former . * _ | 
is dependent on his.” 

I expected to have found Tiberius em- 
barraſſed: he was calm, and I proceeded. 

« Valerius: has convinced me that in its. 


preſent ſtate of degeneracy, a chief is ne- 


ceſſary to our republic: the unſhaken love 
which he bears his country attaches him 
firmly to the man, whom the will of Pro- 
vidence, and no mean talents of his own, have 
placed in the higheſt ſtation which can be 
filled by a mortal. He venerates in you the 
majeſty of Rome, and would defend your 
life as he would guard the capitol ; but he 
may fall a victim to the treacherous deſigns 
of thoſe, who are enemies to the ſtate, and 


DORN of regard for Tiberius: : with him 


1 4 may 


120 makers FLAKILNEDS 5 OR, 


may vaniſh all remaining loyalty to a prints 
Who ofice declared he only accepted of 
ſovereign power that he might be uſeful to 
his country. Valerius may periſh and 
Marcus Flaminius will not ſurvive his death, 
becauſe he cannot revenge it without diſ- 
obeying his paternal injunctions. But the 
Roman fire is not extinct; it animates the 
breaſt of many heroes whoſe intrepid valour 
will cruſh the hydra of infidious politics, 
and with the tremendous arm of juſtice anni- 
hilate the murderers of the great deſcendant 
of Poplicola.” 

Tiberius changed colour but his features 
were ſcarcely diſcompoſed, and he ſoon 
wholly reſumed the emperor. | 

re Marcus,” ſaid he, 1 commend, and 
thank you for your zeal ; I have already in- 
formed you of my ſentiments in favour of 
Titus Valerius ; you are not raſhly to credit 
the teſtimony of a few guilty ſlaves, who 


ſeek to calumniate others as an excuſe for 
their 
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their crime ; oevertheleſs enquiries ſhall be 
made, and due puniſhment inflicted on the 


guilty : in the mean time you will find that 
the principal cauſe of your complaint has | 


been removed. I no ſooner learned from 


my ſon, that the retreat of Valerius was in- 


voluntary, than I repreſented the affair to a 
ſenate, which I convoked on the occaſion; 
I entreated the conſcript fathers to depute 
two of their moſt honourable colleagues, 
Valerius Maximus and Meſſala Corvinus *, 
to conduct your uncle back to Rome. Four 
days are elapſed ſince their departure: they 


have taken the road of Puteoli, and are by 


this time embarked for the iſland of Ericuſa, 
as I gave orders that Torquatus ſhould ſup- 
ply them with veſſels. If the wind is favour- 
able, you may ſhortly expect to ſee Vale- 
rius and his daughter; and I hope you will 
for the future be leſs raſh in your ſuſpicions, 
* The Maximi and Corvini were branches of the 
Valerian family. 
and 
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i 2 leſs precipitate in your proceedings. My 
_ eſteem for your uncle, my conſideration of 
your ſervices, and the deſire I entertain of 
being more nearly connected with men who 
prefer the good of their country to every 
other confideration, all engage me to baniſh 
from my remembrance the haſty and repre- 
henſible manner in which you firſt addreſſed 
me. ; 1 
I was ſtruck mute with aſtoniſhment, my 
dear Septimius, but, I confeſs, did not yield 
an implicit belief to the information that 
Was given me; at leaſt 1 conceived there 
muſt be ſome artifice concealed in a mea- 
ſure that ſeemed too generous for the diſ- 
poſition of Tiberius. Notwithſtanding his 
cenſure'of my temerity, I ſhould have ven- 
tured at ſome interrogations, had I not been 
prevented by the entrance of ſeveral perſons, 
who had waited for an audience, and whom 
the emperor ordered to appear as ſoon as he 
had anſwered me. | 


I imme- 
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+ immediately went to Germanicus, who, | 

happily;for my peace of mind, is not yet 
departed for Syria. | He received me with 
inexpreſſible pleaſure, felicitated me on the 
| ſpeedy return of Valerius; and removed all 
my doubts for the preſent, by aſſuring me 
that the deputation had been publicly ſent, 
and that Druſus was the perſon who had 
perſuaded the emperor to a meaſure ſo con- 
trary to what might have been expected from 
the known influence of Sejanus, and the 


ſtrong ſuſpicions that appeared againſt him. 
My ſatisfaction is not complete, and I 
made no ſcruple of avowing to Germanicus, 
that however ſenſible I might be of the 
friendſhip of Druſus, I could not diſguiſe 
my diſapprobation of the means by which 
he muſt have acquired his information of the 
place to which Valerius had been baniſhed. 
Germanicus ſeemed tacitly to agree with 
me, and lamented that I ſhould have reaſon 
to complain of the Sicilian, whom he had 
5 recom- 
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recommended: he recollected that Druſus 
had often employed him in commiſſions of 
little conſequence, and praiſed his intelli- 
gence; but he convinced me clearly that he 
was far from approving the ſtep, which his 
| brother had taken on this occaſion, though 
he believed it to proceed from the zeal of 
friendſhip. | 

My firſt idea was to ſet out immediately : 
for Campania in hopes of meeting Valerius, 
but Germanicus aſſures me that he is to be 
conducted by ſea to Oftia : I muſt therefore 
wait with reſignation, but it is impoſſible to 
deſcribe what I feel. 

1 wiſhed impatiently to have an explana- 
tion with Druſus; but, much to my mor- 
tification, I learned that he was gone on a 
hunting party into Sabina, and would be 
ſeveral days abſent. ' His conduct diſpleaſes 
me greatly; it might have been productive 
of the moſt fatal conſequences, and 4 fear the 


motive is not merely generoſity or friendſhip. 
Forgive 


* 
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Forgive me, Septimius, if I judge too hardly 

of xour friend; I have no conception that 
noble actions are to be purſued by clandeſtine 
means; truth and honour love the day. My 
obligations to Druſus will embarraſs me; 
for how can I be grateful when I diſapprove 
of his proceeding, and yet how can I reſent a 
meaſure that reſtores Valerius to dignity and 
peace? 


LETTER 


126 MARCUS FLAMINIUS 5 ok, 


4 
— 


f 


LETTER LIVE. 


To my former uneaſineſs, which, how- 
ever abſurd it may appear, is beyond my 
power to remove, may be added the pain 
I feel for Sigiſmar, who has not received any 
accounts of Bertha, or of his family, though 
he had given them inſtructions in what man- 
ner intelligence might be conveyed to him 
at Rome. They only are acquainted with - 
the place to which his journey was directed, 
and even to them he did not communicate 
the motive of his ſudden departure. At my 
return home laſt night I found him leaning 
againſt the pedeſtal which ſupports a buſt of 
the unfortunate Demetrius -. You know 


* Son of Philip, king of Macedon, brought as an hoſt- 
age to Rome by Titus Flaminius, and much beloved 
there. Livy, Book 33. 

ey — 
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with what tender regard we have always 
preſerved this image of that too amiable 
prince, who was the victim of his attach- 
ment to the Romans, and of the malignant 
jealouſy of an unworthy brother. Sigiſmar 
had learned his ſtory, and was greatly 
affected by it. Unhappy youth, ſaid he, 
„ what muſt have been his feelings, when 
he was forced to leave this hoſpitable roof, 
and return to a country where, divided be- 
tween the ties of nature and gratitude, he 
muſt either become hateful to his neareſt 
connexions, or forgetful of his generous be- 
nefactors, with whom he died in the attempt 
to reconcile theſe oppoſite duties. Oh! my 
friend, how painful it is to renounce a hap- 
pineſs which f. prings from the pureſt ſource ! 
How often muſt Demetrius have looked back 
to theſe ſacred walls! How often, amidſt the 
ſnares and perſecutions which ſurrounded him, 
muſt he have called on the name of Quintius 
Flaminius, and ſupplicated the Gods to 
| | ſhower 
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ſhower down bleſſings on the beloved man- 
ſion which he was doomed never more to 
behold!” 
- Sigiſmar burſt into tears as he pronounced 
theſe words, and ſoon after acquainted me 
with his intention of immediately returning 
into Germany. He leaves me to-morrow, 
and I cannot but reflect on the regret which 
I ſhall feel in bidding him farewell; but his 
diſtreſs is great, and I dare not detain him 
any longer. | pk 13-4 
I have received a letter from Druſus, in 
' which he endeavours to excuſe himfelf for 
having made uſe of my attendant to learn 
that I had diſcovered the retreat of Valerius. 
He urges the neceſlity there was for an 


| | if immediate application to the emperor, before 
Wil Sejanus could have any knowledge of the 
circumſtance; and adds that, when he returns, 
he will explain more fully his reaſons ; and, 
in the mean time, ſo earneſtly entreats my 
forgiveneſs, with ſuch apparent ſincerity, 
as 
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as clearly evinces how much he is intereſted 
for the family of Valerius. Oh Septimius 
never was I more perplexed : Druſus is the 
laſt man in Rome to whom I would have 
owed this obligation : it wounds me more 
than you can poſſibly conceive. For Lana 

I have here found ſeveral of your letters, 
and thank you. moſt ſincerely for the kind 
folicitude with which they ate written. 1 
ſometimes painfully reflect on the conſtant 
diſquietude which I communicate to your 
my life has hitherto been a ſeries of troubles, 
and they have obliged me to break through 
a maxim which I had adopted at a very 
early period of life, never to diſtreſs my 
friends by making them ſharers of my grief. 
It is, perhaps, the moſt pardonable ſpecies of 
egotiſm, but. ſtill- it bears the character of 


| that diſguſting weakneſs. A friendſhip, leſs 
generous and leſs conſtant than yours, would 


not ſo long have heard, with complacency, a 


I ſucceſſion of complaints ; but had I not been 


Yor TE N without 


- 
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without anxiety on your account, 1 ſhould 
not have filled my letters with my oun 
afflictions. Thank heaven ! the virtues. ol 
my friend have been exempted from ſuch 
trials! May no reverſe in his fortune ever 


call from me a proof how deeply I ſhould 


feel his ſorrows. It is true, Septimius, that 
I could excuſe myſelf by ſaying that not my 
own, but the calamities of thoſe deareſt to my 
heart have dictated my querulous epiſtles— 
yet are not thoſe friends fuperior to mis- 
fortune, and is it not for my own ſake that I 


am afflicted * Alas! I cannot ſeparate myſelf | 


from thoſe I love: I exiſt only in them: all 


1 have muſt be devoted to them, except my 
honour; and withonit that, I ſhould not be 


worthy of their regard. ; 
I am concerned to find that Germanicus® 
is going on the Syrian expedition without 2 


friend in power whom he can truſt; even 


* Tacitus, Book 2. | 


7 
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Syllanus, who is allied to him, feetns purs 
poſely removed to make way for Piſo, who 
has inherited a ſettled hatred for the Cæſa- 
tian family from his father, who oppofed 
Julius in Africa, and afterwards followed 
Brutus and Caſſius. The ſon has that dark 
and malignant diſpoſition, which is always 
inimical to the fortunate, and aſſumes the 
maſk of difintereſtednefs and independence, 
to conceal jealouſy and envy. His wife Pla- 
cina, powerful from her riches and con- 
nexions, is too much a' flatterer of Auguſta 
not to be the enemy of Agrippina; and 1 
foreſee that all the plans of Germanieus wilt 
be counteracted, and all his intentions miſ- 
repreſented. He ſees but too clearly the 
deſigns of his enemies, yet continues inflex- 
ible in his reſolution to obey the voice of 
duty. | 
I introduced Sigiſmar to him this morn- 
ing, and nothing can exceed the demonſtra- 
tions of eſteem with which he received him. 

| "= K 2 Soon 
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Soon after our entrance we were ſurpriſed 
with the voice of repeated acclamations *, 
and, on . enquiry, found it proceeded from 
the Palatine library, where the lovers of 
literature were aſſembled to hear a new poeti- 
cal compoſition. Germanicus propoſed that 
we ſhould increaſe the number of auditors, 
as Sigiſmar expreſſed the greateſt curioſity to 
be preſent at a meeting of this nature. He 
was ſtruck with the magnificence of the 
portico, and the ſtatues of the Belides +, 
placed alternately between the columns. The 
crowd was immenſe, and Germanicus re- 
pented of his propoſal, when he diſcovered 
that the poet was celebrating his victories on 
the banks of the Viſurgis. He is naturally 
averſe to hear his own praiſes, and his de- 
licacy was alarmed leſt any * might 


* Pliny, Epiſtle 13. Book 1. ſpeaking of the em- 
peror Claudius. 


1 Ovid, Propertius, Fg ; 


wound 


N- 


nd 
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wound my Cheruſcan friend: however, he 
conſidered that, by withdrawing himſelf ab- 
ruptly, he would diſturb the aſſembly, and 


mortify the poet; but, happily, this laſt 


* 


had ſufficient judgment to avoid in his com- 


poſition thoſe reflections on a vanquiſhed 


enemy, which are not only illiberal in them- 


ſelves, but injurious tothe glory of the con- 


queror. The grammarian Apion®, who was 


preſent, joined warmly in the vociferous ap- 
plauſe ; but took notice, to thoſe who ſtood 
round him, of many words and ſentences 
which he condemned as improper, or neg- 
ligent. Germanicus was diſpleaſed at a 
liberty which appeared to him injudicious, 
as it could not be authoriſed by critical 
knowledge. Apion, an Egyptian, can hardly 
be a competent judge of the elegance of our 


language; and I was myſelf diſguſted at 


his cenſures, which were trivial and pe- 
- Aulus Gellius, &c. 


K 3 „ dantic ; 
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dantie ; but I could not help remarking to 
Cæſar, that ſuch were the natural eonſe.. 
quences of theſe aſſemblies. When Aſinius 
Pallio* introduced the cuſtom of reading 
literary performances in public, he gratified 
his own vanity, which ſeems to have been 
exceſhve ; but experience muſt have con- 
-  vinced us, that he rendered little ſervice to the 
learned world. Before theſe eſtabliſhments 
were known, we had far orcater poets than 
we can now boaſt, Virgil, Horace, and 
Varius, read their works to a few ſelect 
friends, whoſe candour and judgment were 
unqueſtionable ; they availed themſelves of 
their criticiſm, and were not vain of their 
approbation. Though Pollio was amongſt 
the number of their learned protectors, we 
- know that they difapproved of his ideas in 
this reſpec, and foreſaw the effects of them. 


* Arſinius Pollo introduced the cuſtom, Seneca, 
Controv. 8 | 


Our 


. 


ca, 


ur 
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. Our preſent men of letters are applauded in 


public, and ridiculed in private. Miſled by 
the acclamations, which they interpret as 
the voice of ſincere approbation; they do 
not reflect that ſuch literary meetings are 
too numerous to be inſtructive, and that 


ſelf-confidence is the only quality which 


they tend to inſpire. After the poem was 
ended, Germanicus cond ucted Sigiſmar 
through the library, and ſhewed him the 


| innumerable volumes that compoſe this in- 


tereſting collection; a gift worthy of Au- 
guſtus to the Roman people. The Che- 
ruſcan was aſtoniſhed at the ſplendid ap- 
pearance of the temple of Apollo, and the 


| majeſtic beauty of the Pythian Divinity *; 


the graceful attitude, the flowing drapery, 
and the air of poetic inſpiration, with which 


* Ovid, &c. A ſtatue in this attitude, and with ſimi- 
lar drapery, is to be ſeen at the Muſeum Pio Clemen- 
tino, and has a Marſyas on the lyre. 
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136 | MAROUS FLAMINIUS; on, 


he ae the lyre, made a ſingular impref. 


ſion on my friend. He obſerved: on the 
| harp a fmall figure of Marſyas, in baſſo- 
relief, and aſked me why fo great an artiſt, 


as Scopas “, ſhould have ſingled out the 


moſt unworthy triumph of Apollo for the 


decoration of fo excellent a performance. [ 


. . endeavoured to account for it as an emblem 


of ſevere juſtice, and as a warning againſt 


preſumptuous vanity ;. and it is highly pro- 
bable that fome reafon of this fort induced 


our anceſtors to place, at the entrance of the 
Forum, a ftatue of the ſame Marſyas+, 
which diſguſts me whenever I _ Wat 


way. 


Sigiſmar was pleafed Aon we 3 
him that the ſumptuous luſtre}, repreſenting 
a tree loaded with brilliant fruit, was taken 


up Pliny the Elder. 
+ Horace, and others, 
4 Pliny, 
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by Alexander the Great at the ſiege of Thebes 8 
and by him conſecrated in a fane of the 


fame Deity, to whom Auguſtus again dedi- 


cated it, We ſhewed him the place where 
the Sybilline books were depoſited, the 
ivory doors, and other objects of curioſity, 


which attract the eyes of a ſtranger. Ger- 


manicus then led him into a large hall, 
which he defired him to obſerve with par- 
ticular attention. This place,” faid he, 
once belonged to a man who fell with 
diſtinguiſhed bravery in an unjuſt cauſe. 
This was part of the houſe of Catiline, 


fince united to the Cæſarian habitation, and 


deſtined by Auguſtus for the nobleſt purpoſe. 


He had appointed Verrius F laccus * to be the 
preceptor of his adoptive ſons, Caius and 
Lucius; and as this learned and virtuous 
would not abandon the other youths whom 
he had undertaken to educate, Auguſtus 


See his life amongſt the Grammarians. 


removed 
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138 MARCUS FLAMINIUS; OR, _ 
removed the maſter and his numerous 
ſcholars into this palace, giving them this 
hall for their literary ſtudies. His ſons were 
thus brought up with emulation and patriot- 
iſm in the midſt of their fellow citizens, 
whilſt he preſided over their ſtudies, and 
himſelf inſtructed them in the uſe of arms, 
and other manly exerciſes. - In this ſchool 
was laid the baſis of that education which 
rendered my father Drufus one of the greateſt 
and beſt of men, and conſequently to this I 
owe the ineſtimable advantage of his pre- 
cepts and example.“ | 
As Germanicus was ſpeaking, the re- 
ſpectable Verrius, who ſtill - inhabits the 
_ contiguous apartments, and preſerves all the 
faculties of his mind at a very advanced age, 
walked through the hall leaning on the arm 
of two ſenators, who had formerly been his 
pupils. Germanicus accoſted him with 
affectionate reſpect, and I was delighted 


that wy friend ſhould be witneſs of an 
incigent 


- OY 


THE LIFE or THE, ROMANS. 139 


incident that proves we are nat totally degene- 


rate, He ſawthe reverence paid to an agedand 
unambitious man, to the ſon of a freedman, 
whoſe talents were never employed to render 
kimſelf illuſtrious, but to form honourable 
leaders, wiſe ſtateſmen, and uſeful citizens 
for the commonwealth; who was contented 


chat labour ſhould be his portion, whilſt 


fame was that of his ſcholars; deſiring no 
other reward than the ſueceſs of his inſtruc- 
tions; and who conſecrated to the publie 
good the juſt munificence of a prince, whoſe 
greateſt merit was the power of diftinguiſh- 
ing merit in others. 


Sigiſmar was not inſenſible to the ſcene 


before him, and you will readily believe 
that he was tranſported with the manners and 
converſation-of Germanicus. | 

* am not ſurpriſed,” faid he to me, as we 
were leaving the palace, at the many ex- 
amples I have read in your hiſtory of marks 
of regard received by your generals from the 
enemies 


+7 
#7 >. 
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enemies | againſt whom they had fought. 
The Sicilians who choſe Marcellus for their 
patron, the Macedonians and Spaniards who 
carried the bier of Paulus Emilius, and the | 
various nations that wept over the funeral 
Pyre of Julius Cæſar, paid only a due tribute 
to the generoſity and benevolence with which 
they had been treated: in this I cannot but 
confeſs you ſuperior to the reſt of mankind.” 
| In our way home, I conducted my friend 
through the Forums * of Auguſtus and Czar; 
in the firſt I pointed out to him the prin- 
cipal heroes of our republic, and in the 
ſecond I ſhewed him the equeſtrian ſtatue of 
the man in whoſe perfon were united the 
talents, generoſity, and valour of them all. 
Alas! why is perpetual dictator inſcribed on 
the pedeſtal ! 


A full deſcription of them 1 in Nardini taken from 
ancient authors. 


LET- 


k. 


— LY 1 


affords me the ſatisfaction of being uſeful to 
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LETTER LXVII. 


A SINGULAR event detains Sigiſmar, and 


him. It had been reported for ſeveral days 
at Rome that legates were on their way 
from Germany, diſpatched by Maroboduus 
and Ingomar ; but the time of their arrival 
was uncertain, and it was by the greateſt 


chance imaginable that my friend did not 


leave the city, without knowing how much 
he was intereſted in their embaſſy. 
Yeſterday, when I had finiſhed writing, : 
reflected that he had not been at the field of 
Mars, and I accompanied him thither early 


in the afternoon. 


After ſhewing him the elegant theatre of 
Marcellus 


142 marets PLAMINEUS ; ON, 
Marcellus *, the temple of Bellona +, and 
the column from which our conſuls throw | 
the javelin as a declaration of war. I led him 
to the circus built by Caius Flaminius, whoſe 
memory I reſpect as much as that of my 
more fortunate anceſtors, notwithſtanding 
| his contempt of omens, and his more ſerious 
defect of imprudent temerity. When a 
general dies bravely defending the lives of 
thoſe committed to his care, and fuſtaining 
with his laſt breath the honour of his 
country, the inauſpicious name of Thraſy- 
mene ſhould not deprive him of the homage 
due to his virtues from his deſcendants. 
My friend had not time to ſee the gardens 
and lake of Agrippa, the theatre of Pompey, 
nor the portico and grove where the ons 


>) 


Palazzo Sawill, belonging to 10 Orſni family : 2 
great part of the ancient edifice remains entire. | 


+ See Nardini. For the buildings of the Campus 


Martius, and the beauty of the place, ſor Strabo, Nar- 
dini, &c. 


and 
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and thoughtleſs elder away thoſe hours which 


would be better employed in attending more 
diligently to the exercifes of the field of Mars. 
Why theſe reflections? cries Septimius, have 


vue not often wandered together amidſt theſe 
ſcenes, and has not Marcus been the moſt 
unwilling to leave the walks of plane trees, 
notwithſtanding his paſſion for the field? 
Would he not probably ſtill frequent them, 


if his honour and his inclinations were not 
more warmly engaged in nobler purſuits ? 


I confeſs it, my valued friend; the preſent 
agitation of my mind renders me inattentive 
to many objects that formerly attracted my 
notice, or at leaſt they now ſtrike me in a 


different manner. J rather recall to my 
imagination the events to which they owe 


their celebrity, than feel any aſtonithment at 
the ſight of the various beauties, with which 
art and nature have adorned theſe meadows, 
interſperſed with temples, monuments, and 
villas. | | 
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1 pointed out to Sigiſmar the tombs of 
Hirtius and Panſa; and that of julia, daugh- 
ter of Ceſar, one of the moſt amiable, and 
furcly one of the moſt unfortunate women, 


"1 if the dead have any knowledge of the 


* 


actions of their deſcendants. 
The mauſoleum of Auguſtus * oeculikrly 


affected me; I was perſonally attached to 
him, and all that is related of his grief for 
the deſtruction of our army has endeared him 


to me more than ever. The charms of his 


converſation, the pleaſing dignity and intel- 


ligent penetration that ſhone in his aſpect, 
returned to my remberance, and I could not 
avoid reflecting with horror on the early fate 


of all, except Germanicus, who ſhared his pa- 


rental regard. —May the immortal Ruler of 
the univerſe long preſerve the. laſt from the 


Ones weed of theſe imperial cypreſſes 


* The remains of the mauſoleum of Ades are to | N 
be ſeen in the garden of Palazzo Correa: they ſerve as 
a * for bull-fights, fire-works, &c. - 


Hence 


THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS. 145 


Hence I conducted Sigiſmar to the temple 
of Neptune, and the ſplendid portico of the 
Argonauts“. Amongſt the ſtructures raiſed 
by Agrippa, there is none which, in my 


opinion, merits greater praiſe for the elegance 


of the columns, the beauty of the paintings, 


and the general magnificence of the orna- 


ments, ſo well adapted to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of his naval victories. 


On our return we paſſed by the -ublic 


villa, and while Ia cquainted my Cheruſcan 


friend that it was the habitation allotted for 
ambaſſadors, we perceived ſome Germans 
ſtanding round the gate. Curioſity prompted 
us to aſk if the legates were arrived, when 
we received for anſwer, that they were 
hourly expected ; and to our great aſtoniſh- 
ment we learned that they had brought with 


them the traiterous Philocles. This rouſed 


the indignation of Sigiſmar, and excited the 


The columns and friſe of the cuſtom-houſe in Piazza 
di Pietra, are ſuppoſed to have been part of this portico. 
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ſame emotion in your friend. I immediately 
requeſted Germanicus to acquaint the emperor 
with the crimes of which the Greek had 
been guilty, that he might be on his guard 
againſt a man with whom no negotiation 
could be fafely conducted. But how much 
were our furpriſe and reſentment increaſed, 
when we diſcovered that, among the hoſtages 
who accompanied the legates for. pledges of 
the fincerity of the princes, Ingomar had 
| ſent the amiable Bertha as one of his neareſt 
relations; and Vercennis, who would not 
abandon the wife of her ſon, has with his 


infant accompanied the embaſſy. Such pro- 
ceeding is wholly unjuſtifiable on the part of 
Ingomar : for ſince the marriage of Bertha 
with Sigiſmar, her family has no right to 
diſpoſe of her, and his abſence alone has 
given them an opportunity of uſurping to 
themſelves ſo unlawful a power. 

In the firſt tranſport of his joy, Sigiſmar 
forgot the affront that had been offered him 


m 


in 
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in the perſon of his wife: he flew to embrace 
Vercennis, and Bertha, and when he returned 
to me, ſeemied agitated by a mingled emo- 
tion of pleaſure and reſentment. I have 
this morning repreſented to our rulers the 
injuſtice of this tranſaction, demanding that 
the family of Sigiſmar ſhould be exempted 


from the general laws relative to hoſtages ; 


and have proviſionally obtained that they 
ſhall be permitted to reſide with him in my 
villa at Tibur, which one of my freedmen has 
been ſent to prepare for their reception; and 
to-morrow Sigiſmar will conduct them 
thither. The place is more congenial to his 
diſpoſition than the pomp and tumult of 
Rome; and the principal motive for remov- 
ing Vercennis and Bertha from the perſons . 
with whom they came, is to take them from 


the power of Philocles. This traiterous 


Greek carefully avoids to meet Sigiſmar; 
and I am perſuaded his defigns muſt be very 
deeply laid, or he would not have ventured 

L 2 70 
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to Rome at the hazard of finding me, and 
many others who are not unacquainted with 
his former life, and particularly with the 
ſecret intelligence which he kept up in the 
camp of Germanicus to the detriment of the 
Roman intereſts. The character of legate 
renders, for the preſent, his perſon inviolable, 
and he is too well men to to bluſh at 
detection. 

The cauſe of this ebe 4 is ſaid to be the 
defeat of Maroboduus * by Arminius, who 
attacked him in a pitched battle, and, with 
his uſual bravery, compelled him to fly into 
the territories of the Marcomanians +. De- 
ſerted by many of his troops and allies, Ma- 
roboduus implores the aſſiſtance of Rome 
againſt Arminius, whom he ſtiles the com- 
mon enemy. The motive of this legation 
opens a new ſource of diſquiet to Sigiſmar : 


attached firmly to his prince, he cannot ſup- 


Tacitus, Book ii. f Bohemians, &c. 


| port 


N 
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port the thought that his family ſhould have 
been involved in ſuch a meaſure, and de- 
plores the fate of his country, expoſed to all 
the deſtructive conſequences of a civil war, 
extited by the ambition and enmity of its 
moſt powerful ſovereigns. He ſtill believes 
that Arminius is willing to defend the liberty 
of Germany, for which he firſt took up arms; 
but appears to doubt whether the ſtruggles of 
thoſe who envy his ſucceſſes, and oppoſe his 
paſſion for fame, may not at length urge him 
to aſſert his power by acts of deſpotiſm. He 
has written to the leader to clear the inno- 
cence of his family, compelled by Ingomar 
to join the embaſſy, and has requeſted his 
counſel in what manner to act in ſo delicate 
a ſituation, 8 

The ſolicitude for my "PA has, in ſome 
ſort, employed my time and attention; yet 
the three days which I have paſſed at Rome, 
ſince my return from Ericuſa, have appeared 
to me of immeaſurable length, but a much 
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longer period muſt elapſe before I can hope 


for the arrival of Valerius. My thoughts re- 


vert every inſtant to the happy hours that were 
ſpent with him and Valeria, while the images 


ariſing from ſuch reflections ſupplant all other 


objects which once afforded me delight. 


Such is the painful effect of abſence from 


thoſe we love: it robs nature of every intereſt. 


ing charm, and art and ſcience of every 


grace and utility; it deſtroys the efficacy of 
thoſe reſources which we ſhould otherwiſe 
employ to cheer our ſolitude, becauſe it 
ufurps the empire of our mind, and leaves 
us ſcarce any attention to beſtow on the 
common purſuits of life. 


LETTER 


— 
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ER E 
SIGISMAR is gone with his family to 
Tibur, ſurrounded by the perſons who are 
moſt dear to him, and enjoys that ſerenity 
which, though denied to me, I rejoice to 
_ contemplate in another. © 
| It has been my endeayour to obſerve your 
injunctions, and to divert my thoughts from 
gloomy images, by an attention to works 


that ſpeak at once to the heart and the 


imagination; and though this can at moſt 
be only a temporary relief, yet never will I 
neglect the counſels of my friend. 

I haye been to viſit the painter Lyſias, 


whom I employed, when I firſt arrived from 


Germany, to compoſe two hiſtorical pieces, 
which I intend as a preſent for the vener- 
L 4 able 
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able king of the Trinobantians ; as, at the 
time of our meeting, there was nothing in 
my poſſeſſion worthy his acceptance. The 
ſubjects repreſented in theſe paintings will 
ſurely receive his approbation : the one is 
Julius Cæſar, when very young, replacing 
the trophies of Marius, which had been 
thrown down by the reigning party of Sylla: 
the other, the ſame hero in his tent, giving 
orders that the riches and effects of thoſe 


who had deſerted from his camp, ſhould be i 
ſent after them. Amongſt the officers who 


ſtand near him, it was my deſire that the 
figure of my grandfather ſhould be faithfully 
taken from the excellent ſtatue made of him 
during the Gallic war ; and the painter has 
perfectly preſerved his reſemblance, as well 
as that of Cæſar. The pictures will ſoon 


be completed, and Lyfias had my ſincere | 


thanks for the maſterly and expreſſive man- 
ner in which he has executed my ideas. He 
was much pleaſed to find me ſenſible of the 

difficulty 
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difficulty he had ſurmounted, in adopting a 
ſubject from the choice of another, and par- 
ticularly of one who has no profeſſional 
knowledge of the art. To this reaſon he 
principally imputes that inequality obſervable 
in the works of men of genius; for it is not to 
be expected that any one can command the 
imagination of another, whoſe talents muſt be 
directed by his own judgment, or they will 
loſe a great portion of their efficacy. The 
mechanical part of this engaging ſtudy is little 
when compared with the ſou] that ſhould 
animate every figure, and which cannot be 
imparted if the ideas of the painter do not 
fully correſpond with the nature of the ſub- 
ject. 1 a | | 
Lyſias has no want of this animation ; he 
feels with all the warmth of poetic fancy, 
and enters into every character he wiſhes to 
delineate, He has now in hand ſeveral 
pictures deſigned after Homer; and has 
ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded admirably in the firſt council and 
diſpute between Agamemnon and Achilles. 
Both theſe heroes exhibit the characteriſtic 
touches, which diſtinguiſh them from each 
other, and from the reſt of the Grecians ; 


but this perfection has not been attained 


without a nice examination into the whole 
of their conduct, as deſcribed by the poet. 
% It is not enough,” ſays Lyſias, that 
a painter ſhould conſider with attention any 
particular action which his colours are to 


bring before the eyes; he muſt be acquainted 


with all the events relative to the perſons 
who are to be actors in his piece, and with 


the manner in which they were affected by 


them: the ſame paſſions have more or leſs 
effect upon different men, and influence them 
in a very diverſified manner. We muſt 
know what have been their ſentiments and 
their behaviour on other occaſions, before 
we can decide what impreſſion any ſingle 

_ circumſtance 


- 
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circumſtance could make on them. On the 


countenance of the dying Hipparchus *, it 


may be enough to repreſent. terror and in- 
dignation; but in that of Ceſar, we mal} 
denote the magnanimity of his character, 
by the fortitude with which he meets his 
fate, and by the look of generous contempt 
which he caſts on the conſpirators; and if 
the painter can add- to theſe the glance di- 
| rected at Brutus, he may truly be eſteemed 
a great, a ſuperior artiſt ! | 

+ Few poets have afforded ſuch ample 
matter for inſtruction to a painter as Homer. 
Conſidered in a moral ſenſe, his Agamemnon 
and Achilles are faulty; but they are perfect, 
as characters juſtly delineated from nature. 


Agamemnon, as painted by Homer, is an 


ambitious, vindictive prince; jealous of his 
authority, haughty to his officers, and kind 


* Tyrant of Athens, killed * and Ari. 
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to his troops; he is a tender brother, an 


excellent king, a man not readily tranſported 


by his paſſions; but, from a high ſenſe of 


honour, firm in his reſentment, and yet 
induced by his deſire of military fame, and 
by affection for his army, to make great 
ſubmiſſions to his private enemy ; but ſub= 
miſſions which are not humiliating. He 
reſtores Briſeis, wham he had only detained 


as a proof of his authority: he reſtores her 


in ſuch a manner as ſhews his reſpect for the 


laws of honour; but he openly declares, that 


Achilles has no right to ſuſpe& him; and 
adds other preſents, by which he rather confers 
a favour, than acknowledges a fault.” 

« To the portrait given of Achilles by one 
of your poets,” continued Lyſias, ** it may 
be added that he was 'obedient to the duties 
and precepts of religion, generous in his 
reſentment, divided by paſſion and ſenſibi- 
lity, attentive to the voice of reaſon, and ſtill 
more ſo to the voice of honour; hurried too 

far 
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far by every noble ſentiment ; but yielding 
to the will of Calchas, from a conſideration 


of his being interpreter of the Gods ; to the 


will of his mother, from reverence and 
filial affection ; and, to the will of Patroclus, 
from a high ſenſe of the ſacred ties of 
friendſhip. Thus are his paſſions alter- 
nately actuated by his friends and his enemies, 
while he appears, through the whole poem, 
the victim of his excellent heart and violent 
diſpoſition. 


« A want of delicacy and feeling i in ſome 


inferior artiſts has deſtroyed that nice diſ- 
crimination of character which forms the 
great effect of the Iliad. Agamemnon muſt 
not have the mien of a tyrant, nor Achilles 


that of a madman; in Homer they are men 


ſubject to error, but their characters are 
reſpectable and intereſting.” | 


Lyſias ſets no bounds to his admiration of 
I and-I think he deſcribes with great 
preciſion 
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preciſion the impreſſion made on him by 


the principal figures of the Iliad. - | 
He remarks that the aſtoniſhing diverſity of 


characters in this poem can never be ſuffi- 


ciently admired; and that the nicety with 


which they are delineated, can only be com- 


pared to a picture executed with a perfect 
knowledge of perſpective, where the gra- 
dations are diſtinctly marked and yet inſen- 
ſibly ſeparated. 


„What is very extraordinary,” ſaid he, 


is the manner in which  Agamemnon is 
diſtinguiſhed from the reſt ; he is abſolutely 
the ſovereign, and no one who reads the 
Iliad can bear the ſuppoſition that any other 
chief could have been elected to command 
the army. His brother Menelaus is alſo diſ- 
tinctly drawn, ſo as to excite every intereſting 
ſentiment: the motives of his conduct ſeem 


entirely to ſpring from a ſenſe of honour. 


No man of generoſity would refuſe to fight 
5 | for 
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for Menelaus; and though he has not the 
advantages of ſome of the other heroes, his 
behaviour always ſhews him deſerving of, 


and grateful for their aſſiſtance. He ap- 


pears in the field with ſenſibility and cou- 


rage, and in the council with that placid dig- 


- nity, and modeſt, though anxious attention, 


which agree with his fituation and cha- 
racter.” . | | 

The five characters of Ajax, Achilles, 
Diomedes, Ulyſſes, and Neſtor, are moſt 
remarkably diſtinguiſhed: the firſt is a perfect 
contraſt to the laſt, and yet it is eaſy to per- 
ceive the chain that unites them. To continue 


the image of perſpective; Ajax is like a 


figure on the fore-ground ; his outline is 


ſtrongly marked; force and ſtrength are his 


characteriſtics; we admire in him all the 
{kill of the artiſt, but-he excites in us little 
intereſt for himſelf; and yet we dwell on 
him with pleaſure, as his character does not 


wholly want attraction ; and we might be 


longer 
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longer detained, if the principal figure of 
Achilles did not command our attention. 
There we ſee elegance, dignity, and vigour 
ſet in the nobleſt light : the beams that flaſh 


from his helmet dazzle our eyes * his look 
penetrates the ſoul, and the expreſſion of ſen- 
ſibility in his countenance intereſts us ſo 


ſtrongly, that it is long before we obſerve 
the other figures. But when we deſcend to 


theſe, with what ſatisfaction we contemplate 


Diomedes ; for, as in the heroic Achilles, 
the fierce and almoſt brutal courage of Ajax 
appears to be purified from terreſtrial droſs, 
and to receive the brighteſt emanations of 
celeſtial fire, ſo in Diomedes the fury of 
Achilles is tempered into the calm and ſteady 


intrepidity of the valiant ſoldier, and the 
experienced general. Diomedes is not a 
Kind of celeſtial being, like Achilles, but 


then he is the firſt of mortals. Where is the 


man of warm imagination, who, at twenty, 
would not dream of being an Achilles, and 


at 
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at thirty) would not wiſh to be a Dio- 
medi; 15 | . 

Lyſias here pauſed for a reply; I aſſented 
to his remarks, and he continued the ſame 
image. | LITE” 
After theſe,” ſaid he; « the figures retreat 
to the back-ground, but they are ſtill infinitely 
beautiful. Ulyſſes is painted with the great- 
eſt care; the ſhining valour of Achilles, the 
ſteady courage of the ſon of Tydeus, obſcure 
indeed the military talents of Ulyſſes ; but 
his figure is pleafing, the proportions are juſt 
and learnedly marked: without him there 
would be a dreadful void, and we perceive 
that for this portrait greater {kill has been 
required, as for the others more imagination. 
Beyond him is Neſtor, mellowed into the 
ſoſt gravity of age, yet riſing like a majeſtic 
and awful pyramid, to terminate the ſcene 
of dignity. Here we muſt again obſerve the 
wonderful diſcernment, or, perhaps, ſenſibi- 

Vor. II. 0 = lity 
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lity of Homer; one ſtep beyond Neſtor a 
figure would have degenerated into the 
. weakeſt dotage; one line beyond Ajax it 
would have ſwelled into deformity and 
madneſs.” 5 | | 
You muſt, I hope, be ſatisfied, my friend, 
with the relation here given of my converſa- 
tion with Lyſias, from which you may ſee 
that I do not voluntarily exclude from my 
mind what may ſuſpend its diſquietude. 
Suffer me now to inform you of a circum- 
ſtance which at once rehewed my anxiety. 
After viewing the unfiniſhed paintings, 1 
defired to ſee thoſe which were completed; 
and Luyſias led me into another room, where 
I obſerved, in the figure of Andromache 
parting from Hector, a ſtriking likeneſs of 
Valeria. Upon my enquiry whether it was 
intended for a portrait, Lyſias anſwered, it 
was not: but ſaid, that whenever he met any 


perſon, whoſe elegance of features, or dignity 
Sn | TS" of 


C 
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of form, | coincided with the ideas: in mis 
mind of the heroes or heroines deſoribed by 
the poets, his memory faithfully! aſſiſted 
him to expreſs the image at his return to 
his ſtudies. I deſired to be the purchaſer of 
this picture, but he informed me that it was 
promiſed to Druſus. 

I need not tell you, Septimius, how great 
was my mortification; T1 left the painter im- 
mediately, and went to enquire whether 
Druſus was returned. I ſcarce knew what 
I ſhould have ſaid to him; but certainly I 
ſhould have complained to him for inter- 
fering in the concerns of a family, who would 
rather gloriouſly periſh with the common- 
wealth, than be reſtored to their ancient 
rights through the ſelfiſh interpoſition of the 
ſon of their ruler. I have yet obtained no 
intelligence of Druſus: and ſurely his ab- 
ſence, at this time, can admit of no favour- 
able conſtruction. It was his duty, as a 
| MS - man 
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man of honour, to take the earlieſt opportu- 
nity of explaining to me the motives from 
which he had acted in ſo extraordinary a 


manner. 
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] HAVE reaſon to hope, my friend, that 
the legates of Maroboduus will be diſ- 
miſſed without ſucceeding in the purpoſe of 
their embaſly ; but they have not yet received 
their final anſwer. Our ſtate will undoubt- 
edly ſhew that we have till public virtue 
ſufficient to deſpiſe the little arts of foment- 
ing, or of even deriving advantage from the 
internal diſcord of our enemies. Whatever 
corruption may be diſſeminated through 
Rome, by the preſent fyſtem of government, 
and by the increaſe of wealth and luxury, we 
are till noble in our conduct to foreign | 
nations, and generous to thoſe who have a 
juſt claim to our aſſiſtance. 
You will have heard of the tremendous 
M 3 _ earth- 
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earthquake, which has overthrown twelve 
flouriſhing cities of Aſia. One night of 


horror has deſtroyed the lives and properties 
of innumerable citizens: the face of nature 
has been changed; 7 mountains have been 
tranſported far from their priſtine ſituation; 


and wide extended plains have diſappeared 


from the face of day. A dreadful conflagra- 
tion has conſumed. what the ſhock of war- 


ring elements, and the convulſion of the 
earth, had ſpared; | and thoſe who have | 


| eſcaped the general deſolation, are reduced 


to the extremeſt want and miſery. Tiberius 


and the ſenate have unanimouſly decreed to 


ſuccour theſe unfortunate 'people with large | 


ſums of money, and neceſſaries for their pre- 
ſent ſubſiſtence ; to grant them a remiſſion 
of taxes for the ſpace of five years, and every 
indulgence that can alleyiate their diſtreſſes. 
The emperor bas diſl inguiſhed himſelf in 
liberality towards them, and a ſenator, of 
prætorian rank, is deputed to viſit the ſcene 


ot - 
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of theſe, calamities. Univerſal Rome ap- 
plauds the decrees and Tiberius has made 
a greater progreſs in the affection of the Ro · 
mans, by his care of theſe diſtant ſufferers, 
than if he had beſtowed millions in the city. 
Generous nation | may you never loſe this 
liberality of ſentiment ! The wreaths of con- 
queſt are indeed an ornament to the brows 
that ſhine with univerſal benevolence ! While 
humanity directs our councils, victory will 
attend our arms! Septimius, you will exult 
with me more. than ever at being born a 
Roman | 1 | 

This is not the only proof which Tiberius 
has lately given of his juſtice and propriety 
of conduct: he watches ſtrictly over the ex- 
ecution of his ſumptuary laws : he refuſes all 
inheritances, except thoſe which he has de- 
ſerved by friendſhip, and has beſtowed on in- 
digent nobles the fortunes which, for want 
of heirs, would have fallen to the prince. He 
has diſmiſſed, or ſuffered to depart, from the 

M4 ſenate 
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ſenate thoſe who, by their libertiniſm and 
diſſipation, have profuſely ſquandered their 
revenues, and ſtooped to mean and unworthy 
reſources. O my friend | why is not a great 
prince always a man of virtue? If the pri- 
vate character of Tiberius was equal to his 
talents for government, we ſhould leſs regret 
the loſs of liberty. 
. Germanicus informed him of all we knew 
relative to Philocles, and the emperor liſt- 
ened with attention to his narrative; but 
though it is ſcarcely poſſible that he ſhould 
confide in him after ſuch information, yet 
I fear I am not deceived by thoſe who de- 
clare that the Greek has frequent audiences 
of Tiberius. The fatal diflimulation of the 
ſovereign, which creates his own miſery, 
and raiſes perpetual miſtruſt in thoſe who 
would willingly nouriſh an affection for 
him, poiſons even the good that might flow 
from his counſels, or attend his actions. 
He keeps me in the moſt painful ſuſpenſe 
till 
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till Valerius arrives; nevertheleſs, I muſt 


acknowledge that there is no probability 
of his diſſembling in this particular, and 
that my alarms are rather for the future, 
than the preſent. All the ſenators, and moſt 


of the principal citizens of Rome, have 


made me viſits of congratulation; and, what 
is ſingular, Sejanus has deen of the number: - 
but him I did not receive. | i 
My uncle would not be recalled in ſo 05 
lic a manner, if the emperor had any pre- 
ſent deſign inimical to his ſafety: my opi- 
nion is, that he wiſhes to bring him over 
to his party, or at leaſt to prevent his ſup- 
porting thoſe who oppoſe the defigns of 
power, Many hints, that have been dropped 
in converſation, by ſome of the patricians 
moſt in favour, convince me that my ſuſ- 
picions are not groundleſs; but as I know 
how firmly Valerius will adhere to his an- 
cient principles, 5 not without diſquie- 
tude on the effect which ſuch a diſappoint- 
ment 
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ment in his hopes may have on the diſpo- 
ſition of Tiberius. His notions of honour 
and equity have ever been ſo pliant to his 
intereſts, that he can have little faith. in the 
integrity of other men. I am perſuaded 
that if the emperor was perfectly aſſured of 

the ſincerity. and probity of Valerius; if 


he credited what I ſolemnly declared when Sigi 
I firſt addreſſed him, after my return from not 
Ericuſa. and what the whole tenor of my my 
uncle's conduct might have demonſtrated, imp 
that he is only the friend of Rome, and fact 
not the enemy of Tiberius; if he was cer- cout 
tain of this invariable truth, he would not in v 
ſeek the ruin of a man whoſe talents and | was 
reputation are the firmeſt ſupport of juſt that 
and lawful authority. Perhaps he is at after 
length convinced: I wiſh to ſuppoſe him Sigit 


capable of a belief in virtue, not only for witn 
the ſafety of Valerius, but for the proſpe- early 
rity of my country. 75 | 


LETTER 
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] AM juſt: now returned from Tibur *; 
Sigiſmar was deſirous to ſee me, and I could 
not refuſe his requeſt, though every hour of 
my abſence from Rome has increaſed my 
impatience in the fear of delaying the ſatis- 
faction I ſhould experience in receiving ac- 
counts of Valerius. The time approaches 
in which I may hope for his return, and this 
was ſo ſtrong a motive to detain me at Rome, 
that I had almoſt reſolved-not to yield, till 
after his arrival, to the earneſt entreaties of 
sigiſmar, to be at leaſt for a few hours a 
witneſs of his felicity. But as I had received 
early * morning * from ws 


F | Tivoli, 3, fall ct an, viſhoprick near 1 
5 that 
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that no veſſel Was in ſight, and that not a 
breath of wind was ſtirring, I determined to 
paſs the day with my friend, and was 
received by him with unſpeakable kindneſs. 
Bertha ſeemed no leſs delighted with my 
viſit, and treated me with that frank and 
unreſerved affection, which can "only flow 
from a heart conſcious of its own purity and 
innocence.” 'She was not embarraſſed by my 
preſence, nor any further elated than was 
natural at the ſight of a friend who is equally: 
dear to herſelf and her huſband ; a huſband, 
during whoſe abſence many intereſting and 
important events have happened to us all. 
She © preſented to me her lovely infant, 
with. a ſmile of pleaſure and ferenity, and 
ſpoke of Sigiſmar with ſuch tenderneſs and 
eſteem, as convinced me that the is worthy of 
partaking with him a life of virtuous happi- 
neſs > they are enchanted with their new 
habitation, and the country round them. 
If Sigiſmar could be aſſured that peace would 
Fins ſubſiſt 
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ſubſiſt between the Romans and his country- 
men, I am apt to believe that he would 
defire no other reſiden de. 
Lou remember the ſituation of the villa on 
the moſt elevated part of the hill near the 
entrance of the town, expoſed to the ſetting 
ſun, and ſhaded to the eaſt by a wood of 
olives. I do not recollect that you ever 
entered the gardens, which are extenſive, and 
ornamented with a greater number of ſhrubs. 
and flowers than ſtatues or vaſes. There is, 
however, in a grove of myrtle, a young 
fawn, playing on a double flute, which is 
allowed to have conſiderable merit. From 
the terrace are different views of the city of 
Tibur, of the caſcades, Mount Catillus, and 
the ſerpentine courſe of the Anio*. The 
arable land and the vineyards are in good 
order, and equal to any poſſeſſions in the 
neighbourhood. There is a ſmall library in 


* Now called the Tiverone. 


the 
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the houſe,” conſiſting chiefly of poetical or 
hiſtorical works. I found Sigiſmar reading 
to Bertha the elegies of Tibullus; Vercennis 
was gone to the temple of the Sybil *; after 
ſhe returned, and we had ſpent ſome time in 
mutual demonſtrations of regard, many tears 
were ſhed to the memory of Cariovaldas, 
whoſe image was preſent to me, whenever 
T looked on the united family, to whoſe 
bappineſs was only wanting this great and 
good man, who had ſacrificed his life to ſave 
that of Sigiſmar and Flaminius. Septimius! 
you will conceive how much I regretted that 
it was denied me to return him, in this place, 
that hoſpitality which I ſo long experienced 
Under his roof. To-morrow I will give 
orders for the erection of a monument, 
which ſhall perpetuate my gratitude and his 
virtues. In the afternoon I walked down 
into the valley with Sigiſmar; and felt 


* See Horace, Od. vii. lib. 1. 


anew 
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anew all the pleaſing ſenſations, which I'ufed 
to experience when wandering along the 
banks of the refounding Anio before my 
departure for Germany. The variety of 
trees, the magnificent edifices that raiſe their 
lofty heads amidſt the rural beauties of the 
ſcene, the murmur of the caſcades, the 
fragrance diffuſed by an inexhauſtible variety 
of flowers and aromatic plants, the coolnefs 
communicated by the zephyrs from the light 
vapour that riſes out of the falling waters and 
extends over all the valley ; the awful dignity 
of the mountains, that defend it from the 
_ noxious winds, and leave to the weſt an exten= 
five view of the Roman plains ; every thing 
contributes to the pleaſures of this moſt 
delightfu] retreatof our poets, and the favourite 
ſcene of their contemplations.' I reviſited the 
| ſumptuous villa where Mecznas* was ſur- 


* The frlend of en the ruins of his villa are 
n * | 


rounded 


/ 
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rounded by the happieſt votaries of the 
Muſes; where Auguſtus received, in friend - 
ſhip, an alleviation of the cares of empire; 
and in immortal verſe, the reward of his 
actions, with the conſecration of his fame to 
remoteſt poſterity; and yet Mecænas was 
not the friend, for whom, were Ja ſovereign, 
I ſhould moſt envy Auguſtus. Agrippa is he 
whoſe character does the greateſt honour to 
that prince, and to himſelf. How little might 
we expect to ſee a man preſerve the confidence 
of a friend, who had been raiſed by him to 
the higheſt ſummit of human greatneſs, when 
that friend ſtood no longer in need of his aſ- 
ſiſtance? And how little might we expect that 
man to be content with the honours beſtowed 
on him, and think his ſervices ſufficiently re- 
warded? Yet, ſuch was Agrippa; who never 
gave advice that did not tend to the good of 
his country, nor ſought any other recompenſe 
than the conſciouſneſs of his own. virtues. 


Mecænas was a leſs active, and leſs deter- 
| mined 
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mined character; but his mildneſs and cle- 
mency of diſpoſition, the humanity he diſ- 
played in his influence over Auguſtus, the 
diſtinguiſhed protection which he granted 
to men of learning, or rather the familiar 
intercourſe in which he lived with them, 
the taſte and diſcernment with which he 
ſelected the moſt deſerving, and the con- 
ſtancy of his attachments, are qualities that 
muſt for ever render his name dear and 
valuable. None will repine at the ſplendor 
of a villa, no leſs the ſeat of inſtruction and 

benevolence, than of elegance and pomp: 
We afterwards walked round to the other 
fide of the valley: I ſhewed my friend the 
fimple dwelling* where Horace put in 
practice thoſe maxims of content, and 
neglect, of riches which he inculcates in ſuch 
harmonious numbers, and with a ſincerity 
unuſual not only to the poet, but to the philo- 


* Horace's villa at Tivoli is generally ſuppoſed to 
have been ſituated near the church of St. Anthony. 


vor. II. N ſopher. 
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ſopher. With the ſame truth he ſung that 
he could not ſurvive Mecænas, and the event 


proved that he felt the friendſhip he deſcribed, 


I was greatly affected at the ſight of the 


villa of Quintilius Varus“. Valerius had 


introduced me to him here a ſhort time before 
I accompanied him on his laſt fatal expedi- 
tion ; I felt anew the horrors of his fate, and 
could not, without diſcompoſure, anſwer the 
queſtions of Sigiſmar, who enquired after the 
proprietor of this magnificent habitation. 
I haſtily walked forward, and quitted the 
place with a ſigh. 

We were now arrived at the oaks of Ti- 
burnus, and the manſion where dwelt the 
| beauteous Cynthia, whom Propertius has 
taken ſo much pains to celebrate, or defame. 


We returned at ſun-ſet to join Vercennis 


and Bertha, who had decorated the hall, 


* Conſiderable ruins of his villa ſtill remain, and the 
chapel near jt is called by the peaſants la Madonna di 
Quintiliolo. : | 


where 
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where we were to take our repaſt, with 
garlands and vaſes of the freſheſt flowers. 
At length I bade farewell to this tranquil 
ſcene of domeſtic enjoyment, and returned 
to Rome immerſed in lonely and penſive 


melancholy. 


This inſtant has made me the happieſt 
of mortals ; I have received a letter written by 
Valerius, dated from Cateta, which leaves 
me no doubt of the certainty of his return. 
Though he does not appear conſcious that 
can entertain any ſuſpicions, it is plain 
that his paternal goodneſs has diſpatched 
this expreſs to calm my mind: he was to 
weigh anchor the ſame night, and may ſoon 
arrive at Oſtia; to-morrow TI ſhall go thither; 
every moment of happineſs is precious : I 
ſhould not "pardon myſelf were I to, miſs the 
firſt appearance of the ſails that waft hither 
Valerius, and his enchanting daughter. 
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I wrITE to you from Oſtia, my friend, | 


but there is yet no appearance of the gallies of 
Valerius. Before J left Rome this. morning, 
F went to the ſculptor Polidore, to give di- 
rections for the monument of Cariovaldas. 
You know my partiality for ſtatuary, and 
need not now be told 'of my unlimited 
veneration and gratitude for the memory 
of that excellent man. I ſhould there- 
fore ſet no bounds to the magnificence of 
the cenotaph, were I merely to conſult my 


own_ inclination; but pompous tombs are 


uſually conſidered rather as proofs of the 


_ vanity. of thoſe who erect them, than of 


reſpect for the dead, or memorials of 


their virtues. As I have no portrait of Ca- 
riovaldas, I cannot perpetuate his features, 
| and 
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and muſt therefore content myſelf with ex- 
preſſing, as far as poſſible, the ſentiments 
and genius with which they were animated. 
It is agreed that this monument ſhall conſiſt 
of a lofty column of porphyry of the Doric 
order ; the baſe to be of the pureſt Parian 
marble, and the ſocle of baſalt. The weſtern 
front of the pedeſtal is to bear an inſcription, 
delineating the character of Cariovaldas, 
and relating the circumſtances of his death. 
To the eaſt will be a baſs-relief of confide- 

rable ſize, repreſenting Fortitude guided by 
Minerva, who embraces with one hand the 
ſtatue of Germany, placed on the altar of 
patriotiſm, and contemplates, with benevo- 
lent ſmiles, a globe of the world, preſented to 
her by Humanity. On the right fide of the 
pedeſtal is to be a trophy of the various arms 
in uſe among the Germans, intwined with 
wreaths of laurel; and on the left are to be 
placed two figures, repreſenting Sigiſmar and 
myſelf fixing a civic crown on a funereal urn. 


This cenotaph I mean to erect on the moſt 
N 3 elevated 
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Elevated ſpot of the gardens, now inhabited 


by the family of Cariovaldas; a place which! 


earneſtly deſire to Lacs hana to them and 


theirs for ever. | | 
'You are too well acquainted with the 


maſterly performances of Polidore, to doubt 
of the perfection with which this idea will 
be executed. My pleaſure and admiration 
are inexpreſſibly excited by the grace and 
ſimplicity that diſtinguiſh his works, and the 
ſoul with which they appear to be animated. 
I was this morning particularly charmed with 
an Apollo *, whoſe attitude and countenanze 


- repreſent that majeſtic ſcorn with which 


Ovid makes him addreſs the God of Love, 
immediately after the deſtruction of the 
ſerpent Python. The figure is fingularly 
beautiful, and the fame poetic fire which 


| dictated the lines, you nay ſo well remember, 


ſeems to have infuſed itſelf into the ſculptor. 
A group of Laoc6on |, with his two ſons, 


gt. 


_ * + The ideas of the reader will naturally recur to the 


Laocoon and Apollo of the Belvidere, but it is generally 
thought 
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in vain endeavouring to defend themſelves 
from the ſerpents that are twined around 
them, next caught my attention ; the execu- 
tion of this dreadful ſubje& is wonderful; 
but arts, which are intended to adorn and 
ſoften life, ſhould not, ſurely, be applied to 
images of horror. The {kill of the artiſt is 
indeed more viſible in diſtorted features, 
and limbs writhing in the agony of pain; but, 
perhaps, greater genius is required to give 
a juſt and natural expreſſion of the gentle 
paſſions of the ſoul. Sentiments are more 
difficult to repreſent than actions; and lam per- 
ſuaded the Apollo required deeper ſtudy than 


thought they were of a later date in Rome. Pliny 
writes that the Laocoon was the work of three cele- 
brated Rhodians, Ageſander, Polidore, and Athene- 
dorus, and that it was placed in the palace of Titus : the 
Belvedere Apollo was found at Nettuno. Mr. Addiſon, 
in his travels, remarks, that the moſt ancient medal, on 
which it is repreſented, is one of Antoninus Pius. It is 
well-known that the ſame ſubject was often repeated with 
little variation by ancient ſculptors, and the author does 
not pretend to fix the date of any ſtatue now exiſting. 
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the Baton, though, at firſt ſight, the ſpec- 


tator forms a very different judgment. 
Polidore aſſures me that various ſculptors 
have already made excellent copies of the 


latter, but none have yet ſucceeded in imi- 


tating the Apollo. 

J was infinitely: pleaſed with his remark 
on the different taſte he had obſerved in the 
Romans and the Greeks. * Before I left 
my native country, ſaid he, I was chiefly 
employed on ſubjects merely fabulous or 
ideal: the metamorphoſis of various Deities, 
the repreſentation of Tritons and. Syrens, 
Sphinxes, and Chimæras, ſeduce the lively 
imagination of the Grecian, but rarely ſatisfy 
the mind or judgment of a Roman. With you 
the portrait of a friend, the repreſentation of 


any hiſtorical fact, in which courage or ge- 


neroſity is diſplayed, the image of a hero or 
a ſage, are the objects of univerſal approbation. 
Rome triumphant, allegorical figures, that 
denote ſome favourite virtue, or the attributes 


of 
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of a conquered province, are all the efforts of 
fancy that pleaſe your countrymen. Amongſt 
the Gods, Jupiter, Mars, and Cupid are thoſe 
you moſt frequently deſire; but the Greeks 
delight in novelty, and recommended by this, 
the moſt capricious compoſition engages their 
attention. The Romans are not eaſily wea« 
ried with a repetition of the ſame ſubject, if it 
has once intereſted them; but whatever ex- 
- ceeds propriety, or probability, excites their 
diſguſt. I have formed my taſte in Greece, 
and corrected it in Italy.“ ; 

I know not, Septimius, but it may be in 
conſequence of this diſpoſition that we ge- 
nerally prefer ſculpture to painting. The 
illuſion of colouring is far more ſenſible 
than that of form, and there requires much 
leſs exertion of the fancy to be ſatisfied with 
a ſtatue than with a picture. The former 
has uſually more the appearance of nature 
and fimplicity; art is more manifeſt in the 

latter, 
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latter. The Roman temples abound in 


figures of bronze and marble, which impreſs 


- us with more ſublime ideas of dignity, than 
the variety of colours requiſite in painting, 
however harmoniouſly combined. Perhaps 
the notion of ſolidity may contribute ſome- 


thing to the preference: we always wiſh our 
actions to be immortal, and this with has 
often made them worthy of eternal fame. 
The Grecian lives more for himſelf and his 


contemporaries ; the Roman, for his coun- 


try and for poſterity. 
Great have bern the virtues of the cis; 


but the ficklencſs of their diſpoſition, the 


inſtability of their councils, and, in every 


reſpect, their immoderate love of change, 


render uſeleſs to their country the extraordt- 


nary talents, and indefatigable induſtry, with 
which nature and education have endowed 


them. The Spartans alone, unſhaken in 
their principles, and conſtant to their inſti- 


tutions, 
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LETTER | AXNIN. . 


DSEPTIMIUS, you have long been the part- 
ner of my afflictions ; I now entreat you to 
participate of the pureſt, the ſublimeſt joy— 
Valerius is reſtored to his country 
Soon after I had finiſhed my laſt lerter, the 
gallies, which conducted him, appeared 
in ſight. I inſtantly went out to meet them, 


and found him neither elated nor diſcom- - 
poſed by his change of fortune. He re- 0 
ceived me with his uſual tenderneſs; but 5 
gently rebuked me for the immoderate tranſ- 
SI | 5 | T] 

port which I had no power to ſuppreſs. Va- : 
leria was greatly affected, and the ſenators . 
| | ; ba 

who accompanied them, were far from being 5 


indifferent ſpectators of our meeting. When 
the gallies entered the port, innumerable 
| crowds 
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crowds of people covered the ſhore, and the 
multitude increaſed as we approached nearer 
to Rome. Every demonſtration of zeal and 
affection that a nation can beſtow, was ac- 
cumulated on Valerius ; and his entrance 
into the city had more the reſemblance of a 


triumph, than of a return from exile. All 
his relations, and many of the other prin- 
cipal nobility of Rome, were at his houſe to 
wait his arrival, having received informa- 
tion that the gallies were in ſight of Oſtia. 
During the whole of that day and the fol- 
lowing morning, the manſion was thronged 


with viſitants, and re- echoed with congra- 


tulations. This was but a prelude to what 
followed: how can I deſcribe to you, my 
friend, his firſt appearance in the ſenate ? 
Thanks to Auguſtus * who reſtored to young 
patricians the privilege of attending the de- 


bates of this auguſt aſſembly | I was preſent 


at his entrance; and would not have loſt the 


Life of that Emperor. 
advantage 
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advantage of being a ſpectator, at this tri- 


umphant moment, for the empire of the 
univerſe. Every ſenator aroſe and welcomed 


Valerius; every countenance diſplayed the 
various paſſions with which the mind was 


agitated. The felicitations of the good and 
ſincere were warm, but delivered in few 
words ; their looks expreſſed more than their 
tongues ; while the flatterers of Tiberius, and 
the adherents of Sejanus, diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by long and exaggerated praiſes. Va- 
lerius anſwered the firſt with affection, and the 
latter with dignity. The univerſal ſentiments 
appeared to be thoſe of reſpect and venera- 
tion: be took his place, and the numerous 
| aſſembly were huſhed to general ſilence: all 
eyes were fixed on him, and every other 
thought ſeemed ſuſpended in attention to 


what he was about to utter. Hearoſe with that 


grace and majeſty, which are natural to him, 
and began by thanking the ſenate for the wel- 
come with which one of its members had been 

| teceived 


T6 
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| received, after a long and extraordinary ab- 
ſence. He. faid, that his conſtant and uni- 
form adherence to the duties impoſed on 
every individual who was called to fo diſ- 
tinguiſhed a part in the government of his 


country, gave him reaſon to hope that no 


one preſent would ſuſpect him of having 
voluntarily relinquiſhed the ſtation in which 
the will of the immortal Gods, and his zeal 
for the welfare of Rome, had placed him. 
He then related, with diſpaſſionate conciſe- 
neſs, the circumſtances attending his con- 
veyance to the iſland of Ericuſa, the manner 
of his living there, and the means by which 
T had diſcovered the place of his retreat. He 
barely mentioned, without animadverſion, 
the accuſations with which the ſlaves had 
loaded Sejanus ; and having concluded his 
narrative, he proceeded thus : | 
] am not conſcious of having merited, 
either by my private or public conduct, the 
reſentment of the injured, or the attacks of 
| the 
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the malignant ; the whole tenor of my life 
has been invariably directed to the ſervice of 
my country; I have vindicated her honour 
in the field, and her laws and liberties in 
this aſſembly. I have oppoſed none but the 
favourers- of ſedition and ſervility ; I look 
on no man as my enemy, but the enemies 
of Rome; and will acknowledge none for 
my friend, ho i is not animated h the fame 

ſentiment. | 
% Hope it will not be interpreted as a 
want of gratitude towards you, conſcript 
fathers! Who were pleaſed to depute two 
of the moſt reſpectable and moſt illuſtrious 
characters in Rome to recal me to this 
' temple; nor towards the auguſt prince who 
convoked you for this purpoſe, and who 
firſt propoſed my return, if I declare, that 
diveſting myſelf of my public character, my 
exile was neither injurious nor painful. 
Happy in the ſociety of a daughter, who to 
the purity of a-veſtal unites the fortitude of 
| | a heroine ; 
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a heroine ; accompanied by fſatisfaftory re- 
flections on my paſt conduct, on the eſteem. 
of this venerable aſſembly, and on the af- 
fection of my fellow citizens, for my zeal in 
the ſupport of their intereſts, and of the 
principles in the Valerian family; the event 
that ſeparated me from thoſe honours granted 
by the Roman people, was not capable of 
interrupting that ſerenity, which nothing 
but a conſciouſneſs of guilt could ever have 
baniſhed from my breaſt. © : 
But though Titus Valerius has neither 
d been injured nor offended ; conſcript fathers! 
1 ſenator of Rome has been illegally tranſ- 
ported by his ſlaves to a remote and miſerable 
iſland. He has been debarred the enjoy- 
ment of thoſe rights to which every member 
of this aſſembly is entitled. Your dignity 
has been inſulted, and this example proves 
that rank does not ſecure you from the 
inſidious or daring attempts of your enemies 
or dependants. I will not condemn a citizen 
„„ O or 
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of Rome on the teſtimony of three guilty 
flaves, who can exhibit no proofs of ſe- 
duction ; neither will I demand the puniſh- 
ment of theſe {laves, becauſe it is impoſlible 
to judge how far they may have been inti- | 
midated or corrupted. I therefore propoſe, 
and earneſtly requeſt of every ſenator who 
loves his country to join his ſuffrage to mine, 


that an act of oblivion may take place for all 


the proceedings which have been either at- 
tempted or effected againſt Titus Valerius.” 
He was here interrupted by an univerſal 


murmur, and many voices were diſtinguiſhed 


that exclaimed, No man who loves his 


country can fuffer that iniquity to remain 
unpuniſhed, which w conſpired againſt 
her nobleſt ornament.” 
Valerius entreated filence and then reſumed 
his ſpeech: T 
5 Conſeript fathers ! permit me to pro- 


j I wid if ver k merited your approbation 


attend to my N To this act of obli- 
vion, 
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vion, I propoſe ſhall be added a decree for 
the obſervance of the ancierit laws, by which 
no ſenator is allowed to abſent himſelf from 
his duty without giving a full and diflint 


account of the motives which oblige him to 


retire; and that if any future attempt of the 
ſame nature, as that which now excites your 
indignation, ſhould be diſcovered, the 
agents, authors, and abettors of the fame 
ſhall be puniſhed as traitors to their coun- 
8 | 
The acclamations were now ſo loud that 
it was long before the ſubject could be 
diſcuſſed with any degree of calmneſs; at 
length after a long debate, in which it 
was remarkable that the known enemies of 
liberty were thoſe who moſt vehemently 
demanded the puniſhment of the offenders, 
a conſiderable majority decided for the opi- 


nion of Valerius. 


. He expreſſed his thanks in the warmeſt 


manner for the deference paid to his pro- 
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poſal, and added that he ſhould preſerve 
no other remembrance of his exile, than 
what might tend to excite his ſenſibility for 
the marks of affetion with which his coun- 
try had honoured his return. * I have now,” 
ſaid he, acknowledged, though imper- 
fectly. my obligations to Cæſar, to this 
venerable ſenate, and to the citizens of 
Rome in general : I muſt next acquit myſelf 
of my private obligations. Marcus Quintius 
Flaminius, on whoſe merits and ſervices I 
will forbear to enlarge; not in fear of being 
ſuſpected of partiality towards the ſon of a 
beloved ſiſter, but becauſe they are recently 
and publicly known, is the perſon to whom I 
particularly owe my reſtoration to this 
aſſembly, and to the ſervice of my country. 
Attached to his duty, and to the glory of 
the Roman arms, he ſuppreſſed his filial 
ſolicitude till repeated victories authorized his 4 
return to Italy: he then with indefatigable | 
piety, and unremitting aſſiduity ſought, and, 
| | at 
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at length, diſcovered the place of my retreat. 
recommend him, conſeript fathers! to your 
notice: - he has ſhewn himſelf worthy of 
your protection and of the name he bears; 
in you may he find a powerful and parental 
ſupport, when Valerius is no more; and 
may he juſtify this application, by proving 
himſelf no leſs the defender of your rights, 
than the glorious avenger of the inſulted 
dignity of Rome, andthe fortunate reſtorer of 
her ſacred enfigns !” | 

Septimius, I ſhould vainly endeavour to 
relate what I now felt, or what paſſed in the 
ſenate. Let it ſuffice that you are informed 
nothing could exceed the demonſtrations of 
regard with which your friend was honoured 
by the fathers of his country. | It will ever 
be conſidered by me as the moſt awful period 
in my paſt life, and the goodneſs of Valerius 
had almoſt - . me of the power of 
utterance.“ | 

He continued: Conſcript fathers! you 


; ä know 


Ts won 


__ — — — 1 * 5 8 


„ 
„ © 
- — — . vi 
w — — 
oy = rs PTA F rer 
. >. 


198 MARCUS FLAMINIUS 3 OR, * 


know my heart, and can judge how deeply it 
is affected with a ſenſe of your benefits, : 
Allow me to treſpaſs a little longer on your 
patience. The Cheruſcan warrior, with 
whom Marcus Flaminius is connected by 
reciprocal obligations, actuated by gratitude 
and friendſhip, left his native country to in- 
form him of the place of my exile, which he 
diſcovered by the means you have heard me 
relate: his father, one of the chiefs of 


that nation, treated with hoſpitality your 


fellow citizen, and at length preſerved 


his life by the facrifice of his own. I there- 


fore entreat that his ſon may enjoy an honour 


| of which he is deſerving : . I would wiſh that 


he might obtain the freedom of this city, 
and be raiſed to the dignity of a Roman 
knight. No man is a greater aſſerter of the 


majeſty of our ſtate, nor more cautious than 


myſelf of communicating ſo exalted a diſ- 
tinction: I. would ſooner counſel the diſ- 


tribution of treaſures and provinces, than to 


proſtitute the honour of the Roman people, 


by 
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by admitting unworthy ſharers of their ſacred: 
privileges ; but the virtues of this Cheruſcan 
are congenial to our principles, and the man 
of courage and probity deſerves to be a 


Roman. I therefore ſhall deſire that the 


freedom of this city may be granted to 
Sigiſmar, ſon of the late Cariovaldas, with 
permiſſion to aſſume the name of Titus Va- 
lerius. I ſhould be concerned to omit in- 
forming you, conſcript fathers! of any 
whoſe good offices have co-operated in the 


reſtoration of one of your colleagues, and if 


any ſuch omiſſion may have happened, I 


requeſt that you will put a favourable con- 


ſtruction on my ſentiments.” 


[ perceived that Germanicus, who was 
preſent at this mecting of the ſenate, ſeemed 
particularly attentive to theſe concluding 
words of Valerius, which manifeſtly regarded 
the interference of Druſus. _ 


The buſineſs of the day being completed, 


my uncle, attended by a very conſiderable 


(Fs | number 
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number of ſenators, went to the palace, and | 
was received by Tiberius with great apparent : 
regard. Sigiſmar, with his family, is to be 
enrolled amongſt the citizens of Rome ; and 
this privilege delivers Bertha from the power 
of Ingomar. 'The other hoſtages are to be 
fent back with the ambaſſadors, who will 
not obtain any aſliſtance againſt Arminius. 
Immediately after having accompanied Va- 
terius in his viſit to the emperor, I returned 
home, to give you a narration of the pro- 
ceedings of the day, and to acquaint Sigiſmar 
with the certain proſpect of peace between 
his country and ours, previous to the infor- 
mation of his becoming our fellow citizen. 
As the games of the Circus * begin to- 
morrow, Valerius intends. to avail himſelf of 
this opportunity to paſs a few days at his 
villa near Præneſte . He wiſhes to avoid 


_ * Roman calendar. 


+ Paleſtrina, a ſmall city and biſhoprick in the Pope's 
Kates, a fief of the Barberini family. | 
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the concourſe of viſitants that continually 
fill his apartments, and to allot ſome time 


for domeſtic and ſocial enjoyments. Marcus 


Lepidus * his approved and excellent friend, 
is to accompany him, and he has granted me 

the ſame permiſhon. I have an important 
uit to obtain from his paternal goodneſs ; 
he is not ignorant of my attachment to Va- 
leria, and I dare flatter myſelf that he will 


foon conſent to fecure my happineſs. 


* Tacitus, Book 1. and 4. 
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* 


LETTER LXXIV. 


THE Britiſh princes, grandſons of the ve- 
nerable Mandubratius, are arrived; and Ger- 
manicus, to whom their viſit is principally 
intended, has deſired that I would aſſiſt him 
in ſhewing them every attention of friendſhip | 
and hoſpitality. This circumſtance, which 
would have given me infinite ſatisfaction at 
any other time, 1s now a ſource of mor- 
tification, as it has prevented me from ac- 
companying Valerius to Præneſte. 

They are charged by the king of the 
Trinobantians, to congratulate Tiberius, 
and the Roman prople, on the ſucceſs 
of our arms between the Rhine and 
Albis, and to offer gifts in the temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinus. Before my return from 

| Ericuſa, 


— 
- 
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Ericuſa, Cornelius Dolabella was ſent to 


meet them at the port of Luna *, where 
they firſt diſembarked on their arrival from 


Gaul. It was their choice to continue the 


voyage by ſea, and they came up the Tiber, 
| attended by a great number of veſſels richly 


ornamented, amidſt the aeclamations of the 


Roman people, who are intereſted in their 


favour on account of the generous conduct 
of their parent and ſovereign towards thoſe 


of our fellow-ſoldiers who ſuffered ſhip- 
wreck on his coaſt. e 

As ſoon as I heard of their arrival, I left 
the field of Mars, where I was exerciſing, and 
having entered a barge with ſome other 
friends of ,Germanicus, we joined them at a 
little diſtance from the city. They were 
tranſported to ſee me, and were eager in their 


enquiries concerning the objects preſented to 


their view, as we advanced up the river. 


. Gulph della Spezia. 


They 
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They particularly admired the Naumachia ” 
and gardens of Cæſar, with the numberlefs 


villas that adorn the Janicule hill; the next 


inſtant they turned their eyes to the Aventine, 
and I had ſcarcely time to anſwer the variety 
of their queſtions, being obliged to tell them | 
the name and deftination of every building 


which they ſaw. The temples + of Diana 


and Juno, the grove of laurels, with the fe- 
pulchre of Tatius, the fane of liberty, and 
the public library of Aſinius Pollio, the cave 


of the robber Cacus, and the hiſtory of 


Evander, were all to. be explained. But 
what ſingularly engaged their attention was 
the Sublician bridge, which has acquired 


ſuch celebrity from the heroic act of Hora- 


* Now St. Coſimato and villa Barerini. 


+ Theſe temples, &c. are mentioned by many ancient, 
authors: the priory of Malta, St. Alexis, and 58 85 
Sabina, are built on their ruins, 


f The remains of this ſtill to be ſeen under the 
priory of Malta. ; 


tius 
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tius Cocles. When we arrived at the iſland *, 
I was unwilling to enter into any details, 
for you may imagine that I had no inclina- 


tion to recount the progreſs of the God of - 


- Phyſic from Epidaurus in the form of a 
ſerpent, or the conſecration of the place 
where he thought proper -to fix his abode. 


I ſhould be much more diſpoſed to look on 


this iſland as ſacred on account of its for- 


mation. It is undoubtedly a remarkable 


monument of that integrity which would not 
ſuffer our forefathers to appropriate to their 


own uſe the treaſures of a tyrant whom they 


had exiled, nor the product of an eſtate 
which they had conſecrated to Mars. But 
this was not a narration for the ear of princes: 
the name of Tarquin is an inſult to monarchs, 
and ſhould not be pronounced in the preſence 


* Now called Iſland of St. Bartholomew, from the 
church of that name; there. is ſtill an hoſpital called 
ans buon Fratelli. 
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equity, and on the love of their people. I 
therefore contented myſelf with pointing 
out to- the Britiſh youths the temple of 
Eſculapius, with the adjoining hoſpital, not 
omitting to mention the ftatue of Julius 


| Czfar, whoſe memory is 1o intereſting to 


them. 

Germanicus employs, for the entertainment 
of his gueſts, every opportunity afforded by his 
ſtation, with all the urbanity and amiable 
beneficence of his diſpoſition. It is not in 
the nature of the emperor to receive any one 
with kindneſs, but he confers on theſe every 
honour which ftate and magnificence can 
beſtow. They are to be introduced into the 
fenate, with pecuhar diſtinction, as ſoon as 
the games are finiſhed - and in the mean 
while they are highly delighted with the 
races and other amuſements incidental to the 


ſeaſon. 


This 
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This morning they were preſent at the 


dedication of the temple of Janus v, erected 
by Caius Duilius, after his victory over the 
Carthaginians, the firſt naval conqueror who 
graces the Roman annals, The edifice had 
ſuffered ſo much from the injuries of time, 
that Auguſtus thought proper to rebuild it; 
and Tiberius has had the honour of newly 
conſecrating it to the Deity whoſe name it 
bears. The princes do not attend any of 
our rites without enquiring into their origin ; 
and were greatly intereſted by the hiſtory of 
Duilius, and of our firſt naval preparations 
againſt the enemy, at that time maſter of the 
ſens} © 

We are iſlanders,” exclaimed they, with 
all the ardor of patriotiſm; ** the ocean 
muſt be for us the field of action. Nature 
has given us ports and bays that ſeem to 
indicate our deſtination; the winds that 


Tacitus, Book 2. 


guard 
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guard our coaſts, impel our fails to con- 
queſt and dominion: We have the lofty and 
venerable-oak, which our Druids teach us to 
behold with reverential awe; but theſe ſacred 
trees may, indeed, become the guardians of 
our iſle, when we convert them into floating 
citadels and defenſive bulwarks. The naval 
crown awaits us; and many a Briton may 
hereafter emulate, if not APES the glory 
of Duilius.” 

Theſe youths are indued with a noble 
pride, that endears them to every Roman; 
and this diſpoſition, among many inſtances, 
appeared in the following ſpeech made by 
the youngeſt to a ſenator, who gave them 
yeſterday a ſumptuous banquet, at which 
various ſtrangers were preſent. I ob- 
ſerve,” ſaid he, that the inhabitants of 
different regions are received at Rome with 
kindneſs and ſplendor: you are ſuperior to 
the illiberal prejudices ariſing from envy or 
diſtruſt : you grant your protection to the 

- univerſe ; 
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_ univerſe ; but is there no nation worthy We. 
your friendſhip? If you knew the hearts 


of the Britons, you would find them con- 
genial with your own, and would beſtow on 
them this honourable diſtinction.” 

Theſe words were highly applauded, and 
had the deſired effect on the hearers. There 
was not a Roman in company but bore teſti. 
mony that he felt for theſe brave iſlanders 
the ſentiments which they wiſhed to inſpire. 

Farewell, my dear Septimius, I have yet no 
account of Druſus. It is ſurely very ſtrange 
that he has not returned to Rome for the 
celebration of the games *, he who is ſo 


paſſionately addicted to theſe amuſements. 
What can be the motive of his abſence ? 


* Dion Caſſius, Tacitus, &c. 
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FS HAVE had the happineſs, my Friend, of 
| paſſing ſome hours with Valerius and his. 


210 MARCUS TLAMINES 3 OR, 


LETTER IXXV. 


amiable daughter, The Britiſh, princes. wil. 
lingly accepted my propoſal of accompany- 


ing them to Præneſte. They had heard of 


the celebrated temple of Fortune *, LF 
crated by Sylla to the Goddeſs, whom i" 
eſteemed | his protetreſs; and I conducted 
them to he villa of my uncle, which is de- 
lightfully ſituated near that of the emperor , 


at a ſmall diſtance from the city, and en- 


* Plutarch, &c. 

+ Magnificent remains of the emperor's villa are ſtill 
to be ſeen near Paleſtrine : the inhabitants calls it Villa 
Adriana, becauſe the emperor Adrian enlarged it con- 
ſiderably : there is now a WM with a ſmall chapel 
in the midſt of the ruins. 


joys 
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joys every advantage of this pure and ſalu- 


brious air. 
Valerius received them with bis accuſtomed 


hoſpitality and openneſs of manners. As 
he intereſts himſelf warmly in promoting the 
great object of their travels, which is to en- 


lighten and improve their native country by 


the knowledge they may acquire, he encous 
raged them in this noble deſign, and at the 
ſame time gave them every caution againſt 
the ſeduckiets, which Hy has introduced 
amongſt us. 


„Let not the delights of Heſperia,” ſaid 
he to theſe ingenuous youths, © induce you! 
to neglect the more ſolid advantages which 
you may reap from a change of ſcene, This 
temporary abſence from the kingdom which, 
by your birth, you are allotted to grace with 
your refidence and adorn with your virtues, 
may be eſſentially beneficial to yourſelves 
and to your countrymen, if you make good 
uſe of the time deſtined for ſuch pape but 
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if, dazzled by the ſplendor. of our- capital, 
or led aſtray by its allurements, you ſet too 
high a value on enjoyments of which a few 
revolving months would prove the fallacy, 
you will return to Britain without any in- 
creaſe of knowledge, and with a confidence 
unworthy of your genuine character. You 
will repine at the loſs of pleaſures, the no- 
velty of which was their greateſt charm; you 
will be diſſatisfied with the virtuous fimpli- 
city of your former life, and perhaps ſow 
the fatal ſeeds of corruption and miſery. 
Forgive me, princes, for the ſuppoſition; + 
your native virtues, and the precepts of the 
excellent Mandubratius muſt ſurely ſecure - 
you from the deluſion incidental to other tra- 
vellers; you will tranſplant into your iſland 
the laudable inſtitutions of our forefathers ; 
the learning that makes men wiſe and good; 
the exact diſcipline, the manly eloquence, 
and lofty ſentiments that form the real 
greatneſs of this nation: in courage and 

gene- 
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generoſity you have Oy proved yours 


ſelves our equals.” 


The youths ſeem deſirous to follow the 


infirucivii of Valerius: they examine with 


attention every object worthy of their cu- 
riofity, and make diligent enquiries into 


our laws, our government, and the annals 
of our republic. No ſooner did the ſultry 
heat of the day begin to abate, than they 
grew impatient to viſit the ancient city of 
Præneſte, and though I would gladly have 


prolonged the happineſs I felt in the conver- 
ſation of Valeria, I was obliged to EP 


with their deſires. 
As we approached near the hill, my 
uncle, who accompanied us, gave the 


princes a ſhort account of the foundation of | 
Przneſte, and the early part of its hiſtory. 


The“ various edifices dependent on the 


In the prince's palace is to be ſeen a curious painting 
by Pietro di Cortona, repreſenting the ancient temple, 
as he had collected the form of it from the ruins. The 
altar for drawing the lots, 8c. is now in the ſeminary. 
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** 


fane, added he, . compoſe a city of them- 
ſelves\; the architecture merits your atten- 
tion, but you will be ſtil more gratified 
with the extenſive view of the Apennines*, | 
the Tyrrbenian ſea, the Pontine iſlands, and 
the capital of our empire, with innumerable 
Jeſſer towns, all of which form an intereſting 
proſpect for the ſanctuary of the temple +. 
You will obſerve the Pharos for directing 
diſtant mariners to pay a paſſing ſalute to 


the throne of Fortune. A multitude of vota- 
ries crowd her ſhrine, and her oracles are 


delivered with ſufficient art to ſupport the 
reputation of her power. You will fee, in 
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the moſaic pavement} given by Sylla, the 


various ſcenes of we reprnſented, by Egyp- 


— 


From one window of the palace this aſtoniſhing 
view is to be ſeen. 


+ Now the palace. The ancient fernichcole ſtaircaſe 
{till ſerves for the entrance of this magnificent houſe, 1 
which contains a church, rheatre, armoury, &c © 
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tian figures, which he intended ſhould de- 


note that all depends on the fickle goddeſs. 
You perceive the ſituation of Præneſte: this 
hill, of difficult acceſs, has often been fatal 
to its inhabitants, whoſe fidelity to Rome 


has for ever endeared them to our nation. 


The place has been frequently attacked, and 
the conquerors have cruelly revenged on its 
citizens 'the toil and difficulties which they 
had undergone during the ſiege. The horrid 
maſſacre committed by order of Sylla, and 


the death of the younger Marius, rendered 
him the ſolitary maſter of this city: he at- 
tributed his ſucceſſes to Fortune; but had he 


aſcribed them to a higher cauſe, he would not 
have ſullied his victory by the deſtruction 
of twelve thouſand Romans and Præneſtians. 
Blind to his own fate, he, from that mo- 
ment, ſealed his guilt by aſſuming the ap- 
pellation of THE FORTUNATE, and became 

the moſt wretched of the human ſpecies.” 
Valerius, by previouſſy acquainting the 
F 4 Britons 
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Britons with the ſubjects that were to claim 


their attention, acted in a manner very dif- 


ferent from what is generally practiſed with 


regard to travellers. It is cuſtomary to wait 
till their eyes are fixed on any particular 
work of art or nature, and then to call off 
their attention by an ill-timed diſplay of 
knowledge, which confuſes their ideas, and 


explains away their power of obſervation. | 
The princes were, on the contrary, prepared 


for the hiſtorical part of the ſcene, and they 


were not importunately diſturbed from mak- 


ing their own reflections on the objects as 
they appeared to them: they were conſe- 
quently, left to an exertion of their judg- 
ment, and we were far from being diſpleaſed 


with the remarks which it produced . 


When we returned to the villa, we found 


Aſinius Gallus“ walking with Lepidus in 
the portico, and relating, with a vehemence 


* Annals of Tacitus, in various places, and other 


authors 
natural 


— 
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natural to him, the affair of Varilia Apuleia#. 
To the crimes of which ſhe is accuſed, has 
lately been added the charge of ſpeaking 


| diſreſpectfully of the late emperor, of Tibe- 
rius, and of his mother. Aſinius exclaimed 


loudly againſt the application of laws, firſt 
intended for the ſafety of the people, to the 
ſupport of deſpotiſm in the reigning family $ 
and inveighed, with acrimonious warmth, 
againſt the part which he ſuppoſed Tiberius 
would act in this affair. Lepidus anſwered 


him with coolneſs and moderation, ſaying, 


that he conceived Tiberius had too much 
underſtanding not to reflect, that it was as 


imprudent to puniſh diſcourſes like thoſe 
of Varilia, as it was unjuſtifiable to utter 


them. At this moment entered Meſſala, 
and the younger Valerius Maximus. My 
uncle, who had hitherto been ſilent, took 
occaſion, from their arrival, to change the 


topic of converſation, and queſtioned Maxi- 


© * Tacitus, Book ii. 
| mus 
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mus on his literary purſuits. He replied, 
that it was his intention to compoſe a vo- 
lume of MEMORABLE EXAMPLES, ſelected 
from the Roman hiſtory, and from that of 
foreign nations, which he would claſs under 
the diſtin& heads of virtues and vices. 
Valerius, who knows the diſpoſition of 
Maximus, applauded his deſign, but admo- 
niſhed him to avoid beſtowing exceſlive 
praiſes on any modern. * You would un- 
doubtedly wiſh,” ſaid he, that your work 
ſhould be read and approved by poſterity; I. 
know you too well to ſuſpe& that you will 
give a falſe repreſentation of any great cha- 
racters who may have been connected with 
an oppreſſed or unfortunate party : you will 
do them juſtice : but if you ſpeak of thoſe 
in power, with only the encomiums that 
may be ſtrictly their due, you will, notwith- 
ſtanding, be accounted a flatterer. I would 


This work ſtill extant. | 
35 likewiſe 
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| likewiſe counſel you againſt entering info a 


detail of religious ceremonies, as it is diffi- 


cult to relate the circumſtances which gave 


riſe to them, without adopting popular errors 
and fabulous traditions. Content yourſelf 
with recording thoſe anecdotes which may 
teach our deſcendants to ſupport the cauſe of 
virtue, and to ſtop the progreſs of degene- 
racy. You have ſtudied much; your reflec- 


tions will be elegant and accurate; you will 


preſerve the memory of many great actions 
performed by obſcure perfons, and conſe- 
quently omitted by hiſtorians in general; a 
pleaſing and, I could almoſt fay, a god-like 
taſk ! Impartial Heaven had the ſame rewards 
in ſtore for the faithful ſlave of Panopion, 
who ſuffered himſelf to be killed, that he 
might ſave the life of bis proſcribed maſter, 
as for the illuſtrious Regulus, who eternized 
his name by that faith and magnanimity, 


which all nations, and all ages will cele- 
brate.“ | 


> 
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= As you are not unacquainted , my friend, 
with the character of Maximus, you will 
eaſily judge which'part-of the inſtructions of 


Valerius he is moſt likely to follow. 


Mleſſala was, during this time, engaged 
in a diſpute with Gallus, on the different 

merits of our modern orators. Each of 

them, being the ſon of a man celebrated 


for eloquence, concluded that he had an 


| hereditary right to decide on this topic. So 


natural is it ſometimes to ſuppoſe that the 


gifts of nature deſcend like thoſe of for- 
tune. Meſſala, who had by far the ad- 


vantage in ſolidity of argument, was ſeconded 
by Lepidus; but their reaſons could not pre- 
vail againſt the volubility of Aſinius: he 


perſiſted in his opinion, and harangued till 
the ground of the queſtion was forgotten, 


and till he had warmed himſelf ſufficiently 


to declare, that his father“ was ſuperior to 


He wrote a book to prove it, which was refuted | 


by the emperor Claudius, 


Cicero 


tl 


t! 
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Cicero in every faculty that conſtitutes an 
| orator. His two opponents avoided making 
any reply to this declaration, which deter- 
mined him to appeal to Valerius. 

As to Pollio,“ ſaid my uncle, 1 ever 
ed his talents, and reſpected his virtues z 
he was the friend of my father *, and though 
he did not think proper to take the ſame 
active part in the war between Anthony and 
Octavius, Poplicola ſpoke highly of the pro- 
priety of his conduct, and conſidered him as 
one of the few perſons who were not un- 
grateful to the unfortunate Triumvir. His 
eloquence has never been queſtioned, but 
that of Cicero admits of no compariſon ; 
yet do not imagine, Aſinius, that I mean to 
detract from the merit of your father by 
this aſſertion. Cicero lived at a time in 
which the commonwealth ſtill exiſted, 
though in the midſt of faction and civil war: 
* Poplicola, who commanded the right wing at the | 

battle of Actium with Marc Anthony. Plutarch. 
in 
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in thoſe days muſt be dated the 0 of 
eloquence, a talent which owes its being to 
liberty, and uſually becomes deſtructive to 
its parent. Our republic had arrived at the 
ſummit of its greatneſs; every advantage 
which experience and learning could beſtow, 
was open to the man of genius; and the moſt 
important intereſts were to be diſcuſſed before 
active rivals and enlightened audiences; what 
more is neceſſary to form an orator? Afl- 


nius Pollio * retained: much of the ancient 


perfection: his ſtyle was copious and elegant, 
that of Meſſala intereſting and perſuaſive': 
they Were as much ſuperior to us, as Jam 
afraid our followers will be inferior. It 
would be fruitleſs to expect, in the preſent 
circumſtances, the ſevere er, of Brutus, 


10 For No 8 of theſe 8 he Tacitus, Dial. 
de Orat. Quintilian, &c. 


The Romans were naturally eloquent, but oratory did 


not become a ſcience amongſt them before the end of 
the ſecond punic war. . 
Paleſtrine is ſtill famous for roſes. 


the 
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the ſtrength and. ſpirit: of Cæſar, or the 
accumulated: excellencies off Cicero. While 
we read their works, we may fave. from 
total extinction the fire which animated 
their boſoms; but the flame cannot burn 
with the ſame vehemence and luſtre; nor 
can we, like Prometheus, be ſupplied from 
the pure ſource that once enlightened, but 
would now conſume us. Happy were thoſe 
ages in which. oratory was neither ſtudied: 
nor regretted I They were the ages of the 
Decii, of the Fabii, of the Marcelli.” SANE 
The hour of repaſt here broke in upon the 
converſation, and, as ſoon as this was over, 
Aſinius returned to his houſe at Præneſte, 
where he has been ſtaying ſome days with 
Vipfania “ and his family. Meſſala and his 
friend ſet out for Rome by a beautiful moon- 
N Daughter of an Agrippa and Pomponia, mar- 
ried firſt to Tiberius, afterwards to Aſinius Gallus; it 
was remarked that ſhe was the only child of Agrippa 
who died a natural death; ſhe was the mother of 


Druſus. . 
| light: 
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light: the Britiſh princes retired to reſt, abt 
I remained with Valerius and Lepidus in a 
ſemicireular colonnade, deſigned by Vitru- 
vius * for my grandfather' Poplicola, Who 
was one of his chief patrons. It was origin- 
ally ornamented with the buſts of Anacreon, 
- Theocritus, Sappho, Alczus, and Simonides, 
to which Valerius has added thoſe of Virgil, 
Horace, and Tibullus. On the pedeſtal of 
each is a baſs- relief alluding to their works. 


I was greatly pleaſed with thoſe of Cupid 


aſking admittance at the door of Anacreon, 


Danie expoſed on the billows with her child, 
the doves/ covering the infant Horace 'with 


leaves of myrtle and laurel, Delia weeping 


over the urn of her lover, and Gallus com- 


plaining of the eruel Lycoris to Apollo, and 
the Sylvan deities. This elegant building is 


open to a large extent of garden, perfumed 
by a variety of flowers, and particularly of 


* The celebrated archite& lived in the time of Julius 
Cæſar and Auguſtus. 


roles, 


2 
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ſeaſons of the year. 

It was here that Poplicola chiefly ae, 
after Auguſtus became maſter of the empire; 
and from this place the poet Horace addreſſed 
to the elder Lollius his epiſtle * on the moral 
leſſons to be found in Homer. Near the ſpot 
where now ſtands his buſt, he uſed to inſtruct 
my mother, when a child, to repeat with 
accuracy and grace the ſecular ode F, in the 
performance of which he was eminently 
diſtinguiſhed. 

After we were left to ourſelves, Lepidus 
declared it was | very aſtoniſhing to hear 


peror in private ſocieties, whilſt he often 
gave his vote in compliance with the moſt 
extravagant demands of power, obſerving 
that he had neither the merit of im, 


1 Book i. Epiſtle 2. 


+ The ſecular games were celebrated in the year of 
Rome 737. 


VorL. II. | OE nor 
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ö folly, with SR this country abounds at all- 


= x LACEY 


Aſinius declaim ſo violently againſt the em- 
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nor the circũmſpection of prudence, and that 
probably he would fall an unpitied ſacrifice 
to his own duplicity. 2 | 

« J agree with you,” anſwered. Valerius, 


as to the imprudence of his conduct, but 


I believe it Proceeds merely from temerity 
and ambition. He diſlikes T iberius, but he 
wiſhes to retain the influence acquired by 
his connexion with the Cæſarian family. 
I remember“ that when Auguſtus, a ſhort 
time before his death, was giving his opinion 
of the leading characters in the ſenate, he 
ſaid that you, ' Lepidus, had the talents and 
qualifications neceſſary to render yourſelf 
maſter of the empire, but added, that you 


would diſdain thus to profit by them. His 


judgment of Afinius Gallus was directly 


oppoſite; he believed him deſirous of be- 


coming the ruler of his country, but unequal 
to the arduous taſk of obtaining ſuch an ele- 


Tacitus, Book 1. 


vated 
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vated ſtation. Your moderation' has always 
kept you no leſs diſtant from petulant oppoſi- 
tion, than from mean ſervility. You are there- 
fore reſpected and honoured by the reigning 

prince, though your anceſtor was the rival of 
Auguſtus, and your father his victim. On the 
contrary, I believe there is not. a man exiſting 
to whom Tiberius has a greater averſion than 
to Gallus. He never forgave him for marrying 
Vipſania after he himſelf had divorced her 
in compliance with the requeſt of Auguſtus. 
1 know not whether you were informed of 
a circumſtance which happened during your 
abſence from Italy: he met her by accident, 
and ſo much diſorder was viſible in his coun« 
tenance, that ſhe was enjoined to avoid, for 
the future, all places where Tiberius might 
appear. Unhappy with Julia, miſtruſtful of 
all who ſurrounded him, he regretted being 
deprived of the only perſon to whom he 
had a real attachment; even now, he is 
wretched whenever Druſus frequents the 
n huouſe 
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*houſe of Aſinius, though he cannot, with 
any propriety, deny him the -permiſſion of 
viſiting a mother whom he tenderly loves. 

I was affected, my friend, with what J 


heard relative to the affection of Tiberius 
for Vipſania ; it was the firſt time I had ever 


felt for him a ſentiment of pity. Who 
knows, thought I, how much his diſpoſition 


may have been changed by a proceeding - 


unworthy of Auguſtus? But a moment's 
reflection told me that Tiberius had no right 
to complain when he would meanly ſubmit to 


ſuch a requeſt. I could not refrain from 


exclaiming, ** How different was the con- 
duct of Julius Cæſar, whom all the menaces 


of Sylla could not induce to break the union 

he had formed with a daughter of the cruel 

dictator's greateſt enemy!“ 
Valerius ſmiled at the warmth with which 


I ſpoke, and told me, he was well aſſured | 


that no confideration would ever prevail with 
me to ſacrifice my affections to fear or am- 
| bition, 
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bition: **T know not of any motive,” 
added he, which can authorize an action of 
this nature: whatever is in itſelf wrong and 
diſgraceful, is not to be juſtified even by the 
plea of neceſſity.” 

„J am very ſenſible of his diſlike to all 
intercourſe with the houſe of Gallus, inter- 
rupted Lepidus, but I always attributed it 
to the pride inherent for ſo many ages in the 
Claudian family: I concluded that Tiberius 
wiſhed to obliterate, as far as poſlible, every 
remembrance of his connexion with Vip- 
ſania; who, though a daughter of the great 
Agrippa, was ſuppoſed to degrade the 
family images by introducing amongſt them 
that of Pomponius Atticus, a Roman night, 
who never enjoyed any dignities in the re- 
public. It muſt be owned that great and 
important ſervices have been rendered to the 
ſtate by the numerous heroes of the Claudian 
race; but the e Ta Appius; the haughty 

1 her brother had loſt more 
— citizens 


dame who wiſhed 
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citizens. from the commonwealth, that ſhe 
might not have been incommoded with a 
crowd; and the ſupercilious obſtinacy with 
| which even the beſt of the Claudii always 


fomented the diſputes between the patricians 
and plebeians, are all melancholy examples, 


and fatal prognoſtics, which have been neg- 
lected till too late! How different was the 
character of the Julian race! And how 
certain this truth, that winning affability 
eſtabliſhes dominion, and lofty deſpotiſm 
takes advantage of it!“ 

Lepidus now withdrew, and Valerius, 
having ſtaid a few minutes longer, gave me 
every reaſon to hope that he would ſoon 


gratify my fondeſt wiſhes. After he left me, 


I found it impoſſible to compoſe myſelf to 
reſt; my heart and my imagination were 
fully employed ; I wandered into the gar- 
dens, and, invited by the ſoft luſtre of the 
moon, directed my ſteps towards a long 
avenue of elms, which decorate the planta- 

. 5 tions. 
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tions. I had ſcarcely, entered the walk when 
I obſerved a perſon who retreated at my 
approach: this engaged me to follow, and 
by the ſtature and gait it appeared to be 
Druſus. You will conceive my agitation ; 
I purſued him in haſte, but he took a dif- 
ferent path, and was loſt to my ſight. I 
ſpent the greateſt part of the night in fruitleſs 


ſearch; and this morning I went to the 
' houſe of Aſinius to enquire for him, when I 


was told that he had been there, but was then 
on his way to Rome. I immediately haſtened 
our departure, having firſt interrogated the 
ſervants of Valerius, whether they knew that 
Druſus had been at Præneſte. They reported 
that he had been ſeen by ſeveral of them in 
the gardens, which are open to all; but that 
he had not expreſſed any deſire to viſit their 
maſter. 

On my arrival here, I went to the palace 
where he was ſaid to be hourly expected, but 
not yet arrived ; and that probably he had 
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taken the road of Tuſculum. You have 
no idea, my friend, of my embarraſſment. 
Happily Valerius returns to-morrow, and it 
is impoſſible that Druſus can for ever eſcape 


me, 


LETTER 


% 


| 4 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


I AM aſtoniſhed and deeply affected, my 
friend, at what I have heard ſince cloſing my 
laſt letter; my apprehenſions are dreadful,. 
my indignation is beyond expreſſion; I have 

ſcarcely fortitude to relate what has paſſed. : 
No fooner did I hear that Valerius was 

returned from Præneſte, than I went to his 
houſe, and found him engaged with many of 
his friends. Having obtained permiſſion to 
viſit his lovely daughter, I flew to her apart- 
ment elated with joy and tenderneſs. She 
was in tears, and had not power to welcome 
me: you will conceive how much I was 
alarmed: I entreated her to diſcloſe the 
cauſe of this affliction, which ſurpriſed and 
terrified me, at a time when all conſpired to 
diffuſe 
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diffuſe ſatisfaction and tranſport around us. 


She deſired me to follow her into the garden, 


where, as ſoon as we were at ſome diſtance 


from her attendants, ſhe ſhewed me a letter 
which ſhe had received from Nate on her 


arrival i in town. 

After the warmeſt cmi of a paſſion, 
which he profeſſes to have combated and 
concealed ſince the firſt moment he ſaw her, 
becauſe he was ſenſible of the obſtacles that 
| oppoſed his happineſs, he declares that he 
is now reſolved to be divorced from Livia, 
and has not only the conſent, but the appro- 
bation of Tiberius to offer his hand to Va- 
leria. He requeſts permiſſion to ſee her; 
complains that he has. often attempted it in 
vain while at Præneſte; and . promiſes to 


explain whatever may have the appearance 


of precipation or indelicacy in his conduct. 


He conjures her not to reject a propoſal on 
which depends the fate of one far dearer to 


her than herſelf . and concludes by aſſuring 
yy ; her 
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her that his entreaties are dictated, not more 
by his ardent affection for her, than by his 
profound and conſtant veneration for her 
father. | : 

After I had read the letter, Valeria aſked 
me with a faltering voice what I thought of 
the contents: I was incapable of returning an 
anſwer :' a chilly horror glided through my 
veins; and the fatal myſtery diſcloſed itſelf 
to my indignant imagination with all the 
ſtrength of conviction. I remained Glent, 
and revolved in my agitated mind the various 
conſequences that might attend any ſudden 
determination. Valeria trembled, and looked 
on me with inexpreflible concern. Marcus!” 
ſaid ſhe, ** this filence is more painful than 
words of the moſt fatal import; think in 
what a dreadful ſtate of ſuſpenſe I have paſſed 
the. moments fince my receiving this letter. 
Aſſiſt me, guide me through the dreary 
labyrinth in which I am involved—lI cannot 
ſupport that look of deſpair.” 

It 


236 MARCUS FLAMINIUS; on, 3 


It is not deſpair, anſwered I; it is reſents 
ment—it is fury. I have from the firſt been 
jealous of ſome ſiniſter deſigiis in Druſus, 
but did not expect this dreadful diſcovery, 
and that he would have uſed menaces for 
the accompliſhment of his wiſhes Give me 


the letter I will ſeek this deteſted diſturber 
of our felicity—I will cancel in his blood 


thoſe obligations on which he ſets ſo im- 
menſe a value. 

Theſe, or ſimilar expreſſions, were ſug- 
geſted to me by the momentary madneſs 
which had ſeized me. Valeria turned pale, 


and, with a voice that might have ſoothed the 


anger of a ſavage, entreated metocalm myſelf: 
ſhe ſaid the paſſion with which I was tranſ- 


ported made me incapable of reflection; 


that, when I reſumed my uſual tranquillity, I 
might perhaps diſcover that Druſus had 


been conſtrained to act in this manner, and 


| that we might be unjuſt in ſuppoſing him fo 
guilty as he appeared. This obſervation, 
far 


| 
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far from appeaſing, added fuel to my rage: 
a kind of momentary frenzy ſuggeſted to 
me that Valeria might ſeek to excuſe Druſus 
from motives of partiality—T know not what 
I ſaid—my ſenſes were diſordered; and 1 
did not recover myſelf till I perceived that, 
overcome by anguiſh, ſhe had ſunk fainting 
on the border of a fountain near which we 
ſtood. It was ſome time before the revived : 
and I then conjured her to pardon the vio- 
lence into which I had been Wen by 
exceſs of affliction. 
Alas!“ ſaid Valeria, my ap 
have taken from me the power of explaining 
what 1 with, or what I fear; I would have 
you ſpeak to Druſus, engage him to acknow- 
ledge whether it is by an abſolute order of 
the emperor, that he has written to me this 
fatal letter, or whether any choice is left me 
beſide the dreadful alternative of committing 
parricide, or pronouncing vows which my 
keart can never juſtify, O Marcus! if 
5 eternal 


Fa 
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eternal ſecluſion from the world; if to bid 
farewell. to my father, and to you, would 
ſatisfy the cruelty of our enemies, and ſave 
me from a crime, I would complete the ſa- 
_ erifice—but I fear it would be of no avail- 
All Lentreat of you at preſent, is, to riſe ſupe- 
rior to your paſſions, and not to ſuffer a deſtruc- 
tive though juſt indignation prevent you from 
taking the only meaſure through which I can 
perceive a ray of hope. Speak calmly to 
Druſus: tell him that I eſteem his virtues, 
and would ſave him from laſting ſtings. of 
ſelf-reproach); when reflection, too late, con- 
vinces him that by one act of tyranny he 
forfeits the friendſhip of Germanicus, de- 
grades the ſacred honour of his family, and 
conſigns Valeria to perpetual miſery. He 
will then be ſenſible. of his error, and will 
prevent its dreadful conſequences ; he will 
liſten to your admonitions: but your menaces 
could only end in the extinction of every 
hope that now” ſupports me. Promiſe me 
you 
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you will reſtrain your anger—l have no truſt 
but in yourſelf—I am not accuſtomed. to act 
without the advice of a father: this is the 
firſt event I have ever concealed from his 
: knowledge : twice was I on the point of 
diſcloſing the fatal ſecret, when, happily, 
my reaſon. interpoſed, and reminded. 
me that perhaps we may owe his preſer- 
vation to his being for ever ignorant of 
the ſhameful propoſal.” . | 

I could not diſobey the commands of Va- 
teria, promiſing to ſuppreſs my emotions, and. 
left her that might go in ſearch of Druſus; but 
he was in the apartment of Germanicus, a place 
at this time ill ſuited to our meeting. I did not 
enter, as it would have been impoſſible for 
me to conceal my agitation ; and I have ſtill 
ſome expectation of bringing him to a ſenſe of 
honour, without divulging a circumſtance 
which muſt for ever diſturb the quiet of the 
Cæſarian family. I have deſired that Druſus 
may be acquainted how earneſtly I wiſh to 


ſpeak 


Hao 
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ſpeak with him alone. Farewell, Septimius; 


I am once more going in ſearch: of him; 
but, whatever may be the conſequences of 
our meeting, be aſſured that my affection for 
Valeria, however ardent, is not the only 


cauſe of my indignation againſt him. I can- 


not blame him for being ſenſible of her per- 
fections, though I would contend for the 
poſſeſſion of them againſt the univerſe ; nor 
will I relinquiſh them while I have life: 
but the diſhonourable manner in which it 


appears he would obtain her, is repugnant to 


every principle and duty, that we hold 
facred among mankind. 
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LETTER LXXVIL 


IMMERSED in the gulph of miſery, it is 
with difficulty, my friend, that I can collect 
my wandering ſpirits to communicate to you 
the horrors of our fate. I yeſterday bade you 
adieu, in the intention of ſeeking Druſus ; I 
found he waited for my return; he was 


alone, and we retired to the remoteſt apart- 
ment. I repreſented to him, with ſuffi. 


cient calmneſs, the reſpe&t which the dig- 
' nity and virtues of Valerius had a right to 
command ; I repeated to him the injunctions 
of Valeria, and required a full explanation 
of the letter which had raiſed her alarms and 
excited my reſentment. 

Druſus at firſt * to palliate the 
. expreſſions 
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expreſſions he had uſed, and affirmed that he 
had long been attached to Valeria. 
Is it ſurpriſing,” faid he, ** that 1 


ſhould wiſh, by an union with the moſt 


| amiable of her ſex, to ſecure my own hap- 
pineſs, and free myſelf from a connexion 


with Livia, who has neither a regard for 


me nor for Germanicus. He is too juſt, 
and too ſenſible of the miſconduct of his 


ſiſter to reſent a ſtep which would be con- 


ducive to the general tranquillity of our 
family, Livia was never my choice ; the 


will of Auguſtus directed our union; and 


after the firſt emotion of offended pride has 


ſubſided, ſhe will rejoice to be ſet at liberty 


from an alliance of which ſhe has never 


known the value, nor practiſed the duties.” 


I remonſtrated with your friend on the im- 


poſſibility of his obtaining the conſent of 
Valeria, or of her father.“ You will per- 
haps,” ſaid I, ** conſider my remonſtrance 
as intereſted ; and I frankly confeſs that I love 

Valeria 


* 
. 
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Valeria beyond every other conſideration 
except my honour ; but it is that, and not my 
paſſion, which now ſpeaks. Think not that 
ever I will permit you to receive her hand; 
you have rendered yourſelf unworthy of it 
by the inſidious means you employed for 
obtaining intelligence of the place of my 
uncle's retreat; by your unſolicited inter- 
ference in the concerns of our family; by 
your myſterious conduct throughout the 
whole of this proceeding ; and, laſtly, by the 
ſhameful advantage you have taken of your 
influence with Tiberius, in ſeeking to inti- 
midate a .daughter, whoſe tenderneſs and 
piety might lead her to ſacrifice her own 
peace of mind to the ſafety of her father. 
Reflect on the unmanly part you have acted: 
recal to mind the honourable principles of 
your anceſtors ; ſhew yourſelf worthy of the 
name of Druſus; for that of Cæſar has been 
made ſubſervient to the purpoſes of deſ- 
potiſm. Caſt off the borrowed majeſty 
WS which 
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which cannot make you formidable to men 
who ſet no value on their lives, but as they 
are uſeful to the republic ; and forbear to 
blaſt the growing virtues, which may render 


you dear to Rome, by an action only be- 


coming a Tarquin.” 
Druſus remained ſome moments ſilent: at 


length he roſe haſtily, and taking-me by the 


hand, Marcus !” ſaid he with emotion, I 
am guilty, and I confeſs my guilt ; educated 


amidſt flatterers and ſlaves, I have knownno 


bounds to my will; and as I could not obtain 
your confidence, I employed unworthy means 
to be informed of the place to which Vale- 
rius was exiled ; but I ſwear to all the im- 
mortal Gods, that my intentions were ho» 


nourable and diſintereſted. You will not 


ſuppoſe that fear can ſway the heart of Dru» 


ſus; I avow my fault, in order to clear my- 


felf from the other aſperſions you have 
thrown on me. Hear me patiently, and 


then indulge your reſentment ; I will not 


Jay 
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ſay but my love for Valeria might influ- 
ence my zeal for her father's return; but I 
did not then hope for her hand as the reward 
of my ſucceſs. I wiſhed indeed that ſhe 
might owe his deliverance to me: the reſt I 
left to time and to herſelf. I made uſe of 
every argument that might engage my father 
to comply with my requeſt for the recal of 
Valerius ; I pleaded your fervices, and the 
unvaried tenor of your uncle's conduct, the 
love and veneration of his fellow- citizens, 
and the odium to which the emperor would 
be expoſed if he refuſed reſtoring him to 
Rome. At length Tiberius yielded to my 
earneſt requeſt; but it was on a condition 
which J accepted not without a ſenſe of the 
difficulties I ſhould experience, and of the 
want of generoſity with which I ſhould be 
accuſed. But reflect on my fituation— 
* Drufus,* ſaid the emperor, * I am not un- 
acquainted with your ſentiments for Valeria; 
you are incited by ſomething more than 
K 1: reſpect 
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reſpe& for her father, to ſolicit his recal : I 
confent to your defire, on condition you 
perſuade Valeria to become your wife. This 


alliance can alone remove the apprehenſions 


which the extenſive influence of Titus Va- 
lerius, and the inſtability of human fortune, 


create in my mind. I have more reaſons 


for what I now urge than it is neceſſary to 
communicate to you: it is enough that you 
are informed the ſafety of this empire, and 
of the Julian family, depends on our ſecuring, 
or annihilating the over-grown power of the 
man, whom you imprudently wiſh to reſtore 
to the ſenate, I will give orders that he 
ſhall be conducted hither in a manner ſuit- 
able to his dignity, and I will neglect no 
means to conciliate his friendſhip ; and if 


you ſucceed in perſuading his daughter to 


ſuch an union, a taſk which ſurely cannot 


be difficult to the fon of Tiberius, my fears 
will be ended, and I ſhall even be led to 


approve the temerity of that conduct, which 


has 
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has had ſuch fortunate iſſue. But ſhould theſe 
deſigns be ineffectual, I muſt inform you that 
Valerius and your father cannot exiſt at one 
time : my reſolves are unalterable, therefore 
you have no time to loſe. Your proceeding 
has conſtrained. me to act in a manner that 
leaves you no alternative but to conſult your 
own inclinations, and promote the intereſt of 
your family, or to deſtroy the perſon whom 
you wiſh to ſave. It ſhall be my care to 
ſatisfy Germanicus and Livia.“ 

Can you blame me, Marcus,” continued 
the prince, if I had not the magnanimity, 
or rather the cruelty, to refuſe this offered 
bleſſing? I was convinced that Valeria would 
revolt from my propoſal, unleſs her father 
ſupported it by his counſel and authority ; 
I knew he would reject it with ſcorn, if he 


were acquainted with the terms on which 


Tiberius permitted me to make it; and I 
had no room to hope that he would liſten 
to my ſuit, except he had reaſon to imagine 
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that Valeria's inclinations correſponded with 


mine: I knew not any means that could 
induce her to uſe her intereſt with her 
father, except by infinuating that his future 
fate depended on her compliance ; for I 


durſt not hope, what would have been my 


firſt wiſh, to owe this ineſtimable bleſſin 
to her favourable ſentiments for nme. 
You may imagine, my deareſt friend, the 


conſternation with which I liſtened to the diſ- 


courſe of Druſus; I here interrupted him with 
exclamations againſt the tyranny of Tiberius, 
and the unjuſt ſuſpicions which he pre- 


tended to entertain of Valerius. I was over- 


whelmed with the dreadful truth of which I 


had always formed ſome vague conjectures, 


but from which my mind had recoiled with 
horror. TI muſt, however, do your friend the 
Juſtice to ſay, that he appeared conſcious of 
his fault, and deeply afflicted with the fatal 


conſequences that muſt enſue from it; but 
he ſtill entreated that I would a” 


Valeria 
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Valeria to accept his propoſal, and that I 


would be the advocate of his paſſion. 

O Septimius! I am ready to meet tor- 
tures and death to preſerve Valerius; nay 
more feel that I have fortitude for a 


ſeverer trial——; but never, never will Va- 


lerius conſent to ſo diſhonourable an alliance! 


Had we the power of diſguiſing our looks 
and actions, were our ſentiments to be for 
ever concealed from his paternal penetration, 
his own wiſdom would tell him that Tibe- 
rius did not approve of the propoſal but 
from intereſted and unworthy views, No ; 


he will never yield to a propoſal ſo repug- 


nant to his principles: he is loſt ; and the 
diſſembling tyrant, with a refinement of 
cruelty peculiar to himſelf, would make his 
children ſtrike the blow that is to deſtroy 
him! How can I inform Valeria of the fatal 
converſation that has paſſed between myſelf 
and Druſus! How can I meet the eyes of 
that great, that venerated man, whom I will 


5 


not 
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not, whom I cannot ſurvive My friend, 
never till now was I acquainted with real 
misfortune ; all other ſorrows might be en- 
dured with fortitude, but this ſurpaſſes the 
ſtrength of human reaſon. 
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LETTER LXXVIIL 


IT is matter of ſurpriſe to me, Septimius, 
that I ſtill retain the uſe of my ſenſes; and 
had I wholly loſt them, I ſhould be far leſs 


| wretched. I have been with Valeria; her 


terrors and afflictions have preyed on her 


health, and the malice of Tiberius may ſoon 


be doubly ſatiated. Alarmed at the illneſs 
of his daughter, Valerius“ never leaves her; 
and her eyes are in vain directed to me for 
conſolation. I dare not, even by a look, 
give hopes that may encourage and deceive 
her: a mournful filence reigns in the apart- 
ment; deſpair and anxiety are painted by 
turns on her .beauteous, though languid, 
countenance ; and the tender cares of her 
father encreaſe her ſufferings. ' 
I know 
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I know not how to ſupport the melan- 


choly ſcene; and cannot behold Valerius 
without reflecting that a few days, nay, a 


few hours, may for ever- deprive me of 


this ineſtimable parent, and plunge Va- 
leria into the abyſs of wretchedneſs ! Her 


father obſerves my affliction; he attributes 


it ſolely to my concern fof his daughter; 


but ſeeks in vain to account for the ſource 


of her apparent diſtreſs, while our mutual 
ſufferings are inexpreſſibly increaſed by the 
impoſſibility of giving vent to our feelings, 
and by the neceſſity of diſguifing our ſenti- 
ments from Valerius. 

I write to you from his apartment, where 
I am retired from the torment of conſtraint, 

and where I can open my heart to Septi- 


mius. O] my friend, bear with the inco- 


herent expreſſions of my deſpair ; receive 


them as proofs of my friendſhip and confi- 
dence: I have not power to anſwer the 


various expoſtulations of your letters ; but 
| Vour 
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your goodneſs is engraved deeply on my 
heart, and can only be effaced with life. 
Your meſſenger waits, and I muſt cloſe the 
packet: farewell! my dear Septimius! Hea- 
ven knows if we ſhall meet again! Is it 
poſſible that I can live with honour, and 
not revenge Valerius? Has not my return 
precipitated his fate ? 1 


I learn that Druſus is at this moment with 
Valerius; what will be the reſult of their 
converſation? I muſt take this opportunity 
of acquainting the unhappy Valeria with 
what paſſed yeſterday between Druſus and 
myſelf. It is neceſſary ſhe ſhould know it, 
and yet how do I dread to give her the infor- 
mation, | 


Ra 
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LETTER LXXIX. 


I RESUME the melancholy hiſtory of our 
fate, which ſeems ſuſpended for a moment ; 
but our preſent ſituation is like the gloomy 


calm that intervenes between the burſts of 


thunder in a ſtorm. If my memory does 
not fail me, when I laſt wrote, I mentioned 
' that Druſus was engaged in private con- 


ference with Valerius, and that I had ſum. 
moned all my remaining reſolution to deſtroy, 


at one dreadful interview, the laſt hopes of 
his unhappy daughter. ; 

She ſoon read the fatal intelligence in my 
countenance, and aſſured me ſhe was pre- 
pared for the worſt I had to relate. I re- 
peated every thing that had paſſed ; my heart 
was full; I could not forbear expreſſions of 


my 


- 
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my unbounded tenderneſs, and vain com- 
plaints of the hopes, which my heart had 
fondly cheriſhed, of finding in her the re- 
ward of all my ſufferings. : The lovely maid 
heard and ſhared in my anguiſh ; our tears 
flowed in a mingled ſtream : we were both 
ready to ſacrifice our mutual happineſs for 
the ſafety of Valerius; we confirmed each 
other in our reſolution; but how, and in 
what manner, could we conceal within our 
boſoms the cauſe by which we were com- 
pelled to ſo cruel a ſacrifice ? f 

If Druſus,” ſaid Valeria, ** ſhould per- 
ſuade my father to conſent to this fatal 
alliance, I will, I muſt acquieſce—but 
then—to counterfeit the ſentiments of my 
heart, to deceive Valerius with a feigned 
attachment to the ſon of his murderer. 
Marcus! it is impoſſible - we may periſh 
with him, but we cannot ſave him.” 


At this moment Valerius entered, he took 


his 


. MARCUS FLAMINIUS; on, 


his place near Valeria; neither of us durſt 


enquire what had been the object of the 
viſit of Druſus: he remained ſome time 


Glent, and looked upon us both with ſuch 


inexpreſſible affection, that by an involun- 
tary motion we fell on our knees before him, 
and bathed his hands with our tears. 


My children!” faid he, ** riſe and hear 


what your father requeſts from your filial 
piety: life is ever uncertain to all, and more 


_ eſpecially to the man who loves his country, 
and ſupports her laws, at a time when many 


are intereſted in their deſtruction. Next to 


Rome, you are the objects of my care; let | 


me then be aſſured of your future happineſs, 
and enjoy the confolation of ſeeing you joined 


by indiſſoluble bonds. I have long read the 


hearts of Marcus and Valeria; I ſee they are 
firmly united. When I imagined that fate 
had deprived me of Marcus, I knew. not 
where to find another worthy of Valeria: 

you 


** 


you! were formed for each other, and all 
a father's hopes are excited 1 1. Foun mutual 
affection,” . ; 
We attempted to 1 5 had not power : 
to reply, and our faltering words confirmed 
Valerius in the truth of his ſentiments. 5 
My children,” ſaid he, reſuming his 
diſcourſe, ** you with to conceal from me a 
ſecret of which it is neceſſary I ſhould be 
informed ; your attempts to diſguiſe it any 
longer are in vain : Druſus has been with 
me, and has demanded Valeria in marriage. 
The pertubation of mind, which has. been 
viſible in you both, convinces me that you 
Are acquainted with this propoſal, and that 
vou ſuppoſe my ſafety depends on the ac- 
ceptance of an alliance, which Tiberius 
would not have deſired without intereſted 
views. I will not upbraid you with an 
error which had its ſource in your affection 
to me, but you are to remember that it is 
Vox. II. 8 5 the 
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the honour, and not the ſafety of Valerius 
Which you are now to confult, if your regard 
for me is ſuch as I wiſh, and believe it to be. 
You fhould not, Marcus, ſuffer yourſelf to 
be fo far blinded by anxiety for my perſonal 
ſafety, as not to feel that nothing eould 
Juſtif o Aiſhonourable a contract, not 
though it could have been poſſible to keep 
me for ever ignorant of the motives. I have 
not communicated my thoughts to Druſus ; 
for I would not wiſh to humiliate him 
by any unneceſfary declaration of my ſuſpi- 
cions: I attribute his conduct merely to 
iümprudence, and to that want of delicacy, 
Which often is the refult of too exalted, as 
well as too ignoble a lation. I have refuſed 
to beftow on him my daughter, aſſuring him 
that I always intended her for Marcus: 
he uſed many arguments to ſhake my reſo- 
lution, but T evidently perceived that he was 
aſhamed of the part he has been acting. I 
e ä — deſire 
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deſire that no enmity may ſubſiſt Deen 
him and you : his intentions were leſs _ 
than-they appeared. 
mh Diſquiet not yourſelves, my el x 
ſhall await with .compoſure the deciſions of 
Tiberius, or the deſigns of thoſe who may 
think it their intereſt to remove me from 
Rome. 1 ſhall frequent the ſenate, and 
viſit my friends as uſual, but fhall go un- 
armed. I am not careleſs of life: my 
domeſtic enjoyments are perfectly conforma- 
ble: to my hopes, and the eſteem of my fellow - 
citizens gives me reaſon to ſuppoſe that my 
cal for my country has not been without 
notice; but it is impoſſible to guard againſt 
he arts of treachery, and it is incompatible 
with my duty to avoid them. I muſt not 
ſee you thus alarmed for my ſake : threats 
are often without effect, and the malice of 
our enemies is ſometimes defeated by the 
unforeſeen interpoſition of Providence, when 
human care would be of no avail.“ 
8 Encouraged 
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a by the firmneſs of Valerius, I 
related to him every circumſtance that had 


come to our knowledge, and we ſhewed him 
the letter of Druſus. He liſtened calmly to 


© our narration, and then continued to compoſe 
our minds by various reaſons tending to 
prove that our apprehenſions had not ſuffi- 
cient foundation, or to arm us againſt what⸗ 
ever might happen. 5 


Druſus came the next day, and informed 


me that he was ordered * by Tiberius i imme - 
diately to join the Illyrian army. He ex- 
preſſed great contrition for the uneaſineſs he 
had given us, and aſſured me he had ſaid 
all in his power to convince the emperor 
that he would wrong Valerius to imagine him 


his enemy. Druſus did not aſk to ſee Va- 
leria, but took leave of my uncle with ſuch 
apparent ſorrow and reſpect, as ſeemed to 


indicate his ſuſpicions that the reſolutions of 


* Tacitus, Book 2. 
Tiberius 
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Tiberius were unalterable. Notwithſtanding, 
theſe appearances, and the diſtruſt which 
hangs over me, I am ſometimes diſpoſed to 
yield to the conſtant admonitions of Vale- 
rius. I am aſhamed to teſtify my fears in 
his preſence: his virtue awes me into 
ſilence, and I would willingly believe that 
no wretch can be ſufficiently baſe to lift a 
: facrilegious hand againſt him. 

Valeria has recovered her health, but not 
her former ſerenity; whenever her father is 
detained by public or private concerns beyond 
her expectation, ſhe relapſes into all the 
anxieties that firſt affected her. Why am I 
forbid by duty from deſtroying with one 
blow the cauſe of all our miſeries, or 
periſhing in the attempt |! 

Germanicus, who had long perceived a a 
coolneſs between Livia and Druſus, has 
ſeriouſly admoniſhed his fiſter to reform her 
conduct, and uſe every endeavour to regain the 
S3 confidence 
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confidence of hey huſband. Whether i it be from 
inelination or from fuſpiciow of what has paſſ- 


ed, ſhe has, however, attended to his counſels, 


and deſired permiſſion to follow Drufus into 
| Myri ria. He is this morning departed, and 


Germanicus will ſoon ſet out for his province, 

_ whither Agrippina accompanies him. The em- 
peeror is impatient to be alone: the preſence 
of his ſons alarms his jealous fears: a gloomy 
diſcontent is brooding in his mind, and the 


ſhghteſt circumſtances give him umbrage. 


The puſillanimous wretch who lives in the 


continual dread of danger to himſelf is ca- 
pable of every crime, and his torments in- 
creaſe as he plunges deeper into cruelty. My 


heart fwellswith indignation when I think that 


the brave and honeſt man may fall a victim to | 


the coward and the arttul. Valerius, undaunted 


in the midſt of peril, and ſuperior to all the 


malice or treachery of mankind, infpires. me 
with the ſame heroiſm which animates his 
| breaſt, 
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15 tf 
u 
PP h 
LETTER LXXX. : 
os n 
| CD nt - 6 
| THis morning, my friend, the contract 1 Je 
was ſigned between Valeria and myſelf, 8 
Nothing could equal my felicity, if I were n 
aſſured of the ſafety of our father; for ſuch - 
I love to call him, That part of his time tl 
which is not devoted to public buſineſs, is 1 
wholly conſecrated to us: he paſſes hours in 0 
giving me uſeful leſſons for the future conduct Ml 
of my life, and inculcates every precept 
that can teach me to diſtinguiſh myſelf in 1 
the ſervice of my country. He has taken the -Þ 
neceſſary ſteps for my advancement in the Wo: 
army, and has added another eſtate in the | 
Sabine territories to that which Sigiſmar in- = 


habits at Tibur. He omits nothing that can 
contribute to our ſatisfaction; but do not 


S 
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theſe cares imply that he expects to leave 
us? This dreadful idea embitters all my 


happineſs, 


The day is fixed PE, our marriage; but a 
melancholy foreboding ſeems to tell me that 


one fatal moment may blaſt my approaching 


joys. O! Septimius, I ſhould be too 
greatly bleſt if theſe terrors were not conti- 
nually before me: TI am not eaſy whenever I 
part from Valerius; whether in the ſenate or 


the forum I would ſtill be near him. His 
friends appear to have caught the infection 
of my fears; they are always in crowds 
around him; or, perhaps, I attribute to them 
my ſentiments, when they only ſeek his 
fociety from motives of affection, or _ 
to profit by his counſels. | 
The German legates are dented; * 


having received for anſwer, that as their 


fovereigns never aſſiſted the Romans, when at 


Tacitus, Book 2. 
War 
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war with the common enemy, no ſuccours - 
will be granted them againſt Arminius; but 


it has been promiſed, that Druſus ſhall here- 
after be ſent as a mediator to eſtabliſſi peace 
between them. I have written a few lines 
to communicate this pleaſing intelligence to 
- Sigiſmar, now Titus Valerius; and have at 
the ſame time acquainted him with his 


| N being enrolled in the equeſtrian order. 


F have felt the utmoſt concern at parting 


from Germanicus: he paſſes through IUyria, 


to ſee his brother, and from thence will viſit 
the moſt remarkable cities of Greece in his 
way to Syria. He leaves Rome with un- 
uſual regret ; but is ill qualified by his frank 
and generous diſpoſition to. withſtand the 
malicious artifice of. Rſa. My friend, 


ſaid he, I am neither going to acquire 


glory, nor to oppoſe manly: enemies: you 
have ſeen me undi ſmayed in the moſt perilous 
engagements, but I feel at preſent a repug- 
nance which I attempt in vain to conquer; 


I cannot 
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I earnot approve the origin of theſe troubles 
in the eaſt: they ariſe from the vindictive 
temper of Tiberius, who could not, when 
x ſovereign, forget the negle& he had ex- 
perienced as a private eitizen. Vou have 
heard that Archelaus fell a victim to his 
want of reſpect for the future emperor, when 
retired at Rhodes: his country muſt now be 
puniſhed for this offence, and for the ſe- 
ditions excited by the diſpoſal of the king- 
dom. Theſe unwarlike nations will give 
me no additional glory, and all my actions 
will be miſinterpreted or calumniated by 
Piſo. How far his malice may extend is 
beyond my apprehenſion ; but I would' wiſh 


that the deſires of my enemies might not be 
gratified til} I had formed the tender minds 
of my children to the love of virtue and their 
country ; for I cannot ſupport the thought 
that misfortunes or proſperity ſhould ever 
make them unworthy of their birth, or of 

5 | the 


8 
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the love which their fellow citizens already bf 
teſtify. to them and to their father.” 
Being here interrupted by. the arrival of | 
many. of his friends, he changed the ſubject 
of converſation; and indeed it was the firſt 
time I ever heard him expreſs a diſapproba- 
tion of the meaſures of Tiberius, or com- 
plain of his own ſituation. I know not 
whether I muſt: -attribute eyery gloomy idea 
to my preſent ſtate of mind, but when I 
parted from him, my too feeling beart 
ſeemed to portend that we ſhould never 
meet again. My feet ſcarcely quitted the 
door of his apartment, when I wiſhed to 
return, and bid him once more farewell; 
but I reproached myſelf with ſuperſtitious 
weakneſs, and flowly left the manſion of 
my beloved friend and valiant leader. 
Another circumſtance which increaſes my 
uneaſineſs is, that the treacherous Philocles : 
has remained at Rome, and is frequently 
| 25 ſeen 


x 
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| ſeen at the palace : like an evil genius he 
| haunts the dwellings of the great, foments 


their vices, and becomes the miniſter of 


their injuſtice. Tiberius, it is ſaid, delights 
in his literary talents: the wilds of fiction 
engage his attention, and make him for 
| ſome moments forget that he is the W 


maſter of the world. 
He has lately enfranchiſed one of his 


| ſlaves, named Phædrus, who writes moral 


fables *, in imitation of thoſe of Eſop, with 
great ſimplicity and purity of language. Ti- 
berius therefore knows the value of freedom, 
ſince he makes it the reward of liberal 
ſentiments, and yet he dares to call that man 
his enemy who adheres to the honourable 
principles tranſmitted through a line of 
heroes. 

I have warned the Britiſh princes againſt 


— 


* Theſe fables are ſtill extant. 


forming 


& 
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fuorming any connexion with the dangerous 
Greek; it is the only ſervice I have been 


cee eugpable of rendering them ſince my mind 
has been thrown into this cruel agitation. 
LET- 
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LETTER - LXXIL. 


I HAVE matters of ſo much importance to 


relate, ſuch awful events to communicate to 


you, my friend, that I diſpatch a meſſenger 


on purpoſe to inform you of all that has 
paſſed ſince the date of my laſt letter: this 


o 


attention is juſtly due to FI invariable 


| friendſhip. 


As I was engaged in converſation with 


Valerius on the day following the depar- 
ture of Germanicus, and lamented with him 


the abſence of a hero who ſeems formed 


to juſtify the affection of the Roman people, 
Cornelius Dolabella enquired for me, and, 
with a pale and altered countenance, entreated 
that I would immediately accompany him to 
his Houſe. ** A ſudden illneſs, faid he,” 


c has ſeized Aurelia: death hovers over 


* 


— — 4 — A — bs 


OOO rm TT — ͤ — on re re EDO Yr —_ — — — 
rere — 
1 
— 23 — AN- . 2 
— + 4 2 7 . = a — -n 
up w = NOTES , _ . —— ARC. __— — 9 yes - 4, 
OILS h - — 22 + . 
=> E 2 — DR vo. = - N 
— —— — — bel = — — — = \ 
— — — 3 * — — — we x 2 
% a — 
— — = A ws of 1 ps * - " E 1 
— 7 0 ot - — 6 — — = Ix — 
+ — — — — en 
- — — —_— 
my e — — — — — Sw» 


— 


——— — 
—— — 


—— 2 — — 
— 2 


n — er ; n I 2 ow 
= — —̃ — e . ˙ c ˙ r 
— 2 — 
- — Tg —— — 
— — 2252 — 
— T7 = — 


4 272 7 FADED. n OR, 


5 her, and ſhe bas conjured me not to loſe a 


moment in conducting you to her preſence 


ſome important ſecret agitates er mind, 
and adds terrors to the fatal malady. 

I wanted no further incitement, - but 
- inſtantly followed him with anxiety and 
perturbation. Though my paſſion for Au- 
relia had long ſince been effaced, I felt much 


for her melancholy ſituation, and entered 
with trembling ſteps the apartment to which | 
Dolabella conducted me. It is not poſſible 


to tell how deeply I was affected when 1 
- [beheld the livid paleneſs that disfigured her 
-beauteous face: ſhe, bade me welcome with a 


' troubled voice, and defired both Dolabella 


and myſelf to approach nearer to her couch: 


we obeyed in filence, when, ordering her 


women, and the phyſician Celſus, to with- 


draw, Marcus Flaminius,” ſaid the, 51- 
have ſent for you to ſupplicate your forgive- 


neſs, and I know too well your generoſity 


not to be aſſured that Jo will grant me 
"OP 


* 
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this requeſt, and likewiſe obtain for me the 
forgiveneſs of Dolabella. I have much to 
ſay, and I know not whether I ſhall have 

ſtrength to acquit myſelf of the painful taſk; 
a mortal poiſon flows in my veins—l feel 
its effects, and muſt be brief.” 

Nothing can exceed the horror with which 
we. were ſeized: we conjured her to ſuſ- 

pend her narrative, and take ſuch remedies 
as might yet ſave her; but ſhe interrupted us 
abruptly, and, declaring that the power of 

| art could not avail, proceeded nearly in theſe 
wards, fo far as the troubled ſtate of my mind 
allowed me to collect them. 

*£ am conſcious, continued ſhe, ** of the 
errors into which I have fallen; actuated by 
ſelf-love, I neither ſuffered reflection nor 
ſenſibility to diſturb my peace: early in life 
I had adopted the maxim of being ſuperior 
to my ſex, by ſecuring my heart from the 
impreſſions of love, and my mind from the 
uſual prejudices of women. I was ſenſible 

Vor. II. e of 
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e the reprehenſion and | inconveniences to 
which ſuch a character would expoſe me, 
and therefore concealed it with all the artifice 
of which I was miſtreſs. I doubt not, 
Marcus, you  confidered my love to you 
as real, which, indeed, you had every rea- 
fon to ſuppoſe ; but the preference with 
which I diſtinguiſhed you, was owing to 
your behaviour on your firſt campaign; to 
the approbation of Rome in general, and to 
the advantages you poſſeſſed above your 
equals in rank, or in age. My pride was 
flattered by your paſſion, and I ſaw with 
pleaſure your departure for Germany, in the 
idea, which has ſince been realiſed, that you 
would acquire new glory, and that the ob- 
ject of your choice might one day become 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed woman in her coun- 
try. When the news of the defeat of Varus, 
and of the deſtruction of his army, arrived 
at Rome, I was not inſenſible of the diſap- 
pointment; ; my ambition felt the blow, and 

I looked 
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* 


L looked round with mortification on thoſe 
whom I had rejected as your inferiors. Cor- 
nelius Dolabella was the moſt eminent of 
your rivals; his merits obtained univerſal 
applauſe, and I choſe him with all that 
coolneſs and reflection which parental autho- 
rity might have dictated. My parents were 

too indulgent not to acquieſce i in my choice, 
and had too much confidence in my pru- 
dence, not to ſuffer their inclinations to be 
directed by mine. When you returned, co- 
vered with laurels, I felt a diſquietude not 
to be deſcribed ; 1 ſometimes regretted that 
you had ſurvived the engagement of Teuto- 
burgium, as your ſubſequent honours, which 
ſurpaſſed even my expectation, could no 
longer be communicated: to me; and much 
oftener I lamented that precipitation with 
which I had made a ſecond election. You 
are ſenſible that I eſſayed every art imagin- 
able to regain your affection, though your 
gencrolify. would have concealed it from 

T2  Dolabella: 
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Dolabella: all that has paſt will ſdon be in- 
different to me, and it is but juſt that you 

ſhould both be acquainted with the truth. 

After the humiliating ſcene that paſſed in 

the gardens of the Palatine, # humiliation 

which I felt the more ſeverely from your 
_ delicacy on that occaſion, I Toft all patience; 
my mind was in perpetual agitation ; I fore- 
ſaw that if you difcovered the tettcat of Va- 
lerius, you would undoubtedly be captivated 
by the graces and virtues of Valeria. Her 
filial affection to her father, and the 
exceſſive affliction that ſhe had felt on the 
death of a mother, whom ſhe moſt tenderly 
revered, convinced me that ſhe had a heart 
capable of feeling and anſwering the ſenſibi- 
| lity of youts. I then, for the firſt time, re- 
pented that artificial conduct by which m 
life had been directed, and yet I had recourfe | 
xs to new artifices for the prevention of what 
| 1 feated: I poſſeſſed a great ſhare in the 
| | confidence of Livia, and conſequently muſt 
| have 
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hve ſome intercourſe with Sejanus. It is 
true, I always entertained for him the con- 
tempt he merits, but his influence with. Ti- 
berius made it neceſſary that I ſhould avoid 
openly offending him: on this occaſion 1I 
communicated to the favourite my thoughts, 


that nothing could induce you to relinquiſh 


the ſearch you were about to undertake, till 
you had ſucceeded in the diſcovery of Vale- 
rius. He naturally feared the return of 
your uncle, and knew no means of prevents 


ing it without raiſing ſuſpicion. As the 


admiration of Druſus for Valeria, had long 
been no ſecret to Sejanus and myſelf, we 


agreed that I ſhould perſuade him to re- | 


.commend to you, by the intervention of 
Germanicus, the Sicilian ſlave, by .whoſe 
means he might be informed of all your 
proceedings. Druſus, whoſe impetuous and 
imprudent character is ever open even to the 
deſigns of his enemies, is {till more eaſily 


influenced by any Woman who has the ad- 
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vantages of perſon and underſtanding. He 


liſtened attentively to my inſinuations; and 


though he was at firſt diſguſted with the 


propoſal of placing a ſlave near you to 
| betray your meaſures, he at length was moved 
by the apprehenſions, which I induſtriouſſy 
encouraged, that Sejanus, for whom he has 
the utmoſt deteſtation, might prevent the 


return of Valerius, if he did not antici- 


pate your application, and ſecure the conſent 


of Tiberius to the reſtoration of lyour uncle, 
before Sejanus could be informed that you 


had diſcovered the place of his exile. This 


conſideration, and a wiſh that Valeria might | 


be indebted to him for the return of her 


father, conquered every ſcruple; and he 
determined to make uſe of the ſlave in cafe 
you declined to confide in his friendſhip, 


and to give him the early intelligence he 
required.“ 8 
The wretched Aurelia was here conſtrained 


to 12 by tortures, the effects of which I 
ſhuddered | 


- "THE LIFE OF THE ROMANS, 279 


Herſelf, and proceeded : 

The miſguided Druſus had not che 
lighteſt ſuſpicion that I acted in concert 
with Sejanus; on the contrary, he believed 
that I wiſhed to counteract his ſchemes, and 
obyiate their malignity *. Sejanus from 
motives of ambition, has long paid his court 
to Livia, and ſhe has had the weakneſs to 
ſhew a partiality for him which embol- 
dens him to every attempt: I propoſed, and 
he readily adopted the plan of perſuading the 
emperor to lay before his ſon, when he came 
to ſolicit the return of Valerius, the alterna- 
tive of an union with Valeria, or the de- 
ſtruction of her father. Sejanus hoped by 
the divorce of Livia to obtain her for himſelf, 
and thus form a ſolid baſis for his exaltation, 
by an alliance with the family of his ſove- 
reign. He made a merit with the emperor 


* Tacitus, Book 4. 
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of having inveſtigated the defigns of Drufus, 
and found means to increaſe his fears of 
Valerius by repreſentations of the vindictive 
ſteps he might purſue, if not prevented by 
being ſecured firmly to the intereſt of the 
court, Tiberius was the more willing to 
put ſuch advice in execution, as he concluded 
it muſt certainly ſow diſcord between Druſus 
and Germanicus, whoſe unſhaken friendſhip 


is to him a ſource of conftant uneaſineſs. 


Thus did the ruling paſſions of all the perſons, 
concerned in this tranſaction, induce them to 


co-operate, though 'from different motives, 


in a plot which the blindneſs of diſappointed 
ambition did not allow me to conſider with 
the deſtation it deſerved: I imagined, and 
believe Sejanus was of the ſame opinion, 
that Valeria would be immediately intimi- 


dated and accept without heſitation the 


propoſal of Druſus. ; Sejanus, unprepared 
for the diſcoyeries of your Cheruſcan, was 
aſtoniſhed at the generous demeanour of 
| Valerius, 
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Valerius, when he gave the narrative of his 
abſence to the ſenate; and the emperor 
was ſo much ſtruck with his candour and 
magnanimity, that he began to loſe his ap- 
prehenſions, and even to upbraid the favourite 
with having falſely accuſed him. This 
alarmed Sejanus and made him endeavour to 
adduce pretended proofs of the deſigns of 
your uncle. The Grecian Philocles was intro- 
duced to me as a man of genius and literature, 
by ſome perſons of his nation“ who had a 
ſhare in my education, and to whom ] conti- 
nued my protection. Philocles had formed, 
in my ſociety, an intimacy with Sejanus ; 
who ſelected him as a man proper to invent 
and combine ſuch circumſtances as might 
appear credible to Tiberius. The Greek 
began by inſinuations, and ſucceeded fo far 
in gaining the emperor's confidence, that at 
length he prevailed on him to believe all that 


his 
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his favourite had reported : I joined in this 
unworthy confederacy, till I learned from 


Druſus that every hope of his marriage with 


Valeria was at an end:. I then felt all the 


infamy of my conduct, and the remorſe of 
Druſus made a deep impreſſion upon me: 


I trembled at the reflection on my guilt, and 
warmly remonſtrated with Sejanus and Phi- 
locles on the neceſſity of undeceiving the 
emperor. They were inſenſible to entreaties, 
declaring that they were too far advanced to 
recede; and Sejanus pretended to be almoſt 
aſſured that a conſpiracy did exiſt, and would 


be headed by Valerius for the deſtruction of 


the emperor and his adherents, if not timely 


prevented. Philocles, when left with me 
alone, appeared more inclined to retract his 


former accuſations, but I am now fatally 
convinced of the whole extent of his perfidy. 


He ſupped with me laſt night; and the pains 
which will ſoon put an end to my exiſtence, | 


are juſtly inflicted on me by the agency of a 


 wretch 
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wretch whom I have had the meanneſs to 


employ for the moſt treacherous purpoſes 3 


he has hoped by my death to prevent the 


diſcovery of his guilt, but I have diſcloſed 
to you the criminal ſecret, and ſhall ex- 
pire with leſs regret—if you can ſucceed 
in undeceiving Tiberius, you may ſtill ſave 
your uncle—all acceſs to him from me has 
been tried in vain.” | 


While Aurelia was ſpeaking, a ſervant 


arrived from Valerius, and deſired me to 


attend him immediately: I obeyed, leaving 


the miſerable Aurelia with aſſurances of my 


forgiveneſs, and her huſband petrified with - 


aſtoniſhment and horror. 
I found Valerius alone; the evening was 


far advanced; he had been writing and held 


in his hand a ſealed packet. 

« My ſon,” ſaid he, I have bei 
intelligence of a deteſtable conſpiracy, which, 
if not inſtantly prevented, will involve this 
city in flames and carnage before the ap- 
0 pearance 
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| pearance of to-morrow's ſun. I have ſent 
| for you to carry this Tetter to ithe emperor ; 
it contains every neceſſary information, and 
the proofs of my fidelity. I have no doubt 
either of your reſolution or firmneſs, to your 
duty; but, in times like theſe, we muſt bind 
ourſelves by the moſt ſolemn ties to preſerve 
untainted the facred ſpirit which ſhould ani- 
mate the breaſt of every Roman: ſwear that 


* 
. 
_ A 


-- bh” tc. 


no conſideration ſhall engage you to raife a 
- Gacrilegious hand againſt your prince, or to 
diſturb the tranquillity of your country.“ 
Valerius ſpoke theſe words with a dignity 
that ſeemed more than mortal : I ſwore, obe- 
dient to his dictates; and he then embraced 
me with inexpreſſible tenderneſs: I related to 
him as briefly as poſſible the awful ſcene of 
which I had been a witneſs, and the diſcovery 
made by the dying Aurelia. He haſtened 
my departure: * Go, my ſon,” ſaid that ex- 
cellent man, preſent this letter: Tiberius 
will have no further doubt of my truth: fare- 
well! 
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well! may your virtue be your guard, and 
every bleſſing attend you !” 


Again he held me to his breaſt, WE then 
reſumed his place with his ufual compoſure. 


I went immediately to the palace, and 


demanded admittance, which was at firſt 
| refuſed me, but afterwards granted, when I 
inſiſted on the immediate delivery of the 


letter with which I was entruſted. I found 


Tiberius and Sejanus in the moſt remote 
apartment of the palace, 'Fhe emperor had 
ſcarcely opened the packet, and looked over 
the firſt lines, when he turned pale and 
trembled ; he read through the contents with 
every token of confuſion, and, taking Sejanus 
by the arm, led him into the adjoining room. 


They ſoon returned: their countenances were 


disfigured with guilt : their looks ſeemed di- 
rected on each other as by ſtealth ; but they 
ſtudiouſly avoided meeting my eyes by fixing 
theirs on the ground. I heard orders given 
for doubling the prætorian guards on duty ; 

Sejanus 
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Sejanus left the room, and returned ſeveral 
times, but not a word was addreſſed to me. 
It was now the fourth hour of the night, and 
when the emperor heard it announced by the 
ſoldiers in the court, he ſtarted from his ſeat 
as if ſtung by the furies. In vain I inquired 
whether my aſſiſtance would avail, and offered 
to expoſe my life in his defence; I repeated 
to him the oath which Valerius had enjoined 
me to take, and aſſured him no power on 
earth could eompel me to violate it. He till 
was ſilent at length the commander of the 
guard appeared, and whiſpered a few words 
to Sejanus, which the latter communicated 
to the emperor in the ſame manner. Tibe- 
rius yet held in his hand the letter of my 
uncle: he then preſented it to me with theſe 
words: Marcus, forgive me; I have been 
deceived ;” and, immediately retiring with 
the miniſter, he cloſed the door upon me. 
1 am to this moment ſurpriſed how I ſur- 
vived the peruſal of the letters ; the firſt was 
uritten 
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written in a hand unknown to me, and ad- 
. drefled to Valerius; it was conceived 1 in the 
Ig terms : 8 


„Ir you wiſh to deliver your country 
from oppreſſive tyranny, and to vindicate the 
ancient rights and liberties of Rome, the 


glorious o:caſion is now offered. This 
night Tiberius and Sejanus, with all their 
adherents, bleed in expiation of the crimes 


they have committed ; the plot is laid with 
impenetrable ſecrecy ; before to-morrow's 
dawn the palace will be in flames, and the- 
traces of deſpotiſm effaced. If you refuſe to 


Join us, your death, which has been already 
decreed by the tyrant, is inevitable ; and the 
writer of this is charged with the execution 
of his ſentence. At the fourth hour of the 
night he will appear, and receive your final 
anſwer ; we doubt not that you will prefer 


life and liberty to death and diſhonour: your 
memory will be for ever blaſted if you reject 
dur 


. 
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our proffered. ſuppart, and all attempts that 
you may make to prove your innocence will 
be fruitleſs. In regard to our own ſafety we 
muſt obey the emperor, and put an end to 
' yourexiſtence, if you refuſe to ſhake off your 


' lethargic ſubmiſſion, and to revenge thoſe 
injuries that you have already endured, as 


well as to prevent. thoſe that threaten you in 
future,” . 

The letter of Valerius to the emperor was 
As follows : | 


Titus VALERTUSs Por LlicoLA to TiBERTUSs 
Cru prus NERO CESAR. 


IF the letter which I tranſmit to you is 
what it appears to be, you will not be aſſured 
of my fidelity till I have ſealed it by my 
death. The principles to which I have in- 
| variably adhered, and i in which every honeſt 
citizen of Rome muſt for ever agree, enjoin 


me to reſpect in you the guardian of our 
laws, and the chief of our republic. 1 there 


fore 


Lo 
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fore counſel you to purſue the neceſſary ſteps 
for preventing your own deſtruction, and the 
horrors of a civil war. If, through error, 
you have been induced to take my life, I 
forgive you, and exhort you to be henceforth 
more wary with reſpe& to the choice of 
| thoſe in whom you place your confidence. 
If private reſentment has been your inſtigator, 
I would have you conſider, that repeated acts 
of injuſtice will weary the ſufferance of 
Rome, and expoſe you, unarmed by conſcious 
Innocence, tothe reſentment of your numerous 


enemies. „ = 
I ſend: Marcus Quintius Flaminius to 
deliver. into your hands this laſt and only 
proof I can give of my unwearied zeal for 
the welfare of my country ; he is the heir of 
my principles, and will unchangeably and in- 
trepidly defend thoſe characters who are held 
ſacred in Rome: I would not put his virtue to 
ſo ſevere a trial as to make him the ſpectator 
of his parent's death, but you may com- 
Vor. II. U penſate 
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penſate his loſs, if you do juſtice to my me- 
ory. Farewell 12 


The defpair that feized me after I had 
read theſe letters was greater than imagination 


can conceive; I had obſerved the guilty 


horror with which the emperor heard an- 
nounced the fourth hour of night; I had re- 
marked the confuſion into which he Was 
thrown by the appearance of the commander 
of the guard, who, I now ſuppoſed, had 
brought him the intelligence that his mandate 
was obeyed. I flew towards the door, and 
with fury would have forced it open, if, at 
that inſtant, Tiberius had not entered, and 
aſſured me that Valerius lived, and that his 


intended aſſaſſin had received the puniſhment I] 


he merited. My ſenſes were confufed ; I 
knew not what to believe; contending 
paſſions had uſurped the empire of my reaſon, 
and I was almoſt in a ſtate of frenzy, when I 

perceived 
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petceived at the furtheſt entrance of the 
gallery, a perſon ſurrounded by guards, whom 
I immediately knew to be Sigiſmar. The 
_ emperor deſired him to advance, and relate 
what had paſſed : he obeyed without reluct- 
ance or heſitation. LP 
«« Czfar !“ ſaid he, * I have deſtroyed the 
murderer of my father: I have killed him in 
defence of a man to whom I owe the greateſt 
obligations. If I am to be puniſhed for this 
deed, I cannot ſuffer in a nobler cauſe, though 
I do not boaſt of a premeditated a& of 
juſtice: Sejanus and others whom I obſerve in 
this aſſembly, were preſent this day at a 
facrifice in the temple * of Hercules at Tibur ; 
I was there ſeen by them, and they afterwards 
paſſed me as they returned Jate this evening 
to the city. I received towards fun-ſet a 
letter from Arminius, brought me by a meſ- 
ſenger whom I had diſpatched to him for 


* Some remains of it are to be ſeen at Tivoli, near 
that of the Sibyl. 
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orders in what manner I was to conduct my- 
ſelf with reſpect to the embaſſy of Ingomar, 
The contents of this letter were agreeable to 
my wiſhes, and, being impatient to commu- 
nicate them to Marcus Flaminius, I ſet out 
with this intention for Rome, and arrived at 
his manſion when the evening was far ad- 
vanced : I believe it to have been near the 
fourth hour : I was informed that perhaps he 
might be at the houſe of Titus Valerius, to 
which place I directed my ſteps ; but on en- 
quiring for my friend, I learned that he was 
abſent, and that Valerius had given expreſs 
orders none ſhould be admitted, except a 
perſon charged with a meſſage from the 
emperor. I repeated my enquiries after 
Flaminius: and, during this time, I ſaw the 
Grecian Philocles enter the portico with a 
guard of foldiers : he paſſed ſo near me that 
I inſtantly recollected his features, and felt 
that indignation which every man muſt 
feel who beholds the aſſaſſin of his father: 
he 
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* left the ſoldiers in the veſtibule, and pro- 
ceeded alone towards the inner apartments 
guided by a ſervant of Valerius. I follow- 
endeavours of 


ed him, notwithſtanding t 
the ſlaves to prevent me; 
him capable of every treac ery, appearances 
alarmed me for the uncle of my friend. I 
ſaw him enter the room where Valerius was 
ſeated near a ſtatue of Rome ; his arm reſted 
on the pedeſtal : Tam come, ſaid Philocles, 


to hear your final deciſion ; every thing is 


prepared, and your preſence alone 1s wanting 
to give the ſignal.“ Valerius anſwered 
coolly : : * My deciſion is, I hope, already 
known to the emperor ; you have only to 
execute his commands.“ Philocles ſtarted ; 
but ſoon recovering himſelf, preſented to the 
ſenator a bowl, which I had not before ob- 
ſerved. Valerius took it, and would have 
raiſed it to his lips, when I ruſhed in with 
precipitation, and daſhed it to the ground : 


at the ſame inſtant Philocles drew a poignard, 
3 and 


nd, as I knew 
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and called aloud for the affiſtance of the 
guard; but I wreſted the weapon from his 
hand, and plunged it into his boſom : he fell, 
and I ſurrendered myſelf priſoner to the 
ſoldiers. Valerius addreſſed them in a few 
words, bidding them follow the inſtructions 
they had received; he ſaid that the part 
which I had taken was wholly without his 
knowledge, and contrary to his wiſh, ſo far 
as regarded himſelf ; but that having formerly 
loſt a father through the treachery of Phi. 
locles, the action which 1 had committed 
was pardonable to the ſudden effect of filial 
reſentment. | 
„The centurion, who commanded the 
party, was ſurpriſed and embarraſſed : he 
ordered his ſoldiers to remove the Greek, 
who ſhewed ſtill ſome remains of life ; and 
then turning to Valerius, told him that his 
name was Herennius, and that the orphan 
children of his brother, who had been killed 
in Germany, were protected and ſuſtained 


by 
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by Marcus Flaminius. I was in ſome mea+ 
| ſure ignorant, continued he, * of the purpoſe 
on which Philocles was ſent. I have to re- 
proach myſelf with many faults; I have 
ſquandered in vice and diſſipation the patri- 
mony which I ſhould have ſhared with my 
nephews, yet am now ſufficiently humiliated 
by having been choſen for this night's enter- 
priſe : but heaven forbid that I ſhould lift my 
{word againſt the uncle of the benefactor of 
my family!” 
„Valerius replied with aſtoniſhing ſere- 
nity: * Young man, if you are not diſpoſed 
to execute the commiſſion with which the 
Greek was entruſted, return to the emperor, 
and aſſure him that I have made no reſiſtance; 
and that, whenever he requires it, my life is 


at his diſpoſal.” 


The emperor here interrupted Sigiſmar, by 


ſay ing that Herennius had delivered to him 
the meſſage from Valerius, and that he ap- 
proved the conduct of the centurion. As 
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to you, Sigiſmar,” continued he, if there 
has been any thing reprehenſible in your con- 
duct, it deſerves to be freely pardoned in 
conſideration of the happy | confequences 
which have reſulted from it. Valerius would 
wrong me to. imagine that I do not ſincerely 
rejoice in the diſcovery of his innocence. 
As ſoon as I received his letter, I fent to 
prevent the departure of Philocles, but the 
commander of my guards informed me that 
the orders came too late.“ 
By this time, Septimius, I recollected 
myſelf, and returned thanks to heaven and 
to Sigiſmar for the preſervation of my uncle: 
I'anſwered Tiberius, that I hoped in future 
he would do juſtice to the virtues of a man 
who was ſuperior to calumny and revenge, 
and whoſe generoſity in pardoning his ene- 
mies was equal to the juſtice and rectitude 
by which his actions were invariably regu- 
lated. I then enquired whether my aſſiſt- 
ance might not be nn. againſt the 
inſur- 
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taste cio which threatened the life of the 


emperor: his apprehenſions were great, and 


he had already commanded that the præto- 
rian troops ſhould be placed to bar every 
avenue to the palace. A freedman of con- 
fidence was ſent to examine the dying Phi- 
locles, and at his return he reported, that 
the Greek confeſſed his treaſonable corre- 


ſpondence with the Athenian ſlaves in our 


army; and that, by their means he had 
formed a connexion with the remaining par- 
tiſans of Clemens, the ſlave who ſucceſsfully 
perſonated the unfortunate Poſthumus A- 
grippa, till he was ſurpriſed and put to death 
by Tiberius; that finding the party was ſtill 
numerous at Rome, he renewed by letter an 
intimacy with many of his nation, who are 
well received in this city on account of 
their talents. He employed theſe in reviving 
the hopes of the malecontents ; and joined 
the embaſſy of Maroboduus, as a plauſible 
pretence for appearing in the capital without 

raiſing 
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raifing ſuſpicion of his deſigns ; that having 
introduced himſelf into the familiarity of Se- 
janus, and into the favour of the emperor 
by falſe repreſentations of Valerius, he had 
undertaken to put him to death, the better 
to conceal the conſpiracy in which he was 
himſelf engaged. He named mary of the 
perſons who were accomplices in this odious 
attempt, and particularly ſome of the ſe- 
nators, who had lately been expelled the 
| houſe. He however acknowledged that they 
would not have joined with him, but that 
they were made to. believe Valerius ap- 
proved of their defigns. It appeared that 
Philocles had induſtriouſſy fpread theſe 
reports of my uncle, not only at court, but 
amongſt the conſpirators, to ſtrengthen by ſo 
_ reſpectable a name the cauſe of theſe male- 
contents, who conſiſted chiefly of men of 
deſperate fortunes and foreigners. Their 
meaſures however ſeem to have been taken 
with ſufficient precaution : Philocles, during 
the 
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the night, was o have opened to them a pri- 
vate door df the palace: ſeveral of the guards 
were corrupted, and the emperor, his friends, 
and family, would undoubtedly have been 
maſſacred. Many of the chief patricians of 
Rome were marked out for deſtruction, and 
their effects would have been given up to 
plunder and rapine. 

Tiberius aſked what advantage the conſpi- 
rators could promiſe themſelves from the 
general ruin, or what ſyſtem they meant to 
eſtabliſh on ſo deſperate an undertaking. 

e The ſame,” anſwered I, no doubt, 
which all conſpirators have in view ; that 
of raiſing their private fortunes on the public 
confuſion ; a change is all they deſire, with- 
out any regard to the evils which may reſult 
from it. The true lovers of their country 
have ever acted in a contrary manner : the 
Decemvirs were expelled ; the conſular go- 
vernment was introduced by the influence of 
accidental events, which awakened the in- 

= dignation 


300 MARCUS Fr. uixrus; OR, 


dignation of a long ſuffering people, and 
warned them to break the fetters of deſ- 
potiſm ; but no plots had been previouſly 


laid, no cruelty or violence attended - the 


vindication of their liberty.” 

The emperor was ſilent, and his freedman 
proceeded to inform him that Philocles ac- 
knowledged he had been unwilling to com- 
raunicate the plot to my uncle, for he knew 
the firmneſs of his character and feared leſt he 
ſhould diſcloſe it to the emperor ; but he had 
conſtantly made uſe of his name, and the 
other conſpirators infiſted on being certain of 
his concurrence, when the time of putting 
their project into execution ſo nearly ap- 
proached. He flattered himſelf that he had 
obviated all danger by not diſcloſing it to 
Valerius till he ſuppoſed there could be no 
time for his informing Tiberius: he had 


placed ſome of the guards, who were his con- 


federates, to prevent any meſſage from reach- 
ing the emperor, but did not dare to truſt 
them 
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them with the ſecret of his fatal commiſſion, 
Either from the conjectures of their fellow 
ſoldiers, who were ſent with Herennius, or 
by ſome other means, they ſuſpected the 
intended aſſaſſination of Valerius; and not 
knowing that Philocles was the perſon em- 
ployed, they imagined the conſpiracy was 
diſcovered and conſulted their own ſafety by 
flight. In his letter to my uncle, Philocles 
had varied from his uſual hand-writing, and 
at all events he imagined that by deſtroying 
him he ſhould enſure the ſecret till conceal- 
ment was no longer neceſſary. The unex- 
pected death of Philocles, for he ex- 
pired ſoon after he had avowed his crimes, 
ſpread a general conſternation over all his 
adherents: thoſe who received timely intel- 
ligence of this event and of the innocence of 
Valerius, fled with precipitation : amongſt 
theſe are the degraded ſenators; the reſt have 
been apprehended, and will be either exe- 
cuted or exiled, as they appear to be more 

or 
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or leſs guilty. The Grecian profeſſors of 
ſcience are commanded to leave the city, 
and many good and reſpectable men, who 
are an honour to learning, have been con- 
founded in this general proſcription. 9. 
It is impoſſible to give you an adequate 
idea of the humiliation apparent in the coun- 
tenances of the emperor and Sejanus. The 
miniſter endeavoured to form ſome apology 
for himſelf, and it is evident that he was 
latterly deceived by Philocles, who artfully 
lalled his fears, after he perceived that he had 
ſome knowledge of the conſpiracy, and who 
perſuaded him that all would be quieted by 
the death of the powerful Valerius. This is 
but a poor extenuation of his baſeneſs ; and 
the protection which the emperor continues 
to grant him is a melancholy proof that he 
has intruſted him with ſecrets, the diſcloſure 
of which might be attended with reproach 
or danger to himſelf. 
As ſoon as all in the palace was reſtored 
8 = _ 
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to peace and tranquillity, I returned with 
Sigiſmar to the houſe of Valerius. Our 

meeting was beyond meaſure affecting; it 
ſeemed to be the firſt time, ſince my abſence 
in Germany, that I could feel without alloy, 
the ſatisfaction of being reſtored to him. 
The conſtant agitation in which I had been 
on his account, gave place to the moſt 
pleaſing emotions, and 1 had the inexpreſſi- 
ble gratification of perceiving that he was 
ſenſible of the happineſs of being preſerved 
to his family. I impatiently enquired for 
my Valeria, and eagerly longed to exchange 
our former complaints for mutual congra- 
tulations. My diſquietude for her, while 
her father was expoſed to ſuch imminent 
danger, unſpeakably inereaſed my anxieties. 
Valerius informed me that, when he re- 
ceived the letter, he was neither ſurpriſed 
at the conſpiracy, nor at the order for his 
death ; and as he long expected the latter, 
he had ſpent the greateſt part of his time in 


arranging 
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arranging every thing that might contribute 


to. the future good of his family and 


friends. - 5 
««. was of opinion,” ſaid he, from the 


| firſt moment in which I had the conſolation 
of ſeeing you in Ericuſa, that my exiſtence 


would be precarious, as ſoon as the court 


was appriſed of the diſcovery you had 


made. However you conſulted your duty and 


your affection in the ſearch, and I would 
_ gladly have paid, with my life, the ſatisfac- 


tion of ſeeing you reſtored to me ; and the 
only chance that was left for your ſaving me 
with honour, was the determined manner in 
which you addreſſed Tiberius, at your re- 
turn from the iſland. Had not the plot been 
laid, of which Druſus was in great meaſure 
the innocent cauſe, it is probable either that 
ſhame, and the fear of detection, would have 
induced the emperor to conſent, uncondi- 


tionally to your demands; or, what I ſhud- 


der to think, that you, my dear Marcus, 
would 


* 
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would have been the victim of your noble 


ſincerity and generous reſentment. I ſhould 


then have loſt the conſolation which made 


me look on death with indifference; Valeria 
would have wanted the friend and protector, 


whoſe reſtoration had calmed every uneaſineſs 
that I once felt for her future ſituation. I 


returned thanks to Providence for having 
preſerved me from this misfortune, by a 
combination of cireumſtances: your recipro- 
cal affection, and your late contract, freed 
my mind from diſquiet, and I would not 
wait for my laſt moments to communicate to 
you both the advice and inſtructions which 
I thought conducive to your future honour 
and proſperity. The traiterous confederacy, 
which J learned from the letter of Philocles, 
delivered while you were at the houſe of 
Dolabella, convinced me that I had not been 
deceived in my conjectures relative to the 
ſentiments of Tiberius and his miniſter. I 
have always believed that men are not gra- 

Vor. II. J 5 O(n 


* 4h — 
2 — — > . 
4 1 — mays 3 2 A - 
. oor 4 ww WE . 
* 4 — — - _ 
* 22 wy — 3 2 — 


. __— 
pa x aw ans. a r __ 
— tA 2 — 
o 
— * = . — * 


306 MARCUS FLAMINIUS OR, 
tuitouſſy wieked, however unjuſt they may 
be in their ſuſpicions. The phantoms of 
the imagination are often worked up into 
apparent certainties, by the inſinuations of 
thoſe whoſe intereſt it is to cheriſh. them: 
ſuch. has been the ſtate of Tiberius, and ſuch 
is the perpetual deluſion to which princes are 
expoſed. T was aſſured that he would repent 
of my aſſaſſination, when he received, through 
my means, the information that ſaved his 
life: I was even perſuaded that he would 
prevent the blow, if 1 had ſought my ſafety 
by an earlier vindication of my innocence ; 
but this would have been unworthy of me, 
and I did not ſend for you till the time ap- 
proached, in which I expected to ſeal, by 
my death, the fidelity and candour of my 
principles. You never could have wiſhed 
me to barter for my life, by the diſcovery of 
a conſpiracy, which it as my duty to re- 
veal; I felt ſome pain in refuſing, myſelf 
the ſatisfaction of a laſt farewell to you and 
to 
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to Valeria. Before I conſigned to you the 
packet, I had led my daughter to her apart- 
ment, and directed her to remain there, as 
I had buſineſs of importance to tranſact. 
Syrius, on whom I had conferred the gift 
of liberty in my laſt will, was the only per- 
ſon intruſted with a knowledge of the event 
I expected. My commands enjoined this 
faithful and afflicted ſervant to filence ; and 
I gave him every neceſſary direction relative 
to myſelf, and the laſt aſſurances of my 
affection for you and Valeria. The unex- 
pected tumult, occaſioned by the ſudden ap- 
pearance of Sigiſmar, and the fate of Philo- 
cles, alarmed Valeria, who was with diffi- 
culty reſtrained, by her women, from being 
witneſs of a ſcene ill ſuited to her ſenſi- 
bility. With ſome difficulty I afterwards 
calmed the agitation into which ſhe was 
thrown, by a relation of what had paſſed ; 
but her fears were not wholly diſſipated, till 
a meſſage from the emperor aſſured her of 
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my ſafety, and of yours, I then obliged 


her to retire to reſt, and wiſhed to defer 


your meeting till her ſpirits ſhould be more 
compoſed.” = 
It was now morning, and our converſa- 


tion was interrupted by the appearance of 


Sejanus ; the natural inſolence of his looks 
was changed into contrition and ſervility ; 
he thanked Valerius, in the moſt | abject 


manner, for the preſervation of his life, and 


ſolicited forgivenefs for a conduct, which he 
ſought to juſtify, by pretending a miſtaken. 
zeal for the ſafety of the emperor. 
« Sejanus,” anſwered my uncle, the 
preſervation of your life is a very inconſi- 
derable obligation ; but I ſhall have done 
you an important ſervice, if the late event 
has engraved on your memory, that the 
honour and intereſt of every individual are 
connected with the general good of the re- 
public. As a citizen of Rome, your ex- 
emption from danger affords me unfeigned 
ſatisfaction, 
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ſatisfaction, and I ſincerely with that your 
life may be hereafter uſeful to your country, 
and grateful to your prince.” ot 

You will readily imagine; Septimius, that 
the viſit of Sejanits IN of long dura- 
tion; when he departed, I could not forbear 
_ expreſſing to Valerius my indignation, that 
ſo baſe a wretch ſhould continue in the favour 
of Tiberius, and my apprehenſions of his 
future malice and indignation towards his 
preſerver. 

„% You have no cauſe,” replied Valerius, 
„to apprehend any further danger for me 
from the malignity of Sejanus : would I 
were equally ſure that Germanicus, and even 
Druſus, could be ſheltered from his per- 
fidy | It was cowardice, and not reſentment, 
that armed him againſt me. He has not 
ſufficient delicacy to be offended by my 
contempt ; but he feared and ſought to 
obviate my reſentment : he is at length 
convinced that I bear him no perſonal ani- 
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5 moſity, and it is poſſible that this may be 


a leſſon to him, for the future, in regard to 
others. „ 

Sigiſmar now communicated | to us the 
letter of Arminius. This chief not only 
permits, but exhorts him to remain in Italy ; 


inveighs againſt the defection of Ingomar, 


and the enmity of Maroboduus, and utterly 
diſclaims any further deſigns of committing 
hoſtilities on the territories of our allies, or 
ſuccouring the nations who may rebel againſt 
us, He deſires that Sigiſmar will make 
known his intentions, and . endeavour to 
prevent the ſucceſs of the embaſſy of Maro- 
boduus. HE 85 
My friend, whoſe candour and attach- 
ment to his duty render him more capable 
of aſſiſting his leader in the field, than of 
ſupporting his intereſt in political negoti- 
ations, was infinitely pleaſed that an anſwer, 
favourable to the deſires of Arminius, had 
been already given, and was not leſs gratified 
at 
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at the removal of every obftacle to his ſettle- 
ment in this country. The internal diſſen- 
tions of Germany are foreign to his character, 
and he would neither ſecond the deſigns of 
his general, if aimed at abſolute ſovereignty, 
nor draw his ſword againſt the man whom 
he has ever loved and reſpected. 
Thus far, my dear Septimius, I have in- 
formed you of the changes that have occured. 
The importance of the events, the danger 


to which Valerius has been expoſed, va- 

rious circumſtances have kept my mind, 
during many hours, in a ſtate of conſtant 

perturbation; and I muſt be more compoſed 

before I can feel the full extent of my pre- 

ſent happineſs, and my future hopes. I will 

not any longer delay the ſympathetic joy 
you will experience. Farewell, my excellent 
friend 8 
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LETTER IXXXIX. 


THE wretch who has been caſt on. a deſert 


iſland, and ſees no appearance of ſuſtenance 


nor means of departure, feels not ſuch 


ecſtacy at the arrival of a veſſel from his 
native ſhores, as J experience, my dear Sep- 


timius, in loſing every further apprehenſion 


for the ſafety of Valerius, while I can yield 
to the tranſporting thought of being ſoon 
united to the beloved object whoſe virtues 
make every day a deeper impreſſion on my 
heart : the time, indeed, approaches ſlowly ;_ 
but no melancholy reflections now diſturb 
the anticipation of my happineſs. | 

After T had finiſhed my laſt letter to you, 


I returned to Valerius, and obtained per- 


miſſion to ſee his daughter; but what words 


5. Can 
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can ſuffice to give you an idea of our meet- 
FVV N 
My children,“ ſaid our beloved pro- 

tector, ©* you cannot feel more ſincerely than 
myſelf the fatisfaction of my being preſerved 
for you. I am fully ſenſible of the bleſſings 
I enjoy, and though life has been ever con- 
ſidered by me as a trifle not worth our care 
when compared with . honour, I yet deſpiſe 
the man who is indifferent to the many en- 
joyments and advantages of which every 

thinking being is capable, or who is meanly 
diepreſſed by the difficulties and misfortunes 
incident to our exiſtence, Neither the Stoic 
nor the Epicurean ſeems to have diſcovered 
the true path to happineſs ; it is not an 
imaginary road; it is plain and ſimple; and 
to follow it requires no other exertion than 
to adhere firmly to our duty. The man 
who denies himſelf every innocent gratifica- 
tion, wants that juſt confidence in his own 
virtue, and diſtruſts in himſelf that power 

which 


4 
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which ſhould raja him incapable of treſ- 
paſſing on the limits of good and evil. He 


who conſiders even the moſt innocent plea- 
ſures as the only objects worthy of purſuit ; 


who eſteems it of no avail to diſturb his- 


mind with ſerious reflection, or his heart with 


the diſtreſſes of others, expoſes himſelf to a 


thouſand paſſions, more deſtructive of tran- 
quillity than thoſe which he is ſo careful to 
exclude. The ſlighteſt circumſtance that 


interrupts his repoſe becomes to him a real 


evil, and his. leaſt miſerable moments are 
thoſe of unintereſting apathy. 

As we attentively liſtened to Valerius, 
intelligence was brought us of the death of 
Aurelia: ſhe had languiſhed out the night 
with incredible torture, and expired a few 


hours after the death of Philocles. It has 


been diſcovered that he mixed poiſon in the 
diſhes, which he preſented to her at the fatal 


ſupper preceding the day allotted for the 


execution of his plot: he feared detection 


from 


FM 


F \ 


\ 
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from her knowledge of his connexion with 
Sejanus, and wiſhed to impoſe eternal ſilence 
on a tranſaction, which muſt have rendered 
him odious to the other conſpirators. | 
This information renewed the horror I had 
felt at the fi ight of her ſufferings. May her 
errors be for ever buried in oblivion ! Un- 
happy Aurelia 
The amiable Valeria was ſenſibly affected 
with her hiſtory, and with the fatal cataſtrophe 
by which it was terminated. ** I fear,” ſaid 
ſhe, ©* that the unfortunate Aurelia has been 
all her life unconſcious of true happineſs : is 

it poſſible ſhe never loved?“ 

Need I fay, my friend, with what e 
I heard this remark? 

«] pity her ſincerely,” 
Valeria, ſhe poſſeſſed exalted talents, and 
the power of pleaſing to an eminent degree. 
I did not imagine that ambition had ſuch 


continued my 


baneful influence on our ſex, who are, 
| happily, by « their OO and by the 
| | cuſtom 


. 5 
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cuſtom of the world, excluded from the dan- 
gerous pre-eminence that excites the emula- 
tion of men, and often impels them to 
actions unworthy their princip les. Born 
to move in an humbler ſphere, every diſ- 
tinction is to us a danger, and celebrity the 
greateſt of misfortunes.” _ - 
Valeria expreſſed the ſentiments of her 

heart: the modeſty, / ſimplicity, and re- 

ſerve of her character, draw a veil over her 
| perfections, and render them ſtill more in- 
tereſting; her reading is extenſive, and her 
judgment far ſuperior to what could be ex- 
pected at her years; ſhe is acquainted with 
the beſt authors of our country, and of 
Greece; her exquiſite ſenſibility, and the 
livelineſs of her imagination, give her the 
moſt correct and the moſt elegant taſte for 
poetry. She has a general acquaintance with 
the ſciences and liberal arts ; her father having 


enriched her mind with a variety of inſtruc- 
tion which ſhe uſes for the government of 
her life, more than for the ornament of 


her 
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her converſation. Her manner of ſpeaking 
affords a ſtriking example of the purity of 
language, which Cicero * remarked in the 
Roman ladies of his time, uncorrupted by 
the affectation, or barbariſm of foreign 
idioms ; all that ſhe ſays i is dictated by truth 
and candor, but ſhe avoids giving her opi- 
nion except ſhe is earneſtly requeſted ;'and it 
is eaſier to ſee that ſhe is not ignorant of the 
ſubject, from her attention to what is ſaid by 
others, than from any attempt to diſplay her 
own knowledge. 5 | 
Valeria is equally Ho from the ſlighteſt 
tincture of vanity in reſpect to her perſonal 


attractions; every motion is graceful, and 
0 every look engaging, but ſhe appears to have 
been thus formed by the partial hand of 
nature; and the ſame exalted virtue, the ſame 
delicacy of ſentiment which regulate her 
conduct, illuminate her features, and animate 
her form with dignity and elegance. 1 


* De Oratore. 


Her 
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Her time is continually employed : and ſhe 
never voluntarily remits her: application for a 
- moment's leiſure but for the duties of affection 
or of urbanity. Even when the is interrupted | 
by the importunate viſits of the idle, ſhe 
leaves them without apparent diſpleaſure, 
and always ſeems contented with that ſociety 
in which ſhe is placed. Valeria has a ge- 
neral benevolence for the good, and does not 

confine her eſteem to diſtinguiſhed talents; 
ſhe never remarks a want of underſtanding 
in innocent characters, nor ſatirizes the 
errors of way ward imagination : ſhe receives 
the praiſes of her friends'not as a tribute but 
as a favour, and prefers the demonſtrations 
of regard to thoſe of admiration. Ea, 
After what I have ſaid, which is a faint 
picture of the virtues and graces of my 
Valeria, and at the ſame time an unneceſſary 
attempt to deſcribe thoſe perfections, which 
you and all who have ſeen her muſt have 


obſerved, will you not accuſe me, Septi- 
mius, 
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mius, of immoderate ſelf-love, when I add, 


that her heart is in uniſon with mine, and 
that ſhe has too much unaffected goodneſs to 
leave me a doubt of the fincerity of her ſen- 
timents for Marcus: 
Secure of my own happineſs, is it not 
time that I ſhould be ſolicitous for yours 'Z 
Why did you not ſooner mention a circum- 
ſtance ſo intereſting to your friend? When 
I was overwhelmed with miſeries and dif- 
quietude, the future proſpect of your felicity 
would have been an alleviation to my ſor- 
rows. I have ſeen Atilia, who ſeems 
highly to approve your choice, and you 
could not form an alliance more agreeable 
to my wiſhes. The daughter of Czcina 
deſerves your attachment, and you are not 
unacquainted with my ſincere eſteem and 
'veneration for her father. This brave and 
excellent friend of Valerius has been in 
Etruria ſince our return from Germany, but 


3 

q 

"33 
1 75 
144 
35 
9 1 
f ' 
* 1 
17 7 
4 
$1 \ 

7 1 
73-28 
* * 
1 

Þ 
Tn 
-& 
: 
as | 
E © 
| 

Ss q 

1 
D 
Ws 
4. 
4 F 
"33 BY 
14-38 
11 7 
1 
. 
. 
1 9 
2 
7 3 
. 

4 fl 
I 3; 

* 5; r 
1 v 
[ a 
. x 
17 5 
* 
$13: 

1 

$36 as 
1 
1 
9 1 
rin 

18 

1 7 

1 
1 
11 (+ 

I 

J 
4 {5 

38 

1 

1 9 
1 

17 

e 

P 1 
15 bi 

1 
3 
3 
1 * * 
[3 4 
4 
1 
15 
= 
5 
1's 
; 
& 

"731 

I 
. Iz 
. 

\ 

: 

4 _ 
1 

* 

1 * 
1 1 
3 

13 

' 

353 28 
1:4 IR 

418 

41-37 
* - 
* - 

* 


he is daily expected at Rome. 


E — 0 
* r 

— py” — " 

4 Lg or 
— — 

Rar? 


The 


2 


uns . et Cs, eg. 
8 7 e , 
* mY — 1 eo ru «very 
r — 5 8 : 


320 MARCUS PLAMINIUS; OR, 
The reaſons which ſtill detain you in 
Ulyria are too juſt for me to combat, yet 
how ardently do I wiſh for the ſeaſon which 
FI may reſtore you to your ever gateFul, and no 
* unhappy 1 — 1 


LETTER 


LETTER LXXXII. 


MY patience is wearied by the pompous 


preparations and ceremonious rites that muſt 


precede our marriage; and I daily complain 


to Valerius of the unneceſſary delay which 


keeps me ſtill from the promiſed happineſs. 
Though ſuperior to every prejudice, yet he 
will not depart from cuſtoms authorized by 
the inſtitutions of antiquity, He is of opinion 
that innovations are productive of worſe con- 
ſequences than may at firſt be apprehended, 
and in the ancient ſtructure of our laws and 
eſtablithed manners, he would preſerve the 
ornaments, leſt the columns ſhould fall and 
endanger the whole building. I often ac- 
quieſce in the propriety of theſe rules, but 
on this particular occaſion J could wiſh that 

Vor. II. Y he 
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| he were leſs fcrupulcutly attached to "NW ob- 


ſervance. 

In the mean time have attended him to 
inform Tiberius of our approaching nuptials. 
The emperor held a long converſation with 
Valerius on the late events, and made nun- 
berleſs reflections on the perils and anxieties 
to which the government of the republic | 
perpetually expoſed him. Hedeclared him- 
ſelf to be, what I have ever believed him, 
the moſt unhappy man in his dominions 3* 
but for this he aſſigned reaſons very different 
from the truth. He lamented the ſpirit of 
oppoſition that pervaded the ſenate, and the 
ſeditious murmurs that circulated among the 
people. 5 

Valerius took this opportunity ot aſſuring 
him that his diſquietudes were ill-founded, 
and his apprehenſions ill directed. Let 
us,” ſaid he, except a few malcontents, who 
have neither power nor influence as long as 
they are left to the neglect they deſerve, and 

: be 
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be aſſured that the ſenate and people of Rome 
will ever ſupport the government, by which 
their property, their lives, and their honout 
are ſecured, A prince has certainly greater 
cares, but he has alſo greater enjoyments 
than any other individual; his faculty of 
doing good is more extenſive; and when he 
is fully perſuaded that his own intereſt and 
that of his country are one; that by far the 
majority of the people will deſire his welfare 
and defend his perſon, while they are con- 
ſcious that he is ſolicitous for their happineſs; 
and that the men who would excite his ſuſ- 
picions againſt others are uſually themſelves 
the greateſt traitors; ſuch a prince may 
repoſe in peace and ſecurity, ſurrounded by a 
brave and generous nation, who would ſuf- 
fer the laſt extremity ſooner than diſturb the 
quiet of the ſtate, or imbrue their hands in 
the blood of their fellow citizens. If the 
Roman people were diffatisfied with the 
preſent form of government, they would not 


Y 2 ſecretly 
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ſecretly murmur, but openly throw off the 
yoke. If the patricians and men of ſena- 
torial rank did not imagine that a ſupreme 
head was neceſſary for the adminiſtration of 
affairs in our extenſive empire, they would 
not, from conſiderations merely perſonal, 
content themſelves . with oppoſing a few 
decrees, but would nobly aſſert their original 
independence. Their oppoſition, O Cæſar! 
is the ſafeguard of your empire: while they 
attempt to ſtop partial abuſes, they manifeſtly 
prove that they do not look on the general 
ſtate of the commonwealth to be wholly 
deſperate, and, by ſupporting the ancient 
majeſty of Rome, they add to the luſtre of 
your imperial dignity. The beloved ruler of 
a free and manly people is the moſt illuſtrious 
title which a mortal can enjoy : a nation that 
knows by experience the united advantages 
of ſacred liberty and juſt ſubordination, ſports, 
like the generous courſer, around his repoſing 


maſter, and is ready to obey his orders when 
1 the 


1 
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the voice of glory calls him to the battle. 


Not ſo the humiliated and oppreſſed ſubjects 
of deſpotiſm ; they drag their chains with 
apparent ſubmiſſion, but when theſe are once 
broken by chance or oppoſition, their long 
diſſembled reſentment burſts out with accu- 
mulated fury, reſembling a beaſt of prey, 
who in the wildneſs of recovered liberty 
makes no diſtinction between the inno- 
cent flocks that ſtrayed around him, or 
the ſlaves who ſported with his miſery. Baſe 
in his ſubjection, inſolent and cruel in his 
revenge, he becomes at once a dread example 
to the demagogue and to the tyrant.” 

The emperor, though his practice had 
been very different, concurred in his reply 
with the opinion of Valerius. I foreſee 
that they, whoſe duty calls them to the 


internal government of the republic, muſt 


live in continual warfare againſt the en- 


croachments of Tiberius, and of his ſervile 


and rapacious adherents. My uncle, ever 


X73 faithful 
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faithful to the conſtant principles of the 
Valerian family, which have tranſmitted, 
from father to ſon, the ſacred care of the 
laws promulgated by their firſt conſul for 
the ſafety of the Roman people, continues 
unſhaken in his reſolutions ; happy in that 
firm coolneſs, and equal ſerenity of temper, 
that ſo eminently qualify him for the arduous 
taſk of defending the remaining bulwark of 
our liberties. Inferior to him in every re- 
ſpect, my ardent imagination, and the im- 
petuoſity of my paſlions, render me inca» 
pable of weighing, with prudence and mo- 
deration, the means of effecting what I 
earneſtly defire, My indiſcreet zeal would, 
1 fear, be ' prejudicial to the cauſe I en- 
deavoured to ſupport; I can neither behold 
with patience the man I deſpiſe, nor liſten 
without indignation to thoſe inſidious pro- 
poſals which might, perhaps, be more ſuc- 
cefsfully evaded by art, than rejected abruptly, 
A military life is the only one in which I 

can 
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can yield to the natural impulſe of my diſ- 
poſition; I can there enjoy the pleaſures of 
ſociety without a ſuſpicion of treachery ; I 
can oppoſe the enemies of my country while 
J eſteem their courage, and when they lay 
_ down their arms, I can become their friend 

or protector. If victory and fame ſhould 
crown my labours, I can feel the innate 
ſatisfaction of having contributed to the 


general good of Rome, without exciting the 


hatred of any party; and whenever an inter- 
miſſion of martial duties reſtores me to my 
Valeria, not unworthy of her affection, do- 


meſtic bleſſings will ſtrew my path with 


flowers. The friendſhips of Septimius, Si- 


giſmar, and a few others, whoſe hearts can 


ſympathize with us, will ſhew me the 


world in its faireſt, light. Arts, literature, 
and ſcience may contribute to adorn the 
fortunate hours of life, and nature, in her 
pureſt garb, ſhall preſent to us the cup of 
inexhauſtible happineſs. | 
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The Britiſh princes are to be preſent at the 
celebration of our marriage. Atilia, Cæcina, 
Sigiſmar, now Titus, and his family, with 
many others of our friends, will be aſſembled 
on this occaſion, and ſoon after we ſhall 
ſpend a few days at my villa near Tuſcu- 
lum.“ * | 

The Britons are infinitely pleaſed with the 
paintings which I have deſigned for their 
grandfather, and with ſome other preſents 
J have been preparing for them. Mandu- 
bratius has directed them to ſend him from 
Rome a ſtatue of Germanicus. When I 
conducted them to the {ſculptor Polidore for 
this purpoſe, I found him employed about 
a figure which the princes declared reſembled 
me; and, on enquiry, I found that Valerius 
had, without my knowledge, ordered a ſtatue 
of me in the attitude of a repoſing warrior. 
with a Cupid at my feet. The artiſt has 


* Grotta Ferrata and Fraſcati, 


complied 
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complied with his idea, and ſays the re- 
ſemblance is generally thought to be exact. 
When I rejoined Valerius, I could not help 
expreſſing my ſenſe of this freſh proof of 
his kindneſs : he ſportively replied, that as 
my unexpected return muſt rob his gardens 
at Baiz of the urn, which had long been 
the object of his affection, it was neceſſary 
that 1 ſhould make him amends by decorat- 
ing, with my image, ſome part of his poſ- 
ſeſſions. 


Farewell, my dear Septimius; I am ſur- 


priſed that J have not received the letter 


which you promiſed in your laſt. What can 
be the occaſion of this ſilence? 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 


AT length, my friend, you may congratu- 
late the happy Marcus Valeria is mine 
No language can expreſs my ecſtacy | You 
will not expe& from me a deſcription of 
the ceremony to which I am now reconciled, 
fince to that I owe the indiſſoluble bond * that 
for ever unites me to my Valeria, Yet I 
muſt not omit to inform you of a eircum- 
ſtance that will intereſt you : the children 
of Flavius Herennius, who are educated by 
my directions, entreated to be two of the 
torch-bearers who accompany the bride to 
the manſion of her huſband. I willingly 


* 'The marriages performed with all the ceremonies, 
| indifloluble, 


conſented, 
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conſented, but a Flamen, who was preſent, 
remarked, that this office could only be per- 
formed by youths whoſe father and mother 
were both living. The children burſt into 
tears, and each of them running up to me, 


and catching faſt hold of my hands, ex- 


claimed, as with one voice, “ Alas! you 
have made us forget that we are orphans!” 
I comforted them to the beſt of my power, 
with aſſurance, that no Flamen could pre- 
vent them from accompanying me hereafter 
to the field, in the ſervice of their country, 
I related the ſtory to Valeria; ſhe called them 
to her the next day, and preſented each of 
them with a jewel, in acknowledgment of 
their intended miniſtry, and has permitted 
me to grant them, in her name, the ſmall 
eſtate on Mount Tuſculum®, with the group 


of pines, cypreſſes, and larch trees, adjoin - 


ing to my villa. 


Still called Monte Tuſculo. 
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We have already paſſed three days in 


theſe delightful environs : they ſeem to have 


acquired innumerable beauties, which I had 
not before obſerved ; the long walks of elms 
and plane trees, the gentle rivulet * that 
murmurs through the enchanting valley, 
ſhaded by the auguſt Alban mountain, the 
wide extended view of Rome, the diſtant 


ſea, and the horizon adorned every evening 


with gold and purple by the ſetting ſun.— 


All, all, my friend, is peace, tranquillity, 


and delight. 


A numerous and happy ſociety are here 
aſſembled. Titus ꝙ is the image of cheer- 
fulneſs and content, and his. Bertha has in 
ſome meaſure conquered the exceſſive timi- 
dity, which at firſt gave her an appearance 
of reſtraint, in the midſt of ſo many per- 


ſons, with whoſe manners and cuſtoms ſhe. 


was unzcqorinted. Valeria, with an affability 


* Anciently called Aqua Crabra, now La Marrana. 
+ Sigiſmar. | 


peculiar 
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peculiar to herſelf, while the applauds the 
artleſs behaviour of Bertha, inſtructs her 
impeyceptibly in the modes of life unknown 
to the Cheruſcans. Cæcina aſſures me, 
that theſe are the firſt days he has ſpent with 
pleaſure ſince we left the camp of Germa- 
nicus, and the happineſs of your mother | 
would be perfect if Septimius were added 
to the company. 1 
Lepides continues to reſide at his Alban 
villa, but he ſees us every day, and this 
morning we were ſurpriſed, in the moſt 
pleaſing manner, by the arrival of Manlius 
Torquatus. His friendſhip for Valerius was 
the motive of his journey, and I cannot ex- 
preſs my ſatisfaction in having ſo favourable 
an opportunity of acknowledging my obli- 
gations to him. 1 
Nothing can equal the hilarity and eaſe 
with which Valerius appears in ſociety: the 
unremitted cares and ſincere attention that 
engroſs his mind, when engaged in public 


buſineſs, 


# 
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buſineſs, or in the ſtudies of his cloſet, ate 
totally ſuſpended now he is ſurrounded by 
his friends. He ſeems to have no other 
defire than to pleaſe and be pleaſed 3 yet, in 
the midſt of the gayeſt converſation, he never 

fails to introduce ſome remark, or ſome ex- 
ample, that may form the heart, or improve 
the underſtanding of his hearers. The de- 
monſtrations of his affections to Valeria, 
and myſelf, are beyond all power of expreſ- 
We have conducted the Britiſh princes to 

the neighbouring villas. They have been 
led through the ſtately galleries and magni- 
ficent apartments which remain a monument 
of the magnificence of Lucullus*. We have 
ſhewn them the ſpreading branches of the 
plane tree, under which Cicero repreſents 
the eloquent Craſſus giving leſſons to form 


* Life of Lucullus, in Plutarch. 
+ Cicero de Oratore. 


an 


THE LIPE OF THE ROMANS: 23238 


an orator, and they have ſeen the elegant 


groves “ where he himſelf compoſed one of 


the moſt beautiful of his philoſophical works, 
the favourite treatiſe of Septimius. 

They have made further excurſions with 
Valerius: he yeſterday accompanied them to 
Alba and Aricia ; they ſaw the temple $ 
of Diana, and the we oak || : the ſump- 
tous dwelling J of Pompey, and the val- 
| ley ** where Ovid has ſo happily given im- 


* The villa of Cicero is ſuppoſed to have been fituated 
where is now the abbey of Greek monks at Grotto 
Ferrata. | 


+ Palazzuolo near Albano. 
t Laricia, fief of Prince Chigi. 
$ Near the lake of N emi, Ovid, &c. 


An oak is fill ſhewn, which the people of the 
country traditionally report to be 2000 years of age. 


1 Magnificent ruins of this till remain at Albano; 


the convent of Maeſtre Pic is s built within part of the 
walls. | 


* Vallericia. 


mortal ity 
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3 to Hippolitus. On their return 
they viſited the hill *, which yet retains the 
name of Marius, and ſeemed peculiarly de- 
lighted with the proſpect it afforded them. 
They talk much of the Alban lake, of the 
ancient ſtructure + which ill ſerves for the 
emiſſion of its ſuperfluous waters, of the 
hiſtory of Camillus, and the war of Veii, the 
grotto I of the nymphs, and the s 
of Tullia. | | 

To-day they have been at the Portian 
hill ||, where dwelt the venerable cenſor : at 
their return they found moſt of our ſociety 
walking in the long avenue of elms, and told 


* Marino fief of Prince Colonna. 

+ Emiſſario, the emiſſary of the lake of Albano, ſtill in 
good preſervation, and built in the time of the Veian 
war, 397 years before the Chriſtian æra. Livy, &c. 

7 Still ſhewn near the borders of the lake. 

A tomb in the vineyard Marzelli, at Caſtel Gan- 
dolpho, formerly belonging to the Jeſuits, ſuppoſed to 
be that of Tullia, daughter of Cicero. 

Still called Monte Porzio near Fraſcati : belongs to 
Prince Borgheſe. | 


us 
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us they had been pleaſed with the ſituation, 
but had not perceived any thing remarkable 
in the houſe. 

„ have ſeen,” ſaid Valerius, te the 
moſt intereſting ſpot in this neighbourhood, 
the ſpot which deſerves to be viewed with 
moſt exalted reverence. Art and luxury are 
at this time in great perfection, and even they 
who diſapprove of their influence, yet obey 
the dictates of cuſtom; but remember, 
Princes, that the greatneſs of Rome does not 
conſiſt in ſumptuous buildings. When you 
firſt arrived in our city you ſaw the Roſtral 
column *, erected in commemoration of a 
glorious victory. It is ſmall, and the ma- 
terials of which it is compoſed, are as ſimple 
as the inſcription on its pedeſtal : compare 
it in your mind with the magnificent pyra- 
mid + of Caius Ceſtius, adorned with the 


* Of Duilius ; at the capitol. 


+ Near the gate of St. Paul, at Rome. 
Michael Angelo boaſted that he would build in the 
VoL. II. Z air 
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united excellencies of ſculpture, painting, 


and architecture; conſult the hiſtory of our 


times, and you will ſearch in vain for the 


actions of the man whofe aſhes are there de- 

poſited. Such is the difference between the 

ages of virtue, and thoſe of ſplendor.” 
Torquatus here remarked that he was re- 


conciled to the lofty monument of Ceſtius, 


becauſe it perpetuated the remembrance of 


' = that diſintereſted generoſity, which induced 


Agrippa to reſtore to the natural heirs the 
fortune left him by the Epulon. N 

«« My dear Torquatus,” ſaid Valerius, 
* our age can boaſt of virtues not unworthy 


| ancient Rome ; and in the, works of art, 
there are many of us who ſtill prefer ſimpli- 
City and proportion to a pompous diſplay of 


opulence ; but we begin to ſee coloſſal figures 


air an edifice equal to the Pantheon; the Cupola of St. 
Peters was the reſult of his idea. The Vatican palace, 
with the gardens, &c. is ſaid to encloſe as much ground 
as the city of Turin. I am told that Mr. Byres has accu- 
rately meaſured them, and found it to be true. 
| in 
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in our capital, and porticos of immeaſurable 
length in our villas. If we ſuppoſe that 
nothing is ſublime but what is immenſe, a 


time may come in which the Pantheon may 
be thought only worthy to ſerve as a dome for 


ſomegiganticedifice, and the palace of a prince 


may encloſe more ground than a populous 


city. We ſeem to be making ſpeedy ad- 
vances towards this extravagant taſte, and I 
leave you to judge how far it will;contribute 
to the felicity, or real greatneſs of the peo- 
ple. Many works for public uſe muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be ſpacious ; but it does not require 


any ſingular genius to ſubſtitute magnitude 


for elegance and ſtrength. Some voluminous 


| hiſtorians have conſumed their time, and 
our patience, in the relation of trifling oc- 
currences, while Cæſar alone has given the 


true idea of a ſtile worthy the actions of a 
hero. In how ſmall a ſpace has he com- 
priſed the moſt important ſeries of events 


that ever happened on the face of the globe 
L 2 How 
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How clear and how diſtin& is the narra- 
. e Oe | | 
Princes,“ continued he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Britons, ** you have much to 
obſerve arid much to learn: you behold a 
people on whom Providence has beſtowed 
diſtinguiſhed talents, and unparalleled fuc- 
ceſs. You have ſeen our victorious legions, 
and you are witneſſes of our domeſtic feli- 
city. "Temperance, integrity, and courage, 
have been the ſources of our happineſs: to 
theſe virtues we have owed the protection of 
Heaven and the empire of the world: tell me 
whether fuch advantages do not merit the 
ſacrifice of lawleſs pleaſures, inglorious in- 


dolence, and intereſted views.“ 


| . At this inſtant I received letters from Dru- 
ſus and Germanicus: the former, who was 
deeply affected by the ſhare he had innocently 
taken in the perſecution of Valerius, rejoices 
with me on an event which enſures the hap- 
0 : pineſs 
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pineſs of our family. His contrition is 
undoubtedly ſincere, for what other con- 
ſideration could reconcile him to the loſs of 
Valeria? Germanicus, with his uſual ſenſibility 
and invariable kindneſs, congratulates me in 
the warmeſt terms, and, O welcome, welcome 
tidings! informs me that you are on the road 
to join me. The letter that painted to you my 
deſpair, previous to the departure of Druſus, 
has certainly been the motive of your bene- 
volent viſit; you have neglected every other 
concern to fly to the aſſiſtance of your friend, 
and you will come to enjoy his felicity. 
But my Valeria approaches, the harbinger 
of every joy She has ſeen you alight at the 
entrance - we haſte to meet Septimius. 
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